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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


PRESS AGREEMENT WITH JORDAN--The endorsement documerts of the press agreement 
signed between Qatar and Jordan were exchanged between the Jordanian ambassador 
to Qatar and the director of the Qatari Foreign Ministry's Department of Organi- 
zations, Conferences and International Agreements in Doha today. The agreement 
is aimed at bolstering press relations and cooperation in the press between the 
two countries. [GF181343 Manama WAKH in Arabic 1140 GMT 18 Feb 82] 
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PERSIAN GULF AFFAIRS 


BISHARAH COMMENTS ON GCC POLICIES 
Paris AI—NAHAR AL-"ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic No 236 9-15 Nov 81 p 17 


[Interview with Sayid Abdullah Ya'cub Bisharah, secretary general of the GCC, by 
Ali Hashimi: date and place not specified. } 


[Text] Secretary General of the Gulf Cooperation Council [GCC] Sayid ‘Abdullah 
Ya'cub Bisharah has confirmed that the security of the Gulf will be presevved only 
by its people. 


In a statement to AL-NAHAR AL-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI Bisharah said that the leaders of 
the Gulf states have agreed to this view, and that they are now studying the 
stages of implementation and drawing up the required plans for it. 


The secretary general had made a tour staring from al-Riyadh (GCC headquarters) 
and covering Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, the states of United Arab Emirates, and the 
Sultanate of Oman. He stated that many developments had occurred since the meet- 
ing of the first summit in Abu Dhabi in the economic, commercial, political and 
military fields. It is inevitable that before the meeting of the second Gulf Sum- 
mit in al-Riyadh, (10 Nov), an exchange of views in the political field must take 
place. All these matters would be the subject of discussion at the Riyadh Summit. 


The Formula of Security 


Regarding the future formula for the security of the Gulf, Bisharah declared that 
the GCC leaders are in agreement that the security of the Gulf is the responsibil- 
ity of its people by staying away from international struggles, by adhering to 
complete neutrality, and by not allowing the setting up of bases or stationing of 
foreign forces in any area within the region. These are of course theoretical 
agreements, and there remains their applicaticn which is the responsibility of the 
competent authorities. This will be discussed in the future such as coordination 
between the armies as well as supply of arms, training and joint maneuvres. 


"At al-Ta'if Conference, the foreign ministers presented a clear picture of these 
matters. This followed the conference of chiefs of staff who exchanged views, 
studied the papers submitted by the concerned states, and came to an understand- 
ing on what should be allocated to preserve the stability and security of the Gulf 
by its own forces. Therefore new working papers were not submitted at the meetings 
of the ministerial council, 8-9 November, (which included the foreign ministers), 
or at the summit which included the heads of state." 

















Fabricated Uproar 


On the Kuwaiti proposal for exchenge of diplomatic representation with the Soviet 
Union and the Eastern Bloc countries, Bishara stated that there was no proposal nor 
talks on the matter and on what was published on the Kuwaiti proposals. 


The Tripartite Pact 


Regarding the situation toward the tripartite alliance established by the Governa- 
ment of South Yemen with Ethiopia and Libya, he declared: "At the Ta'if meetings, 
the subject was raised, following circulation of details on the Aden meetings, and 
doubts and fears were expressed about the agreements concluded there as well as the 
intentions of the states concerned. I have made a trip to both Aden and Muscat. 

In Muscat, the views are clear and are made public, and in Aden we have been given 
assurances that what had happened there would not threaten the Gulf states nor their 
security or stability." 


[Question] While the task of the GCC is to neutralize the Gulf and keep it away 
from the struggles of the superpowers, it is reported that there are Soviet bases 
in Aden? 


[Answer] Whether bases exist or do not exist, thie is not my duty to find out or 
discover. Naturally, the states of the region have doubts about Aden's positions 
and are apprehensive about its movements. But in my opinion it is possible to 
restrain Aden. How? The answer depends on the GCC and its states namely by setting 
up an independant strike force, by strengthening the armed forces on land, sea, and 
air, and by securing the required manpower and modern weapons. When the Gulf for- 
tress is built and it becomes capable of defending the region, then Aden and others 
would revert to their natural course and would no longer feel confused or isolated. 
Therefore everything depends on translating the principles laid down by al-Ta'‘if 
conference into action. Now that the Riyadh summit will follow, it would be 
decisive not only in regard to security but also in the political field and economic 
unity which the people of the region are demanding from their leaders. 


Dispensing with the Straits 


[Question] What about reports on the plan of despensing with the Straits of Hirmuz 
as an oil passage, and on laying a pipeline to transport oil directly to the Arabian 
Sea? 


[Answer] No. This is talk, mere talk. No such plan was included in any of the 
working papers. Besides, the question of dispensing with the canal would be similar 
to dispensing with one's life artery, and building a pipeline requires a tremendous 
effort and large sums of money as well as several years of work. 


[Question] What about the aid to South Yemen? 


[Answer] After Aden concluded agreements with several states, especially with non- 
Arab states, this caused considerable doubt and apprehension which, inevitably led 
to our taking a stand on it to distinguish between black and white. This is what 
was decided by the officials of the GCC. However, the forthcoming summit in al- 




















Riyadh will clarify points not only in this respect but also on all the issues 
which will be put forward to it. 


[Question] What about Prince Fahd's plan? 


[Answer] The Ta'if conference has adopted this plan and decided to refer it to the 
Arab summit in Fa's--25 November--in order to adopt it as an Arab plan for settle- 


ment of the Middle East crisis and bring about just and comprehensive peace for the 
Palestine Question. 


9902 
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PERSIAN GULF AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


QATARI-KUWAITI TALKS PRAISED--Doha, 17 Feb (QNA)--The Qatari newspaper AL-RA: AH 
in an editorial has stressed that the Qatari-Kuwaiti talks will further strengthen 
Gulf cooperation, which is designed to keep the region free of international 
disputes and to direct all efforts toward establishing strong bases for a better 
future. The paper has stated that the two leaders' emphasis on the security and 
stability of the region being the sole responsibility of its people will gain 
further support in the Gulf and will keep the momentum of the movement in the 
Gulf going. AL-RAYAH has said that the Qatari-Kuwwaiti talks will greatly aid in 
mending the current rift in the Arab world, so that the serious confrontation of 
the Zionist threat will become possible. The paper has pointed out that for 

years Qatar and Kuwait have played an outstanding role in eliminating all obstacles 
and paving the way for Arab cooperation and understanding. The paper has added: 
"As the leaders of Qatar and Kuwait have gone halfway in bolstering joint Gulf 
action and achieving Arab solidarity, it is now up to the other members of the 
Arab arena in their cooperation and response to achieve complete Arab solidarity 
in order to ensure that the area and the Arab nation are free from disputes and 
differences." [Excerpt] [GF171433 Doha QNA in Arabic 1005 GMT 17 Feb 82] 


CSO: 4404/278 




















AFGHANISTAN 


“"GSTERN DIPLOMATS ASSESS AFGHAN SITUATION 
BK101010 Hong Kong AFP in English 0927 GMT 10 Feb 82 


[Text] New Delhi, 10 Feb (AFP)--An estimated 90,000 Moslem rebels are currently 
fighting joint Soviet-Afghan government forces in Afghanistan, recent diplomatic 
assessments indicate, 


The assessments, provided by sources who have proved reliable in the past, also 
estimated the combined strength of Soviet and Afghan government forces at 
120,000 men, with the Soviets accounting for 90,000 men. | 


Last month, Western diplomats had, however, put Soviet strength at 110,000 men. 


Commenting on rebel claims that they are holding 90 percent of the countryside, 
the assessments said the insurgents were able to do so because the Soviets, 
under the present circumstances, do not want to extend areas effectively under 
their control, essentially towns, strategic roads and the Afghan capital. 


It is the remaining 10 percent which matters at present in strife-torn Afghanistan 
and the Seviets seem satisfied with their present position, the sources indicated. 


They added that the Soviet forces were fully capable of taking on the insurgents 
wherever and whenever they wanted, but seemed reluctant to do so. 


They said there could be a change in the Soviet military strategy and noted that 
the Soviets had apparently written-off the Afghan army as an effective force 
to counter growing rebel activity. 


On the political front, the assessments said the Soviets had no other option 
_but to continue supporting the present president Babrak Karmal, 


Mr. Karmal and his regime are in no danger as long as the Soviets maintain 
the present level of military presence in Kabul, the sources said. 


The emphasis now seems to be on forging unity in the ruling People's Democratic 
Party of Afghanistan (PDPA), according to the aseessments. 


At least 15 percent of Afghanistan's 16.4 million people have chosen to leave 
the country. : 




















Economic data are difficult to obtain, the assessments said and added that 
contrary to 1978 when two-thirds of Kabul's development aid was met by Western 
countries, the Western share had now become very negligable. 


The Soviet Union has emerged as the main aid-giver, accounting for 18 pe «ent 
of Afghanistan's budgetary expenditures last year. 


The growing value of Soviet-Afghan trade relations can be judged from the fact 
that last year Kabul exported 114 million U.S. dollars worth of natural gas 

to Moscow, which accounted for 30 percent of the country's national income, 
the assessments said. 


They noted that the Sovietization of Afghanistan was continuing unabated, with 
the educational system moulded in the Soviet model, compulsory political 
indoctrination in schools and education institutions and a substantial number 
of Afghan children being sent to the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe regularly 
for higher education and training. 


CSO: 4600/264 























AFGHANISTAN 


REPORT ON AGRICULTURAL PLANS FOR COMING YEAR 
LD121754 Kabul BAKHTAR in English 0433 GMT 12 Feb 82 


[Text] Kabul, 11 Feb (BAKHTAR)--The Executive Committee of the Council of 
Ministers of the DRA in its latest session has held comprehensive discussions 
regarding the campaign of fall cultivation in the course of the current year 
ending March 20, 1982, the work plan of spring cultivation campaign for the 
next Afghan (?year) and the third operational plan of the development phase 
of the democratic land reforms. 


Following the previous resolutions adopted by the Council of Ministers, the 
Executive Committee of the Council of Ministers evaluated positively the 
activities carried out by the Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reform for 
the campaign of the autumn cultivation of the current Afghan year ending in 
March 20, 1982, 


In the autumn cultivation campaign during the current Afghan year, about 
1,445,000 hectares and 85,000 hectares of land were under wheat cultivation 
and other cereals respectively, which shows an increase of 1.4 percent over 
last year. 


In this campaign 49,343 tons.of chemical fertilizers and 4,575 tons of improved 
wheat seeds (?animal) and agricultural drugs worth about 17.1 miilion afghanis 
and 235 sets of aryama plows were distributed to the farmers and agricultural 
cooperatives which indicates a considerable rise over the same period last year. 


Over 30,000 tons of improved wheat seeds have voluntarily been exchanged. 


According to the work plan of the spring cultivation campaign for the year 1361 
(March 20, 1982-March 21, 1983) submitted to the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Land Reform for implementation, it is envisaged that over 2,258,000 hectares 
of land should come under cultivation for cereals needed for industry, 
vegetables, fruits and other plants. 


It is also planned to distribute 35,000 tons of chemical fertilizers, 6,000 tons 
of improved wheat seeds, 6,550 tons improved seeds of cotton, 70 tons improved 
seeds of suger beets, agricultural and animal drugs at the worth of 40 million 
afghanis and over 300 million afghanis of loan at favourable terms to the 
farmers and agricultural cooperatives. 




















It is also planned that about 39,400 hectares of state agricultural land will 
be leased to the farmers and about 2(°,000 tons of improved wheat seeds will 
be voluntarily exchanged for the spring cultivation, 





Moreover, the said ministry is instructed to distribute during the next Afghan 
year at favourable terms 2,276 tons of chemical fertilizers, 984 tons of 
improved wheat seeds, agricultural drugs and agricultural tools and machineries 
at a worth of 52 million afghanis to the land holders and agricultural coopera- 
tives of the districts of Desabz, Bagrami, Charasiab and especially to those 
farmers who have received lands as a result of the land reforms. 


In order to effectively implement the third operational plan of the development 
of the democratic land reforms seven primary agricultural cooperative, three 
agricultural cooperative unions will be established. The design and blueprints 
of the infrastructural installations necessary for these cooperatives such as 
mosques, schools, health centres, Animal clinics, agricultural extension units, 
agencies of chemical fertilizers and agricultural development bank will be 
completed during the current Afghan year and their constructional work will 

be started in those three districts by the rural development department and 
Ministry of Public Works of the DRA in the year 1361 (starting in March 20, 1982). 


CSO: 4600/264 























AFGHANISTAN 





BRIEFS 


OPPOSITION TO PAKISTAN--The wave of unrest against the aggressions and crimes 
of the military government of Pakistan and the Afghan rebels is increasing 

in tribal areas of Pakistan. On the basis of reports received, (?all1) persons 
belonging to the Kukikhel [clan] of Afridi tribe, in order to express their 
anger and rage against the counterrevolutionary elements of Afghanistan and 
against the military regime of Islamabad--which supports the Afghan counter- 
revolutionaries--recently closed the road between Peshawar and Landikotal, 

in the vicinity of (Jahangiri), for a long period of time. They were demanding 
the closure of the camps of the counterrevolutionary rebels of Afghanistan 

and military establishments of the military government of Pakistan in their 
territory. A report reaching from Peshawar states that the brave Kukikhel 
clan of Afridis are greatly angered by the establishment of the camps of 
counterrevolutionaries and the setting up of the military establishments 


in their territory. [Text] [GF101727 Kabul Radio in English to South Asia 
1530 GMT 10 Feb 82] 


ASADABAD MEETING--Kabul, 13 Feb (BAKHTAR)--Dr Saleh Mohammed Ziray, member of 
the Politburo and secretary of PDPA CC, participated in a big meeting of the 
toiling people of Asadabad, the capital of Kunar Province and gave a speech 
there today. Dr Ziray in a part of his speech said that those of usurers and 
reactionary big landowners and Slaughters who have sucked the bloods of our 
toiling people and have lost their interests have ieft to Pakistan and other 
countries and in collusion with their masters such as U.S., China and Pakistan 
make conspiracy against our party and our democratic state and create 
disturbances in our country. Dr Ziray added that he believes that our enemies 
will be crushed, because our struggle is for the truth and against the false. 
God is with reality and destroys the enemies of our country and revolution. 
The meeting was attended by the deputy minister of tribes and nationalities 
ministry, secretary of the provincial committee, governor and the military 
commanders, members of provincial committee of Kunar Province and many of the 
honest people of Asadabad city and officials and workers. [Text] [LD140620 
Kabul BAKHTAR in English 0449 GMT 14 Feb 82] 


JALALABAD MEETING--Kabul, 11 Feb (BAKHTAR)--Dr Saleh Mohammed Ziray, member of 
Politburo and secretary of PDPA CC, conveyed the appreciations and good wishes 
of Babrak Karmal, the general secretary of PDPA CC and president of (DRA) to 
the toiling people of Jalalabad today. Dr [name indistinct] took part in 
meeting held there, attended by thousands of toiling people. He gave a speech 


10 














and condemned the counterrevolutionaries led by U.S. imperialism. (?Chinese) 
[words indistinct] regime of Pakistan. The president of the provincial 
committee of the fatherland front of Nangarhar Province, and Haji Mchammary, a 
religious leader, also gave speeches and pledged for any kinds of support 

of the party and revolutionary government. [as received] [Text] [LD120638 
Kabul BAKHTAR in English 0418 GMT 12 Feb 82] Kabul, 9 Feb (BAKHTAR) -- 

Dr Saleh Mohammad Ziray, member of Politburo and secretary of PDPA CC, met 
with provincial cadres and party activists of PDPA in Jalalabad recently. 

Dr Ziray explained the obligations of the party members and drew the attention 
of the young combatants to their essential and sensitive revolutionary duties. 
Dr Ziray laid the foundation stone of a monument in commemoration of the 
martyrs of the day of revolution on the martyrs hill in Jalalabad. This 
monument will be built to welcome the nationwide conference cf the PDPA and 

in memory of the heroic deeds and sacrifices of the martyrs of revolution 

by the llth division of Nangarhar Province with the voluntary help of the 
party members, [Text] [LD100642 Kabul BAKHTAR in English 0445 GMT 10 Feb 82] 
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EGYPT 





GENERALS DEFEND SECURITY AT ASSASSINATION 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 27 Nov 81 pp 35-36 


[Interview with Major Generals 'Atiyah Sulayman and Sabir Zahdi, conducted by 
Huda al-Husayni: "AL-HAWADITH Questions Officials on Security at 6 October Parade 
"We Were Not Negligent in Protection of Sadat; This Is the Job of the Secret 
Service;'" date and place not given] 


[Text] Maj Gen 'Atiyah Sulayman is the commander of the area 
that includes Nasr City which was the scene of the 6 October 
military parade at which the assassination of Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat took place. Maj Gen Sabir Zahdi was the commander 
of the parade column. These two men talked to AL-HAWADITH 

and denied that negligence was the cause of the assassination, 
attributing the incident instead to the will of God. 


Maj Gen 'Atiyah Sulayman was commandyr of the area, He 
traveled to the holy city of Mecca a few days before the 
parade to perform the pilgrimage after he had made all the 
plans and preparations for the parade. He determined the 
weapons that would be displayed and the number of soldiers 
who would participate in the parade. Then he took his leave 
and left on his pilgrimage and Maj Gen Sabir Zandi took over 
his position. The following is the text of the conversation 
that took place with these two men. Minister of Defense 'Abd- 
al-Halim Abu Ghazzalah gave permission for the generals to be 
interviewed to prove to me that they had not been arrested and 
had not committed suicide but were carrying out their duties 
as usual. 


AL-HAWADITH: You were responsible for the military area and for the actions of the 
men of the armed forces who participated in the military parade. Didn't Khalid 
al-Islambuli attract your attention? 


Maj Gen ‘Atiyah Sulayman: When there are large numbers of people present as in the 
military parade, which involved thousands of tracked vehicles, pieces of equipment, 
and forces, it is impossible for one officer to draw the attention of the commander 
of the general column, especially an officer who is not set off from other 
individuals by any unusual characteristic. The unusual characteristic was inside 
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his head and in his thoughts, not in his appearance of actions. 


AL-HAWADITH: But it was generally known that Khalid's brother took part in the 
Military Technical College incident. Shouldn't you as a high-ranking military 
official have known this fact? Shouldn't you have been expected to put him under 
observation and find out about his past and his life outside the military, for 


example? 


Maj Gen 'Atiyah Sulayman: No matter what precautionary measures may have been 
taken, the fate of God had to take place. Yes, Khalid has a brohher, but we 
wouldn't punish him for this reason. There are certain measures that could have 
been taken but this man did not have a single black mark on his record. Moreover, 
we are not expected to watch thousands and tens of thousands of individuals. We 
are not a dictatorial country. 


AL-HAWADITH: Does this mean that you absolve yourself from any sort of negligence 
with regard to protecting President Sadat? 


Maj Gen ‘Atiyah Sulayman: The president was very dear to all of us. Moreover, I 
have known him for a long time. My last meeting with him was when he attended my 
daughter's wedding. Therefore, I assure you that there was no negligence on my 

part with regard to protecting him. This is the job of the secret service, although 
securing the parade was my responsibility insofar as the people who participated 

in it were concerned. 


Ask me how Khalid was able to carry out this act. He was an officer and a person 
with responsibility. Suppose that the person in charge of the safe at your 
magazine wanted to steal. What would the chairman of the board do? He could not 
prevent him because he would not know what was going on inside his head. You 
might be able to prevent a stranger from penetrating the organization, but how can 
I read the thoughts inside someone's mind? 


AL-HAWADITH: Very well. Had the individuals who were involved with him been 
demobilized from the army, were they currently in the army, or did they have no 
connection with the armed forces at all? 


Maj Gen ‘Atiyah Sulayman: Every Egyptian who is physically sound is required to 
enter the army and serve a certain length of time before returning to his civilian 
Status. He has nothing to do with the army after that unless he is recalled in 
case of war or a similar emergency. The same applies to the individuals who 
collaborated with al-Islambuli. They were not from the army nor did the army have 
any connection with them. However, if there were a recall, anyone could under 
certain circumstances be recalled into the army. 


I do not know if these individuals were in the group which could have been recalled 
in the future had this been required by the military organization, but I believe 


their recall period had expired some time before. Therefore, they are considered 
complete civilians like any civilian on the street. 


AL-HAWDITH: How did they get in? 
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Maj Gen 'Atiyah Sulayman: This could happen in any army in the world, especially 
since Khalid al-Islambuli was the commander of such a small unit. He said his 
soldiers were sick. Thus, if either soldiers other than those under his command 

or companions of his own had shown up wearing military uniforms by agreement with 
him, they could have gotten in--especillly since all the forces participating in 

the parade were in the street at that time. In other words, for a day or two before 
the parade, the forces did not sleep in their regular places or in military camps 
surrounded by fences and protected by-guards. In such installations, the commanders 
are more diligent and the inside and the outside can become familiar. 





People were outdoors and in the streets in the vicinity of the parade waiting for 
the parade to stars. 


AL-HAWADITH: Do you mean they weren't inside the area? 


Maj Gen ‘Atiyah Sulayman: No. If they had been inside the area, they would have 
encountered the same thing you did. You are now in the area. There is a gate 
outside. You cannot go through it without showing your identification. In war or 
peace, these conditions apply in the armed forces. But how Many gates can we 
maintain in the street? And how could we do it with people going in and out? The 
circumstances were unusual. 


AL-HAWADITH: But it was reported that 2 weeks before the parade, the forces were 
in Nasr City, which is fenced in, and were continuously subject to inspections 
and no one was permitted to go in or out after that time. 


Maj Gen 'Atiyah Sulayman: Nasr City is a civilian city. As far as the parade 

goes, there was no fence. If you had been there, you would have seen the parade 
route with the reviewing stand, the monument to the unknown soldier, and the open 
parade route between them. Cars were passing along the route and there was normal 
traffic even up to a few hours before the parade. This is a natural artery for 
Egypt and you cannot block this road. For this reason, infiltration can take place. 


AL-HAWADITH: Do.you believe that the operation occurred spontaneously or were the 
perpetrators given some amazing training? For example, the stunts by Mirage air- 
craft and the way the military truck with al-Islambuli on top of it turned toward 
Sadat--was all that planned or did it happen spontaneously? 


Maj Gen ‘Atiyah Sulayman: Spontaneously, and so that fate and divine decree could 
be fulfilled. As for the plane, I assure you that it had no significance unless 
we're willing to believe that Khalid had an agreement with the air force. 


The aircraft came in according to timing which was set and organized by the 
commander of the air force and established by his decision. He made this decision 
and it was added to the decision concerning the ground forces so that the two 
could coincide. Khalid did not know the time at which the aircraft would come 
over. Perhaps in one of the rehearsals when the two decisions were applied toget- 
her he saw that the aircraft would pass over at the same time his vehicle was in 
front of the reviewing stand. But the time at which the aircraft went over and 
attracted the people's attention had no connection with the operation. This was 
God's will; it was not arranged or agreed on. Al-Islambuli had nothing to do with 
the timing and would not have been able to change or confirm it. 
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As for the fact that he was facing the reviewing stand, he was the commander of 

the group and was responsible for it and thus he would always stay. on the right- 
hand side, which was located across from the reviewing stand. Even this was not 
al-Islambuli's planning. Rather it was the circumstances which placed him. 


AL-HAWADITH: Did you interrogate the driver of the truck? 


May Gen 'Atiyah Sulayman: No, the judicial authorities interrogated him. The 
interrogations began on the same day the incident occurred. We did not interfere 
in the measures taken by the judicial authorities. 


AL-HWWADITH: Shouldn't you have searched all the vehicles? 


Maj Gen 'Atiyah Sulayman: Of course. This is a security measure. However, the 
armed forced did not need to be searched because they were the protective armor. 
Those who protect others do not investigate their own internal protection. How- 
ever, the existence of an individual who has gone astray or is a misfit in the 
group--the leadership is not inattentive to this aspect. In the armed forces there 
are always individuals responsible for ensuring protection from threats within and 
without and from within the ranks. Consequently, this aspect of protection was 
organized. However, in his capacity as officer of his group, Khalid al-Islambuli 
was responsible for ensuring security. It's the same situation I mentioned to 
you in the beginning. The man responsible for the safe is responsible for the 
security of his safe. If he decides to steal money out of it, you cannot prevent 
him. 


AL-HAWADITH: Have you discovered how the ammunition was smuggled in? 


Maj Gen 'Atiyah Sulayman: These matters pertain to the investigation and I do not 
want to talk about them. 


AL-HAWADITH: But they say that the ammunition was brought in and that it was put 
in a Samsonite suitcase and they put the suitcase underneath the truck. 


Maj Gen 'Atiyah Sulayman: The armed forces entered the parade with full weapons. 
AL-HAWADITH: But without ammunition... 


Maj Gen 'Atiyah Sulayman: Of course, This point enters into the investigations a 
and I do not want to announce anything before the investigations reveal it. How- 
ever, it is not impossible for ammunition to be be brought in. I've seen films of 
military parades in other countries. Before the parade, you can see vendors of 
confections and beverages pushing or pulling their private carts. Such individuals 
could act in collusion with others and smuggle in weapons along with the confections 
They could sell the confections and deliver the weapons to individuals in the army. 


We took all possible precautions, but we were bound to overlook one point and they 
noticed it. Moreover, we never imagined that an operation like this would take 
place. We are a peace-loving people. We are not bloody people and we abhor 
violence. Moreover, treachery has a negative and far-reaching impact on us. Or in 
other words, treachery is not one of the charactetistics of the Egyptian people. 
Consequently, the assassination was completely unexpected. 
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AL-HAWADITH: You went to perform the pilgrimage a few days before the parade? 


Maj Gen 'Atiyah Sulayman: It was the chief of staff of the area who took over 
command in place of me. Naturally, he was appointed or his appointment was 

approved by the higher command. For example, the assignment of taking responsibility 
for a certain parade is made by order of the minister of defense. If I leave my 
post, the individual who takes my place is approved. 


AL-HAWADITH: You received the news of Sadat's assassinaiion while you were abroad. 
Did you feel any fear that you might come under suspicion, for example? 


Maj Gen ‘Atiyah Sulayman: Absolutely not. This possibility did not cross my mind 
at all. I completed the entire pilgrimage and returned on the day I had originally 
planned. 


AL-HAWADITH: When you received the news that the assassination operation originated 
within the armed forces, without being aware of whether or not the individuals who 
carried it out were from the army, did you expect anything to happen in the country? 


Maj Gen 'Atiyah Sulayman: I did not expect that any member of the armed forces 
would really be behind this operation. From the time I was a second lieutenent 
until the present, I have lived among soldiers and I know their feelings well. As 
I told you, the armed forces are the country's armor to secure it from the outside 
as well as from the inside. We do not have the aggressive spirit that those who 
committed the assassination have. 


AL-HAWADITH: Does this mean that the army is cohesive, or are there individuals 
among the lower officers who are like university students? 


Maj Gen 'Atiyah Sulayman: There is more interdependence in the army than there is 
among university students. Moreover, there is a certain discipline that ties all 

of us together. This is proved by the fact that when Khalid wanted to form a four- 
man group, he couldn't form it from his own unit despite the favorable circumstances. 
Thus he turned to an outside group, which entered the army under false pretences. 
Therefore, if there had been anything in the armed forces, al-Islambuli would not 
have had to seek help from outside. And if he had felt that he could convince 

some of his colleagues and subordinates, he would have used them and they would 

have been more faithful to him. 


Also, after the end of the parade, with the occurrence of this horrible incident, 
the armed forces took part in securing the country completely. If there had been 
any reason for doubt about them, they would not have played this role. 


AL-HAWADITH: How did you allow the sale of the military clothes which the 
perpetrators of the assassination bought from ordinary markets? Is this permitted 
here? 


Maj Gen ‘Atiyah Sulayman: If you go back to London, there is a store there where 
you can buy military uniforms. 


AL-HAWADITH: You mean they didn't buy their uniforms here? 
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Maj Gen ‘Atiyah Sulayman: No. In London you can buy military uniforms from any 
foreign state. 


AL-HAWADITH: Do the stores in London sell Egyptian military insignia? 


Maj Gen ‘Atiyah Sulayman: The insignia are sold here--actually in stores especially 
for the armed forces. However, these are not military stores but are civilian 
stores that deal in uniforms of the armed forces. They are issued special instruc- 
tions concerning how they sell their merchandise and to whom. However, as in any 
other case, a certain amount of infiltration can take place. This is a possibility. 


AL-HAWADITH: Are you prepared to take on the task of organizing the military 
parade for next year if the decision is made to hold it? 


Maj Gen 'Atiyah Sulayman: If I am still living, I would be honored to direct next 
year's parade personally if this is decided. Moreover, I am not plagued by any 
doubt that something may happen because I consider this an unusual event. 


The preceding was a detailed text of the interview that took place with Maj Ben 
'Atiyah Sulayman. As for Maj Gen Sabir Zahdi, who took over the command of the 
parade, he said that he was standing just a few meters from President Sadat and 
was proud of the success of the big parade filled with the latest weaponry. He 
said that only 15 minutes remained until the end of the military parade when the 
Mirage aircraft flew over and everyone looked up in the sky. Maj Gen Sabir Zahdi 
did not notice the truck stopping before the reviewing stand but what attracted 
his attention was the tremendous blast caused by the hand grenade. Then every- 
thing stopped and the bullets hit President Sadat. Suddenly Major General Sabir 
found himself face to face with Khalid al-Islambuli, who woud have aimed his 
machine gun and opened fire had he not heard the sound of fire coming from the 
opposite direction. He had no choice but to turn around to respond to the source 
of the fire. However, the bullets hit him and he fell to the ground. 


Major General Sabir said that he was stricken with tremendous shock. Everything 
had been proceeding with particular order and the parade was the first to contain 
the latest modern heavy weapons that had arrived in Egypt. But, he said, "The 
will of God had to take place." 


As he was accompanying me down the stairs, Major Genaral Sabir continued his remarks: 
"We thank God that Minister Abu Ghazzalah possesses such a strong personality. If 
not for him, the situation would have gotten out of control. Thousands of tanks, 
tracked vehicles, and weapons were outside and thousands of soldiers were far from 
their barracks. We had brought them from all parts of the ARE." 


He explained further: "After al-Islambuli was hit and the rest of them were 
apprehended, I looked around me and saw the minister wiping blood off his forehead. 
I hurried toward him offering to help. He pushed me away forcefully and said, 
"Where is the president?’ Then he asked everyone to take care of his own group 

so that we could return the weapons and soldiers to their original places. We 
continued working day and night for 3 days under his supervision while he 
organized things." He added: 
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"Egypt went through a period in which there was a dangerous vacuum. If the armed 
forces that had participated in the parade had not responded to the minister of 
defense--even though none of the weapons had ammunition--and had taken these 

weapons out, they would have filled Cairo and we don't know what the outcome would 
have been. Any individual, organization, or group could have exploited the vacuum 
and the state of confusion and the government would not have been able to do anything, 
even though it had the ammunition. For what good is ammunition without weapons? 

It was a tragic misfortune, but we thank God that Egypt will remain ‘Um al-Dunya." 
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EGYPT 


PROCEDURES FOR UNIVERSITY STUDENT UNION ELECTIONS DEFINED 
Cairo AL~AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 671, 23 Nov 81 pp 38-39 


[Article by Labib al-Siba'i: "Negative Attitude Is Most Serious Threat Facing 
Student Elections; Committees in Every Colleges; Nomination of Successful Students 
Only"] 


[Text] With the start of next week, student union elections will begin in rmearly 
220 colleges and institites. More than one-half a million male and female students 
will take part in these elections which will end on 7 December 1981. The elections 
carry with them this year a number of important signals banning the founding of any 
organization or formation on a factional or ideological basis in the universities 
or in their units and banning the organization by the student union councils, by 
their committees or in their name of any activity on a factional, political or 
ideological basis. 


Dy Hasan Hamdi Ibrahim, the president of Catto University, says that the responsi- 
bility of forming the student unions falls fully on the shoulders of the student 
base and on the degree of its participation in the elections so that this base may 
eliminate completely the negative attitude which prevailed in the student elections 
in the past few years and which produced elements that did not represent the major- 
ity. On the other hand, students excelling educationally, athletically, culturally 
and artistically should nominate themselves for the membership of the student coun- 
cil unions. At the same time, the elections propaganda campaign will be conducted 
within the framework of the university traditions which do not permit the holding 
of parties or pavilions [gatherings] within the university or college campuses and 
which ban the posting of cloth signs, thus confining propaganda to the student's 
positive role in student action. 


Dr Muhawmad Kamil Abu Laylah, the president of "Ayn Shams University, says that 
formation -f the student unions will be confined to regular students of the univers- 
ity colleges and institutes who are registered for a B.A. or M.A. degree, provided 
that they are students who have paid union fees. The newcoming students and the 
correspondence students paying the union fees will have the right to engage in the 
various aspects of activity pertaining to the union, without having the right to 
take part in the election or nomination. 


Dr Abu Laylah adds that the student unions’ role in the coming phase has been de- 
fined as that of taking part in developing spiritual and moral values and national 
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and pan-Arab awareness among the students, training them on leadership, giving them 
the opportunity to express their opinions responsibly, spreading a positive college 
spirit among the students, bolstering the ties between the students and the faculty 
members and university workers, discovering, polishing and encouraging the students’ 
talents, abilities and skills, encouraging the formation and bolstering the activi- 
ties of student families and cooperative associations, organizing athletic, social, 
scout, art and cultural activities and enhancing the level of such activities and 
organizing the student capabilities to employ them in the service of society. 


Dr Ibrahim al-'Adawi, the vice president of Cairo University, Says that the student 
union council of each college or institute will take part in implementing all of 
these objectives through five fundamental committees, namely: The families com- 
mittee which encourages the formation of families in the college or institute, 
bolsters their activities and coordinates the activities of the various families 

in a college or an institute; the athletic activity committee which encourages 
healthy competitive spirit among the students, encourages and exerts efforts to 
develop the athletic talents and organizes athletic activity in the college, in- 
cluding the formation of athletic teams and the holding of athletic tournaments, 
contests and rallies; the cultural and art activity committee which organizes the 
various aspects of the cultural activity that leads to familiarizing the student 
with the characteristics of his society and its development needs, which encourages 
the development of literary hobbies among the students, which develops and enhances 
the various artistic talents among the students and which holds art celebrations 
and exhibits that display the students' artistic activity; the explorers and 
public service committee which organizes the various aspects of the scout activity 
and implements the environmental service programs in a manner that contributes to 
developing the society and which exerts efforts for student participation in the 
general national service projects required by the country's needs; and the social 
activity and travel committee which develops social ties between the students and 
the faculty members and workers, spreads the college spirit among them and organizes 
social and recreational trips and camps that help the students familiarize then- 
selves with the country's landmarks. 


Dr Hasan Hamdi further says that it has been decided to form each of the union's 
five committees under the chairmanship of an adviser who is a faculty member and 
with the membership of two students from each class elected annually by their class- 
mates by secret poll and with a representative of the technical’. outfit of the 
Youth Welfare [Agency]. Each committee will elect its secretary from anong its 
members. The college student union council will approve the working programs of its 
various committees, will coordinate the work of these committees, will strengthen 
the relations withthe other student unions in the university colleges and insti- 
tues and will elect its secretary from among its student members. The union council 
will be formed under the chairmanship of the college dean and will include the 
chairman of the union council committees, who are faculty members, the head of the 
technical outfit of the Youth Welfare Agency and the secretaries of the union coun- 
cil committees, who are students. A council will also be formed in each university 
to coordinate the student activities under the chairmanship of the university vice 
president for educational and student affairs. This council will organize the 
athletic, art, literary and scout contests held officially for the university's 
colleges and institutes and will form the teams which will represent the university 
in athletic, art, literary and scout activities and in the environmental service 
projects. 
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The president of Cairo University adds that it has been decided to obtain the ap- 
proval of a college dean prior to holding lectures, conferences and exhibits and 
prior to inviting speakers from outside the college or the institute concerned. An 
annual union subscription fee of 1.5 pounds will be collected from every college 
student. The conditions to be met by those nominating themselves for membership of 
the student council committees have been determined. These conditions require that 
the student be an Egyptian of good standing, be a new student and not a repeater in 
his class for any reason, be a student who has paid the union fees, be a student 
with considerable activity in the work sphere of the committee to which he nomin- 
ates himself and be a student who has not been sentenced to a penalty restricting 
his freedom and whose membership in a student union or committee has not been sus- 
pended. 


The university president has further added that for the elections of the college or 
institute student union committees to be correct, it is required that at least 

50 percent of the eligible students take part in the elections. If the percentage 
is not met, the elections will be postponed to another date within a maximum of 3 
days of the first elections. In chis case, it is required that at least 20 percent 
of the voters take part in the elections. If this percentage is not met this time, 
all the students of the class which failed to produce the required number of voters 
will be excluded from representation. In this case, the college dean will appoint 
a council to manage the union affairs from among elements excelling in their studies 
and in union activity who meet the nomination requirements. Therefore, the most 
serious threat facing the student elections is the student with a negative attitude 
and the phenomenon of negativity in the elections. Will this phenomenon disappear 
this year? 


Sum of 2.5 Million Pounds To Bolster Student Activity 


The Council of Egyptian University Presidents held last week a special meeting 
under the chairmanship of Dr Mustafa Kamal Hilmi, the minister of education, and 
attended by Dr ‘Abd al-Hamid Hasan, the chairman of the Higher Youth and Sports 
Council, to discuss the aspects of the Higer Council's participation in bolstering 
the university youth activities in the spheres of athletics, public service and 
environmental service. 


A reporter from AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI has learned that it was decided at the meeting 
to allocate a sum of 2.2 million pounds to bolster the university student activi- 
ties, including 700,000 pounds for urgent repair and construction work in athletic 
facilities, 160,000 pounds for student union activities, 100,000 pounds for cul- 
tural and general activity in the university towns and 60,000 pounds for the Uni- 
versity Athletic Union. 


The presidents of the universities have also discussed the possibility of reinstat- 
ing the university youth weeks involving athletic, cultural and art activities. 


Dr Hasan Hamdi, the president of Cairo University, has decided to allocate one-half 
million pounds for maintenance of the athletic fields of the university's medical 
and agricultura’ colleges. 
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EX-PRIME MINISTER SIDQI CONSIDERS PUBLIC SECTOR ESSENTIAL 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 671, 23 Nov 81 pp 12-15 


[Interview with ‘Aziz Sidqi, first minister of industry, by Jamal Zayidah and 
Rawiyah al-Sawi; date and place not specified] 


[Text] Dr ‘Aziz Sidqi says: "Public sector is not a whim 

but a necessity; Holding companies are nothing but a change 
in name of specialized establishments; There must be a re~ 

turn to planning because without it, public sector will not 
develop." 


For a long time and since he departed from the political arena, he has preferred 
silence. He has always preferred not to make press statements. He has accompan- 
ied most of the economic and political developments experienced by Egypt in the 
past quarter century. He was one of the makers of economic policy in Egypt. They 
still consider him the "father of Egyptian industry." He was the first to hold 
the position of minister of industry in Egypt in 1956 when a sum of 12 million 
pounds was allocated for the entire industry sector in the 1957 budget. He super- 
vised the industry sector for 17 years. The accomplishments for which he is known 
are his preparation of the law organizing industry in Egypt, his formulation of the 
first Egyptian industrial development plan and his introduction of the system of 
specialized establishments in industry. He is Dr ‘Aziz Sidqi, the first minister 
of industry and a former prime minister. The focus of our interview with him was 
the public sector and how it has developed. 


[Question] Even though the issue of the public sector has reached the stages of 
legislation, there are still voices that urge the need to include more realistic 
solutions for:the public sector in the new legislation--solutions that lead this 
sector to the stage of actual development. What is the difference between the 
picture of the public sector when it was established in the late 1950's and the 
desired development plans? 


[Answer] Before answering this question, I must ask: Do we need the public sector 
or not? When we set up the public sector in the late 1950's, was this action 

taken because of a mere whim to set up the so-called public sector or because of 

a need? Throughout the recent years, the actions have given the impression that 
the state doesn't want the public sector and that it hasn't given the sector the 
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capabilities to develop itself with investments. The opposite is true, as evi- 
denced by the fact that the state has given foreign and private capital benefits 
which it has denied the public sector and by the taxes and fees which are paid by 
the public sector production but not by the foreign investor. The present condi- 
tions of the public sector are the reault of these actions. The fault does not 
lie in the public sector itself but in the fact that this sector's owner has not 
given it its due. The public sector emerged in Egypt by necessity and as a result 
of Egypt's need for this sector. In 1952, the investment in industry was 2.1 mil- 
lion pounds. This is what the private sector invested at its maximum capability and 
without any restrictions. When we drew up the plan [not further specified], we 
found out that we needed to expand industrializatior. Our investment needs 
amounted to 50 million pounds annually, i.e. a total of 250 million pounds through- 
out the 5 years. We also found out that the private sector had allocated 2 million 
pounds only. Thus, the idea of encouraging this sector emerged and we were able to 
secure for it 5 million pounds with which to participate in industry. The state 
could find no alternative to securing the remaining sum. This is where the state 
responsibility in development emerged. This was the incentive and the state appro- 
priated the sums necessary to realize development, not only in industry but also 

in agriculture and in other spheres, asa result of the limited capabilities of 

the private sector. This is how the state became the owner of companies. State 
ownership increased after the 1956 war and the subsequent nationalization of the 
foreign banks and firms which were placed under sequestration. This raised an 
important question: How will the state manage this enormous investment volume? 

An agency had to be set up to manage this large number of companies and the answer 
was found in setting up the Economic Establishment, the Egyptian Establishment and 
the Bank of Egypt Establishment. We proposed at the time that the industrial sec- 
tor's establishments be divided into specialized establishments. President Jamal 
"Abd al-Nasir approved the idea and applied it to the other sectors. If expertise 
is available, then we can by combining this expertise, though limited it may be, 

in specialized establishments supervise a unified type of production and activity 
with an efficiency that may not be possible if this small degree of available 
expertise is scattered among various establishments and companies. The industrial 
Sector alone came to have eight such specialized establishments. The major tech- 
nical and administrative experts specialized in managing the public sector gathered 
in these establishments. It is difficult for the foreign investor or the private 
sector to secure for itself such expertise. This is the idea of specialized 
establishments, each of which includes similar companies so that each sector may be 
able to present its own development plan. Within the framework of the state's 
capabilities, the private investments in each sector were approved. 


It is thus obvious that the public sector was not a4 mere whim but a need emanating 
from state ownership which increased considerably in that manner. 


Have Specialized Establishments Succeeded? 
[Question] Has the system of specialized establishments been the ideal system in 
managing the public sector companies? In other words, has the idea of specialized 


establishments succeeded? 


[Answer] Yes, it succeeded beyond expectation because it gave us the ability to 
supervise this sector. We not only supervised the companies directly but there 
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was, mreover, a specialized establishment with its: own outfit and experts. Com- 
pany heads were represented in the establishment. This is what they call nowadays 
the holding company. These are insignificant names. What is important is the 
precise organizational order capable of supervising these companies. The criterion 
of the companies' success is the results and nothing else. Before the October 1973 
war, we had no foreign investment. We waged the October battle with our own re- 
Sources. We refused to resort to ration cards and the people felt no drop in pro- 
duction. Why? Because we had formulated production plans. We did not need any 
foreign aid in production. 


Where did that production come from? It came from the public sector. The private 
sector had a limited role in production and its share of the production did not 
exceed 25 percent. As for production efficiency, I believe that it did attain a 
good level, even though we faced the problem of improving the production quality. 
I think that many still remember the production standard realized in textiles, 
ties and refrigerators as a result of reliance on the public sector. 


[Question] In recent years, some opinions have emerged to call for paying attention 
to agriculture anew because we had neglected agriculture for expansion in industry. 


[Answer] When the revolution broke out, Egypt's population was 21 million persons 
and we had 6 million feddans of cultivable lands. Now we have become 43 million 
and the area of the cultivable land is still unchnaged. This is because the pos- 
sibilities of expanded land reclamation and of adding new cultivable areas were 
limited. This is why we had to expand in other spheres of production through 
industrialization in order to meet the consumption needs and not to import our 
requirements, or at least to enhance the production and export operation to secure 
the foreign currency needed to import our requirements. The growth in the industry 
sector did not take place at the expense of other sectors because industry was 
able to realize its investment plan whereas the capabilities of the other sectors 
were limited, such as the agriculture sector which implemented one year only 30 
percent of its investments. All this was done in accordance with a definite de- 
velopment plan taking into consideration the state's needs. 


Planning Is Necessity, no Luxury 


[Sidqi added] In the so-called era of closed-door policy and without any foreign 
investment, we were able to raise industrial production to high levels because of 
the presence of a clear plan. Egypt's cement production in that period amounted 

to 4.2 million tons [annually] and we had a surplus of nearly 1 million tons for 
export. We used to supply the Gulf area and Saudi Arabia with their cement re- 
quirements. Thanks to planning, we were able to increase the number of sugar plants 
because we used to determine our sugar needs annually and take into our considera- 
tion the population growth rates. We had a plan for expansion in the sugar indust- 
ry until 1990 and we had a surplus to export. In that period also, the industrial 
sector met its foreign currency needs through its exports. 


No to Consumption Open-Door Policy 


[Question] Since assuming the responsibility, President Husni Mubarak has urged the 
need to discuss transforming the consumption open-door policy into a production 
open-door policy. How can this be realized through industry? 
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[Answer] Because our resources are limited in some spheres and because we need 

to enhance the development rates, we have had to try to seek help from the re- 
souces of the outside world. This help must be planned, i.e. we must determine in 
advance our own resources and what the local productian outfit can do and then de- 
termine the spheres of investment in which to permit the foreign investor to oper- 
ate. We must also re-examine the policy of foreign borrowing so that the purpose 
of borrowing may be productive. I fully agree with President Husni Mubarak's call 
for channelling the open-door policy toward production and not toward consumption. 
This is why the borrowing policy must be geared toward the construction of projects 
and not toward financing consumer goods. The state's policy at the outset of the 
revolution was the policy of expanding the services through taxes and expanding in 
loans for the purpose of production. If this policy is embraced, the open-door 
policy will not pose the danger it is now posing and will turn into a production 
open-door policy. 


Hot To Develop 


[Question] Let us return to the issue of the public sector. How can this sector be 
developed and enhanced? 


[Answer] The public sector is experiencing countless problems because of the poli- 
cies that have been followed toward it. For example, most of the successful ele- 
ments that used to work in the public sector have found out that the attitude taken 
toward this sector means that it is no longer wanted. Therefore, loyalty to the 
public sector has ceased to exist. This is in addition to the inducements in the 
face of these capabilities. A public sector official who earns a salary of 2,500 
pounds annually gets offers of 20,000 pounds a year from the open-door policy com- 
panies and others. This is why expertise has begun to escape from this sector. 
This is the expertise which has been developed by the public sector and from which 
the entire Arab world is currently benefiting. Egypt is the one that has paid the 
price for this expertise and now we suffer from a big drop in the level of the ef- 
ficiency of the public sector's management. However, this is not a flaw in the 
public sector but an external flaw imposed on it. 


Voices have also risen to call for selling shares of the public sector companies to 
the Egyptians and the foreign partner has come to take part in purchasing the pub- 
lic sector. 


If there is failure on the part of the public sector officials, then these offi- 
cials must be brought to account. But before they are brought to account, this 
question must be answered: Has the state given the public sector its due? 


Then came the foreign firms to go into partnership with the public sector companies, 
with the foreign partner negotiating with the heads of public sector companies who 
earn a limited salary and who would be earning manyfold this salary if they em- 
barked on joint ventures [with the foreign partner]. We entered the phase of 
open-door economy on the basis that the foreign investor would play a major role 

in industrial investment. This has not happened. The foreign investor came and 
defined the projects in which he wanted to participate and which yield high profits 
in a short time. If we are discussing [the lack of] development in the public 
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sector resulting from internal causes, then these causes can be changed. But [it 
is a different story] if the cause is denial of the public sector of the means that 
enable it to progress. Developing thepublic sector comes by way of the officials’ 
faith in the need for development. This can be done only through expansion of the 
public sector. The only way to overcome the economic crisis we are experiencing 

is to expand production to the furthest limit possible, regardless of the foreign 
investments, and to give the:public sector an opportunity equal to that given to 
the foreign investor. 


Possible and Available 
[Question] Can the flaws from which the public sector is suffering be corrected? 


[Answer] Yes, as evidenced by the fact that these plants were successful at one 
time. If the hypothetical lifespan of the machinery has =ended, then a policy 

of replacement, renewal and of studying the means for the return of the capabili- 
ties that have fled can be adopted. 


[Question] Does the reform require a change in the economic policies adopted? 


[Answer] No doubt. Curtdiling luxury consumption is in itself a change in poli- 
cies. Pushing production toward a maximum is also a change in policies. Conse- 
quently, the state budget must be reconsidered so that what is needed for produc- 
tion development, whether in the sphere of industry or agricul tee, may be appro- 
priated. This should be done on the basis of a specific and implementable develop- 
ment plan through which we can approve [realize] the new expansions and investments. 


8404 
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PROCEDURES FOR REGISTRATION OF COMMERCIAL AGENTS OUTLINED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 671, 23 Nov 81 p 7 
[Article: "Registration of 227 Commercial Agents in 10 Months"] 


[Text] Nihad Dahi, the director of the commercial agents section of the Trade 
Register Agency, has stated that the number of commercial agents recorded in the 
section's register in the period from 1 January 1981 to the end of October 1981 
amounted to 227 agents, 223 of them from the private sector and only 4 companies 
from the public sector. He added that the number of private sector agencies owned 
by more than one individual has reached 128 agencies and of those owned by one 
individual has reached 96 agencies. 


The four public sector companies recorded in the commercial agents section this 
year are: 


Al-Buhayrah Land Reclamation Joint-Stock Company, 
The High Dam Civilian Works Company, 

The Paints and Chemical Industries Company, and 
The Egyptian Mechanical Industries Company (SADLI). 


The director of the commercial agents section asserts that most of the agencies 
licensed this year are confined to investment and production commodities, such as 
machinery and production equipment. Meanwhile, the agencies for consumer commodi- 
ties are diminishing gradually. 


Nihad Dahi adds that the commercial agents section, founded 6 years ago, experiences 
problems because the agents are not familiar with the regulations to be observed 
when a commercial agent wants to register his name in the section. This is in 
addition to the fact that most agents are unaware of the documents required for the 
registration of individually-owned or public sector companies. Most of these docu- 
ments are listed in the following: 


An up-to-date copy of the document of registration in the commercial register con- 
cerned listing the number of agencies involved and the company's spheres of activ- 
ity. 
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A certificate of experience [sic] from the chamber of commerce listing the products 
namdd in the contracts with the foreign company. 


A certificate from the Travel Documents, Immigration and Citizenship Agency stating 
that the applicant is an Egyptian born to an Egyptian father. 


An up-to-date criminal record. 


This is in addition to five statements affirming that the applicant is not engaged 
in full-time political work, is not a member of the.People's Assembly, is not a 
first-grade relative of a government official or of an official of the public sec- 
tor companiés and establishments, especially of an official holding a high admin- 
istrative position or an equal position, and has not worked in the government or the 
public authorities for the 2 years preceding the date on which the application is 
submitted to the commercial representatives section and until that date. 


Nihad Dahi has further added that the requirements concerning the commercial repre- 
sentation contract is that it must not [sic] be certified by the Egyptian consulate 
and the chamber of commerce in the country in which it is concluded and that it must 
State clearly that the applicant is the sole representative in Eygpt. The products 
included in the representation contract must also be defined clearly, in addition 
to defining the percentage of the commission collected by the agent from the 
foreign firm--a percentage which must be fixed so that the commercial agent may 

not [sic] be able to renew his contract annually as of the date of registration in 
the commercial agents register by submitting two copies of form No 12 concerning 
the commercial agents, coupled with a statement by the agent affirming that all 

the representation contracts are valid during the renewal period and at the same 
commission percentage set before. 


Development in Commercial Agencies 


in 6 Years 
Year Total Number of Agencies Types 
Public Sector Private Sector 

1976 244 15 229 
1977 771 29 742 
1978 1,059 37 1,022 
1979 1,384 41 1,343 
1980 1,645 44 1,601 
1981 1,872 48 1,824 
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EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


IMPORT LIMITS--A representative of AL-AHRAM has learned that the government is 
currently giving serious study to possible means of checking the trend in imports 
in a way that will not have an adverse effect on the requirements of the production 
sector or the availability of basic goods. This follows & jump in imports without 
conversion of currency from 51.8 million pounds in 1975 to approximately 1 billion 
pounds in 1980, a twenty-fold increase. Overall imports have also increased 
dramatically, reaching 53 percent of the national product in 1980 versus 21 percent 
in 1973. The representative has also learned that the impact of the import tread 
is not limited to the importation of luxury goods but also extends to the increased 
incentive to import huge quantities of food and intermediate goods that is being 
brought about--especially with respect to those products which can be produced and 
processed domestically. [Text] [Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 19 Dec 81p1] 8591 
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RIFT IN MULLAH LEADERSHIP DISCUSSED 
(Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian to Iran 1330 GMT 15 Fen 82 


[Unattributed Commentary] 


[Text] Yesterday's news included a report that mullah 'Ali Khamene‘i, the 
president of Khomeyni's regime, said in an interview with the U.S. NEWSWEEK 
magazine that the regime's leadership is preparing itself to take over the 
running of the country following Khomeyni's death. He talked about a council 
made up of between three to five individuals appointed by an assembly of 
experts who would take over Khomeyni's responsibilities. He then discussed 
the possibility of purchasing arms from the Soviet Union. 


Some points made by mullah Khamene'i seem calculated. They show a fierce 
struggle to obtain power in the era following Khomeyni. The turbaned 
president of the regime of the Islamic republic, who also represents the 
hard-line faction of the ruling group and has the title of secretary general 
of the Islamic Republican Party, is supported by Hezbollahis and the group 
known as the student followers of the imam's line. They occupy all the 
secondary positions in the government and are awaiting a new move. 


Khamene'i's clear reference to Khomeyni's death, especially when made to a 
famous U.S. magazine, shows that Khomeyni will be gone in the near future. 
This may be, as the French news agency reported, because of his generally 
deteriorating health or else be the omen of a sudden and deadly illness that 
will visit him in the dark of night in the near future in the same manner it 
visited Ayatollah Taleqani. 


Mullah Khamene'i's emphasis on the formation of a three-to-five individual 
council by a new council of experts--which amounts to opposition to selection 
by a council of religious experts as stipulated in the Velayat-e Faqih-style 
constitution--has started debate in political circles. For instance, mullah 
Khamené'i intends to put aside Ayatollah Montazeri, who has so far been 
referred to as Khomeyni's replacement, with such talk. It is also a way of 
making faces at the religious figures and grand ayatollahs who consider 
Khamene'i unfit. Seyyed 'Ali Khamene'i, by avoiding use of the name of the 
council of religious experts and religious ieaders and by stressing the leader- 
ship, has in fact opened a road for himself and his trusted friends to take 














over power after Khomeyni. Also, considering the family ties and close rela- 
tions between Khamene'i and Mir Hoseyn Musavi-Khamene'i, the prime minister 

of the regime and a member of the leadership, the stress on the word 
"individuals" instead of religious leaders results from [a desire] to select 
unturbaned extremist members of the council which will replace Khomeyni. The 
close behind-the-scenes relation between the President Khamene'i--who according 
to his master Sheykh 'Ali Tehrani is unfit--and mullah Musavi Kho 'iniha--the 
brain behind and the turbaned and cloaked leader of the so-called student 


followers of the imam's line--indicate the formation of three links in a 
chain called Musavi. 


As political experts indicate, if we consider Musavi-Kho'iniha the center 

of Soviet operations in Iran and a communist Hojjat ol-Eslam,. then mullah 
Khamene'i's approval to purchase arms from the Soviet Union assumes a clearer 
meaning. This move is supported by the Soviet Union abroad and by the Tudeh 
Party inside the country. Political observers believe that the secret and 
very strong disagreement between mullahs Hashemi-Rafsanjani and Musavi- 
Khamene'i, their groupings, the anger of the gang of Sheykh Hoseyn 'Ali 
Montazeri and the mullahs in Qom's theological school as well as other grand 
ayatollahs with this col]lusion and plotting by the president--who is a so- 
called follower of the philosophy [of the regime]--in the not too distant 
future will turn Iran into the scene of a sustained and possibly bloody clash 
between the mullahs who will be fighting for power following Khomeyni's death. 


However, what is of interest to the Iranian nation is not the victory of this or 
that mullah. The Iranian nation wants an end to mullahs and Iran's liberation 
from the claws of mullahism. The Iranian nation is arising for the sake of the 
freedom and independence of their homeland and in order to send all groups of 
mullahs and foreigners in the guise of Iranians to their graves together, so 
that it is again written in the history of the liberation movements of nations 
that so long as an Iranian is alove, Iran will never die. 
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‘CLANDESTINE RADIO" COMMENTS ON KHOMEYNI'S HEALTH 


NC171448 (Clandestine) Voice of Iran in Persian 1805 GMT 16 Feb 82 


[Unattributed Commentary ] 


[Text] There was obviously a critical deterioration in the health of the 
82-year-old leader of the Islamic Republic last year and heart specialists 
from Germany and Switzerland once again went to Tehran to treat him. Khnomeyni 
is in no way able to carry out current affairs. 


Dear listeners: This is the exact report dispatched last week by the world's 
reliable news agencies and publications quoting the SUNDAY TIMES. 


On the anniversary of the execution of the first group of zealous patriotic 
officers of the imperial Iranian armed forces, namely, the late Rahimi and 
Manuchehr Khosrowdad, whose cries of "long live Iran" from the rooftop of 
"Alavi School in the sinister year of 1978 were answered with bullets fired 
by foreign hirelings, the publication of reports on Khomeyni's imminent 

death may be extremely meaningful from the point of view of those who believe 
in fate and in the vengeance of nature. But more meaningful than this is 
undoubtedly the feeling of happiness among millions of Iranians who, for 

3 whole years, have been captives of oppression, terror and hypocrisy in the 
name of religion. 


According to a German correspondent, while the rumors on the imminent death 

of the most bloodthirsty ayatollah of the century have caused great concern 
among Khomeyni's entourage, very surprisingly these rumors have made some of 
the mullahs who follow the same course as he does--mullahs who hope to succeed 
Khomeyni and who have started a war to achieve the post of theocrat--happy. 

It may be foreseen that the most (?7disappointed) of these mullahs is 

Sheykh Hoseyn ‘Ali Montazeri, who was built into a supreme jurisconsult by 

the deceased Beheshti and (?imposed) on the people. But the supreme juris- 
consult now faces other rivals who, again according to the German correspondent, 
are also carrying out futile efforts because the death of the Islamic Republic 
also is imminent. 


An interesting fact in reports concerning Khomeyni's terminal disease is the 
(?wall) built by his entourage around him. According to the English weekly 
IRAN PRESS SERVICE, throughout the country one can perceive the general feeling 
that Khomeyni no longer has close relations with the people and that because 
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of his extreme weakness does not pay attention to what is going on in his regime 
and, in general, does not understand the realities (?70f the present times). 

Even though he is living in (?a well-equipped house) [word indistinct], never- 
theless it is surrounded by armed guards with (?filthy faces), beards and 

[word indistinct] uniforms, forbid any (?unidentified creature) to come close 
to his residence. Even though (?they organized Khomeyni's meetings in the 
Jamaran mosque), nevertheless a veil of secrecy covers (?the most corrupt) 
ayatollah of the ages and his terminal disease too is among these secrets. 


What is definite is that Khomeyni is suffering a severe heart ailment and foreign 
physicians who have been in charge of his treatment for the past 2 years have 
confirmed this. One of these physicians even said (?in Kuwait) recently that 
Khomeyni (?is not too far from death) and that it may be only possible to keep 
him alive for a while longer. But other reports reaching outside sources from 
behind the Iron Curtain of Jamaran indicate that the 82-year-old leader of the 
mullahs is also suffering from a (?severe eye ailment and that he has lost his 
eyesight). In addition, another rumor indicates that Khomeyni is also suffering 
from cancer (?0f the colon). At any rate, the publication of such reports and 
rumors indicates that the last days of Khomeyni's life (?have been kept in 

such secrecy) [words indistinct] that his being or not being is directly 

linked with the fate of the Islamic Republic and (?consequently) with the fate 
of the ruling mullahs--mullahs whose biggest wish at present may be to find a 
calm and secure corner or [word indistinct], 


However, Khomeyni's secretive life leads the people to believe the unconfirmed 
reports on his death, especially since his entourage and the ruling mullahs 

do not issue any statement or say anything to this effect. News sources that 
have been banned from visiting Iran and are now established in Beirut and are 
in telephone contact with Tehran report that Khomeyni's death has passed the 
boundaries of a rumor and the ruling mullahs of the regime have kept this 
report from the people in order to control the situation and in fear of 
unforeseen developments. At any rate, whether Khomeyni is alive or he is 
breathing his last breaths, as Western radios and sources also say in general, 
after 3 years the death of Khomeyni's bloody regime too has come. 
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IRAN 


STATE OF KHOMEYNI'S HEALTH DISCUSSED 
(Clandestine) Ra’io Iran in Persian to Iran 1330 GMT 21 Feb 82 
[Unattributed commentary: "Talk of the Day"] 


[Text] The rumors of Khomeyni's illness or his (?imminent) death, which the 
international media have mentioned frequently, has accentuated and revealed the 
[word indistinct] and fears of the Khomeyni regime. After the spread of the 
rumor, it is again obvious that the Tehran regime is dependent upon one individual 
and has no other basis. Also, that individual--who for quite some time has held 
spurious sway--no louger enjoys that popularity or support. In fact, his former 
cohorts even oppose hin. 


In the beginning, the Islamic Republic's regime did not indicate the slightest 
reaction to rumors of Khomeyni's indisposition or death. With the strengthening 
of the rumors, one or two employees of Khomeyni's office in Tehran--with whom 
Some news agencies had established contact with great difficulty--stated that the 
imam's condition was very, very, very good. The fact that the regime of the 
Islamic Republic did not react to the rumor of Khomeyni's illness or demise and 
the statement issued by employees of Khomeuni's office in Tehran noting that the 
mullah was in good spirits is an indication of their fear and anxiety. 


Even the mention of Khomeyni's death frightens the pawns of the regime. Terror 
of the decline and disintegration of the regime prevents authorities of the 
Islamic Republic from announcing the facts concerning Khomeyni's disposition 
and causes them to speak of it as a problem. This is because this issue is 
synonymous with disaster for them. 


The consequences or effects of Khomeyni's death on hastening the downfall of the 
regime requires another commentary. For the present, we will put aside the 
present rumor and say that there is no doubt that the players behind the scenes 
of Khomeyni's regime tremble at the mere thought of the worsening of his condi- 
tion or the death of the aged dictator. 


In their opinion, the imam is the unifying factor of the regime and the element 
of eternity and immortality. He ts the only thing that is keeping differences 
from occurring among the echelons and the [word indistinct] of conflicting events 
in the Islamic regime circles. With his death the heterogeneous regime will be 
shattered. | 











The very thought of the worsening of Khomeyni's condition or his demise creates 
horror and perplexity among those in the regime who work behind the scenes. 

This reminds one of the fate of regimes that have a dictator (?at the helm). 

With the elimination of the dictator, the infrastructure of the regime collapses 
or its very existence is threatened. It is therefore characteristic of such 
regimes that they conceal news from the people and--to the best of their ability-- 
substitute farfetched falsehoods for the truth. 


When it comes to the dissemination of news on the death of a dictator or something 
that shakes the very foundations of their power, they endeavor to release the news 
after a delay or in the form of a rumor among social circles or through the 
introductory remarks of those who are deceiving each other. This gives them 
enough time to stem the tide of events concomitant to such crises. 


The present rumors of the seriousness of the illness or [word indistinct] or the 
death of Khomeyni aside, every person who recognizes the true nature of this 
regime knows that in the advent of such an occurrence, the regime will not reveal 
the truth at once and will concentrate all efforts on the fact that it can control 
the (?bedlam) following the release of such news. 


Such a situation is impossible in the eyes of the world. First, because during 
the lifetime of Khomeyni the Islamic Republic's regime has been ailing more than 
Khomeyni himself. It is embroiled with the forces of resistance throughout our 
country. Second, how can an ailing regime harness the tide of mutiny and national 
uprising when it cannot succeed even with the presence of Khomeyni? 
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KHOMEYNI RECETVES MESSAGE FROM IRAQI ULEMA 
GF150930 Tehran International Service in Arabic 0900 GMT 15 Feb 82 


[Text] Imam Khomeyni, leader of the Islamic revolution, has received the 
following congratulations message from approximately 100 struggling Iraq 
Ulema and theological students: 


In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate. His eminence the grand 
ayatollah, leader of the Islamic revolution Seyyed Imam Khomeyni, may his 
shadow continue. At the beginning of the third anniversary of the triumph 
of the great Islamic revolution on 22 Bahman [11 February] against the 
biggest imperialist base in the region, and in the confrontation that is 
being led by this revolution against the forces of international oppression 
and its agents in the region, the Ulema and theological students of Iraq 
declare their support for the Islamic revolution under your wise leadership 
under the banner of Islam and the Velayat-e Faqih and reiterate their 
determination to continue along the path of struggle, the path of martyrdom 
and blood, the party that has been irrigated with the blood of our martyrs-- 
foremost among whom is our martyr Seyyed Muhammad Baqir al-Sadr--to topple 
the ruling puppet regime of Baghdad and establish an Islamic rule in bleeding 
Iraq. 


Until the hopes of the world's Oppressed and deprived have been achieved under 
the triumphant banner of Islam, may God guide your steps, benefit Muslims 


by your honorable presence and bring victory through you. Peace and God's 
mercy and blessings be upon you, 


CSO: 4604/15 
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IRAN 


KHOMEYNI'S EFFORTS TO SILENCE PATRIOTS CONDEMNED 
NC191232 (Clandestine) Voice of Iran in Persian 0330 GMT 19 Feb 82 
[Unattributed commentary ] 


[Text] Compatriots. The executioner Khomeyni has not set aside his (?insane 
thoughts). Some say that Khomeyni is very ill, or that he is dying; others say 
that Khomeyni is dead. But no. He may be (?on the precipice of death) but he 
has not yet died. The leader of the revolution of the spies and the founder of 
the republic of knife-wielders and murderers (?has not stopped his inhumane acts). 


On (?Thursday), Khomeyni ordered his devoted servant, Sheykh Ma' adikhah, to 
prevent the dissemination of lying propaganda by rumor~mongering and lying bodies, 
and to be assisted in this matter by all the organizations of his wretched 
republic. We all know what Khomeyni means by issuing these orders; and we all 
know that the organizations he is referring to are nothing other than his own 
murderous corps of Revolution Guards, club-wielding hezbollahis, and security 
organizations of his despicable regime. The dying Khomeyni wants to silence the 
voice of his opponents regardless of the fact that before the fulfillment of this 
dream his life will be silenced. Khomeyni wants to prevent the patriots’ 
activities, which convey the truth to their compatriots ears. Khomeyni wants 

to stop the patriots’ radios, like the Voice of Iran, the Free Voice of Iran, 

and Radio Iran. But this bloodsucking old man is hoping in vain. Khomeyni also 
wants to silence dozens of publications issued by patriots, publications which 
reveal his regime's crimes. 


But the old man of Jamaran, this 82-year old creature who for 82 years had no 
other thought in his sick mind but that of killing and shedding the blood of 
Iranians and the destruction of Iran, should know that Iranian patriots will not 
sit idle for even one moment as long as Iranian blood runs in their veins. They 
will continue their holy national duty and convey the truth to their compatriots’ 
ears. Neither Khomeyni, nor Ma'adikhah, nor the other executioners ruling our 
country will have the strength and power to prevent the implementation of this 
national duty. 


CSO: 4640/168 
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IRAN 


PRESIDENT RECEIVES MILITARY IDEOLOGY CHIEFS 
LD181844 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1630 GMT 18 Feb 82 


[Text] According to a Central News Unit report, the heads of the political- 
ideological offices of the ground forces of the armed forces of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, together with a group of ground forces personnel, this after- 
noon met with President Seyyed ‘Ali Khamene'i. 


At this meeting Mr Khamene'i, referring to the steadfastness and resistance shown 
by the soldiers of Islam against the aggressive Ba'thist enemies, said: Your 
work is one of thegreatest values in Islamic society and your action, presence, 
initiative and efforts enjoy divine favor. Nowhere else in the world can you 
find an army which is governed by divine aspiration and belief. This is one of 
the characteristics of the army of the Islamic Republic and we are proud of this 
army, which recalls the memory of the heroes of the early Islamic era. 


Mr Khamene'i went on: Using the valuable experience of the imposed war, today 
our army can claim to be the best army in the region. In the Islamic Republic 

a military man must have Islamic thought and guidance; but in an office or unit 
it should not be that the Islamic faith and action are regarded as something like 
the past regime's impositions, as Islamic faith is a valuable commodity and 
individuals themselves must rush to it willingly. 


The president added: You must encourage individuals to approach your Islam and 
faith through ethics, kindness, good manners and pleasantness; noble ideas cannot 
be encouraged through ill temper, anger and humiliation. 


Then Mr Khamene'i, explaining the necessity of using pious and efficient people, 
said: On our fronts the struggling, indefatigable and most sacrificing indivi- 
duals are those who have piety and a specialization. 


In conclusion he said: You must be the messengers and conveyers of correct 


Islamic thought throughout our army, and expand it, together with correct Islamic 
ethics and policy, at all levels of the army. 
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IRAN 


ESHRATABAD EXPLOSION ATTRIBUTED TO HEZBOLLAHIS 
GF221728 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 22 Feb 82 


[Excerpts] Our correspondent in Tehran reports that a large bomb exploded in 
"Eshratabad Square this morning and killed at least 11 persons and injured 
another 61. A Western news agency estimated the number of injured at 69. 


Following this incident and after a meeting of the regime's ministers this 
afternoon, a spokesman for the Khomeyni-Khamene'i government announced that 
counterrevolutionaries have started to kill innocent people on the occasion of 
the anniversary of 3 Esfand. 


According to the Free Voice of Iran correspondent, it was amazing that a few 
minutes after the explosion a number of Hezbollah members with Khomeyni pictures 
chanted slogans such as "Khomeyni the leader" and staged a demonstration against 
the regime's opponents. This preorganized and immediate demonstration no doubt 
strengthens the argument that the Hezbollahis were ready for this demonstration 
and somehow knew about the explosion beforehand. They were responsible for 
planting the bomb. 


The Free Voice of Iran correspondent adds that it is rumored in Tehran that 
Hezbollahi scum had intentionally chosen 3 Esfand for the explosion of this bomb 
so that they could blame a number of regime opponents. 


Following the explosion it was said that a number of opposition military and 
political groups including the Sarbedaran Organization condemned all operations 
that could threaten the ordinary peoples' lives. They expressed their disgust 
over the Hezbollahi and Savama agents. 
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RAFSANJANI WRITES OFF 'VOLUNTEERS' IN FRIDAY PRAYERS 
Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1030 GMT 12 Feb 82 


[Excerpts] The real and more important issue may be something else, something 
which we have not said yet but should gradually say it. They feel that Saddam 
is on the way out. They are thinking about the future of Iraq. There should 
be some foreign forces in Iraq so that when the Ba'th Party collapsed they 
will be able to assist those whom they wish to assist. It is a long time since 
they have been thinking about this issue. As we have been informed, Saudi 
Arabia has all its embassies to start discussions with Saddam's opponents. 

On the other hand, if they can, they may wish to bring Jordanian forces or 
similar forces to Iraq so that on the day the Iraqi forces return from the 
fronts and are angry the troops from other countries should be in Iraq so that 
they can do certain things which may be necessary. 


It is not the question of volunteers because volunteers will not go to Iraq 

to protect Saddam. The Palestinian ambassador and Mr ‘Arafat's special envoy, 
in their meeting with me, told me that they have information from Jordan 

that so far not even one person has voluntéered. This is very strange. This 
was what I was told by an official Palestinian figure in his official meeting 
with me. We even have the record of this conversation. Fortunately, it was 
recorded. He told me that in the centers they have set up for the Jordanians 
to register, not one, not one has volunteered, I did not think that there 
would not be even one volunteer. The Westerners claimed that their number 

had reached 1,000 or 2,000, or 3,000, but even they are said to be the retired 
officers, soldiers or other people. However, ‘Arafat's envoy was saying that 
not even one person has volunteered. There is total compulsion. 


In the so-called Moroccan parliament, four deputies have volunteered to come. 
These deputies are the same as our own old Majlis deputies whom we treated 

in the way they deserved. Several of Mr Shan Husayn's senoators have said 
that they will come. A land usurper has donated a piece of land and has 
said, use it to cover the expenses of the battle that these volunteers are 
going to start. I do not understand how they plan to pay the expenses of a 
battle by a piece of land in Jordan? Several hundred dollars are needed to 
pay for one Katyusha rocket. They have started it this way with disgrace. 














(?2The real volunteers) are the people of Pakistan who are shouting in mosques 
and have raised their clenched fists against the Pakistani Government demanding 


to be allowed to come to Iran and fight. These are volunteers of a different 
kind. 


The king of Morocco, the king of Saudi Arabia, the amir of Kuwait and their ilk 
have approved an affair like this. Well they ate [words indistinct] in order 
to prevent the nation of Iraq from running their own affairs in future. Of 
course, this is another of their mistakes because the previous authorities 

in Iran were much more powerful. [as heard] It does not matter how powerful 
the authorities become in Iraq, they will never become as powerful as Iran. 

The day that the nation of Iraq decides to control its ow fate, nobody can 
challenge them. When a nation decides to liberate itself the chains must 
break. When a nation decides to control its own fate, all the hands of tyranny 
must then retreat. The nation of Iraq should want it to happen themselves. 

It is not up to us to want such thing. We, from the start, condemned Saddam's 
crimes and now we are defending ourselves. It is up to the nation of Iraq, 

the people of the Arab world and other countries of the world to decide their 
own fates and it is up to the benevolent people of the world to help them. 


The issue of sending volunteers is thus doomed because it started with 

King Husayn., There is no one on earth who does not know that King Husayn 

has no volunteers. If King Husayn is supposed to have been able to recruit 
volunteers then the old shah should have been able to find many more 

volunteers. The shah managed to organize a few people to demonstrate in 

Support of the constitution; King Husayn and his clique cannot manage to 

gather one hundredth of those few people, even to support their own constitution. 


Therefore, be fully assured about this matter. It is not a serious matter. It 
is a sign of defeat. It is a sign of retreat. And at this point I call upon 
our brothers in the guards corps, our brother soldiers, officers and NOCs 

and other forces of Islam to be fully aware of the world situation and realize 
that the time is now appropriate to relieve our people from suspense and then 
we can go toward the liberation of [word indistinct], God willing, and toward 
reconstruction, and give arms to the healthy forces in the region. [end 
recording] 
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IRAN 


SHABASTARI STRESSES SUNNI-SHI'A SOLIDARITY 
PM221641 Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 17 Feb 82 p 4 


[Unattributed report: "At a Press Conference, the Iranian Delegation: The 
Lebanese People Should Themselves Solve Their Own Problems" ] 


[Text] Hojjat ol-Eslam Mohsen Mojtahed Shabastari, currently in Lebanon at the 
head of an Iranian delegatior, has stated that "the delegation's meetings with 
officials and public figures in Lebanon were positive and satisfactory." He 
emphasized that the Islamic Republic of Iran is determined "to provide the 
necessary aid for the Palestinian and Lebanese refugees." He urged the "Lebanese 
people to unite and solve their own problems." 


Shabastari was speaking at a press conference he held at noon yesterday at the 
Iranian Embassy in Beirut in the presence of the members of the Iranian delega- 
tion and embassy staff. 


He began his press conference by "saluting the martyrs of the Islamic revolution, - 
Southern Lebanon and usurped Palestine." He then said: "I wish to state here 
that despite all material calculations and despite all the policies of the East 
and the West, the Islamic revolution triumphed and managed, with its bare hands, 
to topple a regime that had survived for scores of years with U.S. support." 


He attacked Iraq and said that he hopes that "the meetings held between the 
Iranian delegation and officials and public figures along the road of unity of 
the oppressed will dispel the media's false rumors about the Islamic revolution." 


In reply to a question about the results of these meetings, he said: "The 
results were good and satisfactory. On the one hand we learned more about the 
tragedy and sufferings of the people in the South and on the other hand we 
explained the domestic situation in Iran which has been smeared by some tenden- 
tious media. We also became acquainted with the conditions of the Palestinian 
and Lebanese refugees and explored the best ways of extending assistance to them 
in the future, to improve their conditions." 


He continued: "We have urged the Lebanese people to unite and to solve their 
own problems themselves. We hope that our problems might end so that we may be 
able to give practical support to support the Lebanese people." 
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Replying to another question, he said that Iran will not attend the nonaligned 
states conference scheduled to be held in Iraq, "and we will ask the nonaligned 
states not to attend this conference." 


Shabastari was asked: Why does Iran refuse to have peace with Iraq? 


He replied: "Iran's policy is derived from the Holy Koran. We are not at all 
against peace, but we want our rights back, then we will make peace. We cannot 
have peace with a party that is occupying our territory." 


Shabastari called on Iraq to "return to the original borders which it crossed 
at the beginning of the war, to facilitate peace and revision of the 1975 agree- 
ment." 


On the domestic situation in Iran and the possibility of calling a halt to the 
executions, he said: "Certain venal news media are trying to distort the domestic 
picture by giving prominence to the executions and portraying them as a major 
problem. We wish to point out that those executed are the murderers, the common 
criminals and the unrepentant people." 


He added: "In Iran prison is a place for educating the prisoners. Some of them 
have been pardoned, about 2,000 of them." 


Discussing freedom in Iran, he said: "Parties, societies and other organizations 
are free to express their views in their ow media--in their magazines and in 
lectures. What is not permitted is the declaration of armed war against the 
Islamic revolution." 


He added: "The Tudeh Party and the Feda'i-ye Khalq are two socialist parties, 
they enjoy full freedom." 


Asked about the conditions of the Sunni sect in Iran, he said: "Lest my words 
be misinterpreted, I will let (Jad Qarri), the Sunni representative in this 
delegation, answer this question." 


(Qarri) said: "In Iran we the Sunnis, the Shi'ites and all other sects, live in 
equality and have the same rights and duties. The revolution does not discrimi- 
nate between one sect and another. All that is being said about persecution of 
a certain sect by another is just false rumors." 


He added: "We fight side by side and we live together with no racism or fanati- 
cism. The only aifference between one person and another is in the work they 
do, because our cause is Islam and we are wited wnder its banner." 


He added: "If we were oppressed it would mean that we have a cause and that it 
is up to us to raise our voices in defense of our rights, but others have no 
right to speak for us. We wish to stress that there is equality for all sects 
under the banner of Islam. We do not identify ourselves as minority or majority 
but as Iranians with equal rights and duties." 
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Referring to Saudi Arabia's decision to purchase AWACS planes, Shabastari said: 
"These planes are for the purpose of spying on the Islamic and other states. 

We condemn espionage. What can we do about the agents and reactionaries who 
willingly place themselves at the mercy of imperialism?" 


Yesterday the delegation resumed its contacts. It was received by Prime Minister 


Shafiq al-Wazzan, Foreign Minister Fu'ad Butrus and Information Minister Michel 
Iddih. 
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TRAN 


DELEGATION HOLDS PRESS CONFERENCE 
HK150208 Hong Kong STANDARD in English 15 Feb 82 p 1 
[Article by Lucille Wong] 


[Text] The Islamic Republic of Iran still resists any move for reconciliation 
with the United States, according to an 8-man Iranian delegation who arrived 
in Hong Kong from Beijing yesterday for a 3-day visit. 


On the third anniversary of the Islamic revolution, a total of 25 good-will 
delegations have been dispatched to make unofficial visits all over the world, 
clarifying the stand of the new government and "tell the truth" of the 
revolution in Iran. 


Explaining the purpose of the delegation's visit, the leader, a missionary 
of the armed forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Abolfazi Sarafraz said 
that the Iranians believed that Islamic teaching was the highest and best 
divine road leading human beings to salvation and happiness. 


According to Mr Sarafraz, the new republic was still sceptical of having 
any negotiation with the U.S. Government. 


He said Iran would view any U.S. delegations as plots against the country, 
and they believed that holding any peace talks with the U.S. would not result 
in anything beneficial to the Islamic revolution or the people of Iran. 


He added that it was impossible and beyond comprehension for Iran to seek peace 
with an enemy who had invaded and destroyed their country. 


When asked if there were any conditions under which the U.S. Government could 
resume normal relations with Iran, the clergyman said the criminal must 
rectify his wrong doing--stop his aggression. 


Mr Sarafraz added that the present good-will delegation would not be extended 
to America. 


However, he stressed that the Islamic Republic was working towards improved 
relations with governments which had not had enmity with the country. 
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Turning to the Iran-Iraq war, Mr Sarafraz said that the war was undoubt ably 
going to end with an Islamic victory, but he refused to predict when. 


Stressing that any negotiation with Iraq at this stage was out of the question, 
Mr Sarafraz said that Iran had been on the defence throughout the war and it had 
been the decision of the nation that the Iranians would continue their defence 
as long as their enemy stayed on their land. 


When asked about the supply of arms for Iran's war with Iraq, the missionary 
Said their country had only purchased weapons from Third World countries, and 
they would not turn to any superpower for military aid. 


While it was reported by news agencies that Iran was pondering buying arms 
from the Soviet Union, Mr Sarafraz said so far the republic had not done so, 
nor was it planning to do so, 


As regards possible moves towards better ties with the Soviet Union, Mr Sarafraz 
reiterated that as long as a country was found not to have intervened in the 
domestic affairs of Iran or the Islamic uprising, the Islamic republic would 
improve relations with that country. 


[words indistinct] Islamic revolution, the clergyman dismissed them as rumours 
and lies spread for malicious purposes, 


He said so far the people who had been executed had been over the age of 18, 
and had proved to be real enemies of the Islamic revolution. 


Over the issue of whether there were executions without trial, Mr. Sarafraz 
Said the court procedures of Western societies could no longer apply in Iran, 
adding that the people of Iran believed in Islamic laws which also ensured 
fairness to all. 


At the press conference he described ex-Prime Minister Bani-Sadr, currently 
in asylum in France, as a multi-faced traitor who had betrayed Islamic teachings. 


During the delegation's 9-day visit to Beijing, they had met Chinese Government 
officials and Islamic leaders in China. 


Mr Sarafraz said that like other religions, Islam had been oppressed and 
Suppressed during the cultural revolution but now after the fall of the 
"gang of four," the number of Muslims had grown and they could move more freely. 


He added that the Beijing government had also expressed concern about the Iran- 
Iraq war, hoping that it would end soon. 


After the brief stopover in Hong Kong, the delegation will fly to Tokyo next 
Tuesday, 
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IRAN 


DELEGATIONS IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES 
HK150210 Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST in English 15 Feb 82 p 6 
[Article by Peter Humphrey ] 


[Excerpt] The leader of a visiting Iranian delegation said in Hong Kong 
yesterday that the Islamic republic had sent 25 delegations abroad in the 
past week to promote good will, but denied flatly that the delegations had 
any mission to discuss arms supplies. 


"These delegations are supposed to go to different places for the betterment 
and expansion of relations with other countries who seek no fight with Iran," 
the head of the 8-man delegation, Mr Abolfazi Sarafraz, told a press conference, 


Among the other delegations travelling worldwide, he said one had gone to 
North Korea, which unconfirmed reports last year said was providing arms and 
training for Iran's forces for use against Iraq. 


"That group is not officially charged with responsibility to make any military 
agreement,'' Mr Sarafraz said, speaking through an interpreter. 


"This is only a goodwill delegation, on the occasion of the third anniversary 
of the Islamic revolution, which has come to Hong Kong to clarify the standpoint 
of the Islamic revolution in Iran," Mr Sarafraz said. 


"Obviously, we need arms for the war against Iraq, which we obtain from the 


Third World and not from the Superpowers. But the delegations have no 
responsibility to deal with these matters," he added, 


CSO: 4600/263 


47 











IRAN 


VELAYATI MEETS SWAPO, CHADIAN LIBERATION DELEGATES 
LD191804 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1630 GMT 19 Feb 82 


[Text] Following the meeting between our minister of foreign affairs and leaders 
and representatives of liberation movements in Libya, Mr Nicky Pandolini, pleni- 
potentiary representative of the SWAPO liberation front in North Africa, met and 
conferred with Mr Velayati. At this meeting, the minister of foreign affairs 
elaborated on the attitude of the Islamic Republic of Iran toward liberation 


fronts and announced the support of our country for the oppressed people of Africa 
and for liberation fronts which in some way have been standing up against super- 


powers and their agents in the region. Then, Mr Pandolini expressed gratitude 
for Iran's support for these fronts and said: This front would like to take 
steps toward opening a representative office in Tehran. 


At this meeting it was also decided that a delegation from this front should travel 
to Tehran. The r2presentative of the Muslim Liberation Front of Chad met and 
conferred with Mr Velayati today, too. At this meeting the representative of the 
liberation movement in Chad thanked the Islamic Republic of Iran for supporting 
the struggle of the deprived and oppressed people of Africa against imperialism 
and said: After <he victory of the Islamic ~°volution of Iran, even though 
several subservient fronts are active in Chad, our Muslim people have pinned 
their hopes on your Islamic revolution. He added: We are prepared to send our 
forces to the assistance of our brothers in their battle against Saddamist 
mercenaries and in the fight of the Muslim people of Iran against imperialism. 

He said: Our main slogan is, like that of the Islamic Republic of Iran: Neither 
the East nor the West. 
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IRAN 


BRIEFS 


PEYKAR MEMBERS’ RELEASE--Paris, 13 Feb (AFP)--The Kurdish Maoist movement 
Komeleh has offered to free Captured Iranian officials in exchange for the 
release of 40 members of the Marxist-Leninist movement Peykar arrested this 
week in Tehran, a Komeleh statement said here today. In a letter to United 
Nations Secretary General Xavier Perez de Cuellar, Komeleh asked that he 
inform the Iranian Government of the offer and that he "try to accomplish 
this task as soon as possible because the prisoners’ lives depend on it." 
The letter said two Peykar leaders who had long fought against the 
“domination of the shah's regime," Hoseyn Ahmad Rohani and 'Ali Reza Ashtiani, 
were among the imprisoned Peykar members. Copies of the letter were sent 
to the human rights group Amnesty International and to the International 
Red Cross. [Text] [NC131626 Paris AFP in English 1601 GMT 13 Feb 82] 


COUNTERREVOLUTIONARIES ARRESTED--Tehran, 14 Feb (IRNA)--In a statement issued 
by the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps today, it was announced that nine 
further hideouts of a counterrevolutionary group by the name of "the (?g0al) 
of the deprived" were discovered and their occupants numbering 25 were 
arrested. In Tehran over the past few months in the hideouts an assortment 
of weapons were found including G-3 machineguns and M-1 rifles. In addition 
to that, some 4,000 rounds of ammunition, anti-gas masks, a great amount of 
chemical explosives were seized from their hideouts. The group claiming to 
serve the goal of the deprived is a remnant of the outlaw group of Forqan 
whose treacherous members assassinated a number of Iranian officials, including 
the late Ayatollah Motahheri and General Qarani, in the first year of the 
revolution. [Text] [LD142124 Tehran IRNA in English 1638 GMT 14 Feb 82] 


IRAQI MUSLIM OFFICIAL--Tehran, 14 Feb (IRNA)--Hojjat ol-Eslam Seyyed Mchammad 
Baqir Hakim, secretary general of the combatant Ulema society of Iraq, was 
received by President Khamene'i Sunday morning. In this meeting Mr Hakim 
first reiterated the society's support for Imam Khomeyni, and then President 
Khamene'i said that the revolution in Iraq was not separate from the Islamic 
revolution of Iran, adding that this was true of all the Islamic revolutions 
of the world. The president pointed out the past struggles of the Iraqi 
Muslim people led by the religious scholars against the British colonialists 
(?and) said the Islamic republic could not sit idle and watch the Iraqi netion 
being held captive in the hands of the treacherous Iraqi regime. He further 


49 














commented that what was not tolerable for Iran was definitely (?not) tolerable 
for the honourable Iraqi people and the revolution which is occurring in Iraq 
would hurt the colonialists of the East and West and thus, the president 
continued, the Iraqi people should always be alert against their enemy's 
conspiracies. Near the end of his statement, President Khamene'i said that 
the Islamic revolution of Iraq should be guided by the Muslim religious 
scholars if it were to succeed and added that the leadership of the religious 
scholars was the most important element which is not properly analyzed in 

the plans of the superpowers. [Text] [LD141840 Tehran IRNA in English 

1717 GMT 14 Feb 82] 


DELEGATION TO IVORY COAST--Libreville, 15 Feb (IRNA)--The Iranian mission 
to African countries left Gabon, West Africa, for the Ivory Coast on Sunday 
morning. During their four-day stay in Gabon they met officials and Muslims 
of that country and talked about objectives and characteristics of the 
Islamic revolution of Iran. Hojjat ol-Eslam Movahhedi Savoji, heading the 
delegation, before leaving Gabon described the visit as successful and that 
officials of Gabon were interested to develop relations with Iran, and they 
also requested harmonised positions of the two countries in OPEC and the 
nonaligned movement. In the port city of Abidjan of the Ivory Coast the 
Iranian mission was welcomed by a number of parliament deputies and a 

group of Muslims of that country. [Text] [LD151624 Tehran IRNA in English 
1523 GMT 15 Feb 82] 


AL-QADHDHAFI-VELAYATI MEETING--Tripoli, 18 Feb (IRNA)--Dr Velayati, the foreign 
minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran currently visiting Libya, met and 
conferred with Colonel al-Qadhdhafi, the leader of Libya, on Wednesday. In 
this meeting the mutual relations and choosing common positions against 
imperialism and Zionism were considered. In this meeting also ‘Abd al-Ati 
al-'Ubaydi, the foreign minister of Libya, and Sa'd Mujbir, the secretary 

of people's committee of Libya to Tehran, were present. Colonel al-Qadhdhafi 
sent his best regards to Imam Khomeyni and President Khamene'i and announced 
that Libya was beside the Iranian brothers. Answering the question of 
Colonel al-Qadhdhafi on the fronts' condition of the imposed war by Iraq on 
Iran, Dr Velayati explained recent victories of the Islamic combatants in the 
fronts and praised stance taking of Libya in unity between two nations of 
Iran and Libya. [Text] [LD181908 Tehran IRNA in English 1705 GMT 18 Feb 82] 


JALLUD-VELAYATI MEETING--Tehran, 18 Feb (IRNA)--Cooperation of member countries 
of the steadfastness front was discussed this evening when Foreign Minister 

Dr. Velayati met with the premier of Libya 'Abd al-Salam Jallud in Tripoli. 

Dr. Velayati, currently in Libya on a tour of African countries also talked 
about U.S. infiltration in the region and ways to confront this with the Libyan 
premier. The forthcoming non-aligned countries' conference and Iran's 
opposition to its venue in Baghdad was also discussed in this evening's 

meeting (?as) the foreign minister reiterated the unsuitability of Baghdad as 
avenue, Expanding cultural relations and cooperation in the field of oil 

was discussed in this meeting which was attended by other Iranian and Libyan 
Foreign Ministry officials. Finally on the Iraqi imposed war the Libyan 
premier expressed his country's support for Iran and hoped for the victory of 
the Iranian nation in this regard. [Text] [LD182234 Tehran IRNA in English 

1953 GMT 18 Feb 82] 
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ELECTRIC POWER AGREEMENTS WITH USSR--Before leaving Moscow, Hasan Ghafuri-Fard, 
the Islamic Republic's energy minister, signed new agreements on the supply of 
electricity. Soviet experts are now participating and intervening in the imple- 
mentation of 150 industrial and agricultural projects. Of course, military and 
security projects have not been included in this number. In a speech on the 
anniversary of the mullahs’ domination in Iran, the Islamic Republic's charge 
d'affaires in Moscow said that the volume of trade between the Islamic Republic 
and the Soviet Union during the past year has trebled. Also during the past year 
the Soviet Union purchased $500 million worth of crude oil from the mullahs. 

In view of the fact that the Soviet Union is itself an exporter of crude oil, 
economic experts consider the Soviet Union's purchases of crude oil from Iran an 
attempt to assist the continuation of Khomeyni's rule on Iran and to increase 
the Islamic Republic's economic dependence on the Soviet Union. [Text ] 
[(Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian to Iran 1330 GMT 16 Feb 82] 


DELEGATIONS TO GABON, MALAYSIA--The Iranian delegation to Gabon, which is 
headed by Hojjat ol-Eslam Movahhedi, met yesterday with the Gabonese vice 
prime minister and the minister of mines and petroleum. During the meeting, 
the Gabonese officials expressed their total support for Iran's oil policy 
within OPEC. They called for strengthening bilateral political and economic 
relations. The Iranian delegation currently visiting Malaysia met with a 
group of students from the Islamic (Takkin) school and the Islamic center 

in Malaysia. Addressing them, the leader of the delegation spoke about 
Islam's role in shaping man and the Iranians’ revolutionary spirit throughout 
the glorious revolution. [Excerpts] [GF131125 Abadan NIOC Radio in Arabic 
0830 GMT 13 Feb 82] 


VISITING DELEGATIONS--The members of the delegations attending the celebra- 
tions marking the third anniversary of the Islamic revolution held a press, 
radio and television conference yesterday in which tney paid tribute to Iran's 
Islamic revolution and denounced the Iraqi regime's aggression against the 
Islamic revolution in Iran. Munir Shafiq, a member of the Palestinian 
delegation, referred to the effect of Iran's Islamic revolution on the 
Palestinian people and stressed that Islam and an Islamic leadership alone 
can achieve Muslim unity. Through Muslim unity, the Arab and Muslim peoples 
can confront and destroy the Zionist entity. Munir Shafiq said that the 
Palestinian revolution is in the service of Islam and Muslims. (Bassam 'Abd 
al-'Aziz) from Algeria condemned the war that Iraq has imposed on Iran and 
the tendentious propaganda by international oppression against the Islamic 
revolution. He emphasized the faith the Algerian people have in Iran's 
Islamic revolution. [Text] [GF150820 Tehran International Service in Arabic 
0706 GMT 15 Feb 82] 


KHOMEYNI DEATH RUMORS--Rumors spread yesterday among various diplomatic and 
popular circles on the possibility that the Iranian leader, Imam Khomeyni, 
has died. AS-SIYASAH today received inquiring telephone calls from within 
Kuwait and from some British press circles. However, the Iranian ambassador 
to Kuwait, Dr ‘Ali Shams Ardakani, has denied these rumors. It seems that 
speculation on Khomeyni's death started after an official announcement was 
issued in Tehran to the effect that Khomeyni has retired for 2 weeks, in 
addition to the fact that previous reports spoke of the deterioration of 
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Khomeyni's health, which was evident from his TV appearance last week in 
which he appeared weak. Late yesterday evening, the imam's representative 
on the Supreme Defense Council, Mr Khamene'i, [title as published] denied 
the rumors on Khomeyni's death. This denial came in an urgent AP report. 
[Text] [GF171557 Kuwait AS-SIYASAH in Arabic 16 Feb 82 pp 1, 16] 


ISLAMIC REVOLUTION PRAISED--The Islamic revolution in Iran is supported and 
aided by all Muslims in the world. This was stated by Mr (Abd al-Sabur), 

a U.S. Black Muslim currently visiting Iran. Mr ('Abd al-Sabur) spoke to 
our correspondent about the international influence of the Iranian Islamic 
revolution and said that the victory of the Islamic revolution in Iran has 
had a great positive influence on the world's Muslims. Commenting on the 
morale of Islam's heraes on the fronts of the war that Saddam's regime had 
imposed on Iran, Mr (‘Abd al-Sabur)--who visited Ahvaz and Susangerd in 
Khuzestan during his stay in Iran--said: I have seen how the Iranian army 
and people sacrifice every precious and dear thing for the sake of their 
revolution and country. I felt their great morale and confidence in the 
achievement of victory. Commenting on the conspiracies and propaganda of 
international arrogance against the Islamic Republic of Iran, Mr (‘Abd 
al-Sabur) said that the superpowers employ all means to suppress Islamic 
movements. However, he added, all their attempts are futile thanks to the 
alertness and conscience of the nations who abide by Islam. [Text] [GF171415 
Tehran International Service in Arabic 1230 GMT 17 Feb 82] 


AMOL CLASHES REPORTED CONTINUING—-Reports from northern Iran state that the 

armed struggle between freedom fighters who have taken up positions in the Amol 
forests with the Revolution Guards of the mullahs" anti-Iranian regime continue. 
According to these reports, the regime's mercenaries were forced to retreat during 
the past few days after suffering heavy losses. Reports also indicate that a 

few days ago fresh Revolution Guards forces were sent to the Amol forests from 
Tehran. We wish to recall that Iranian freedom fighters attacked the headquarters 
of Revolution Guards and other mercenaries of the Islamic Republic on 26 January 
from various points and killed more than 100 men of the regime in the city of 
Amol. In these clashes the Amol people rebelled in support for the freedom 
fighters and the city of Amol was under the control of Iranian combatants for 

24 hours. [Text] [(Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian to Iran 1330 GMT 16 Feb 82] 


COUNCIL LAWYERS' ARREST PROTESTED--World news agencies have reported that the 
International Committee of Jurists has officially announced that four members 
of Iran's Council of Lawyers are under arrest with no reason or trial. The 
World Committee of Jurists revealed in a statement issued in Geneva that 
‘Abdolhamid Ardalan, chairman of the Council of Iranian Lawyers, is among the 
people arrested. The statement also says that members of the committee have 
strongly protested the behavior of the ruling mullahs and have asked them to give 
explanations on the arrest of the four Iranian lawyers. The four lawyers were 
arrested about 2 weeks ago and their families have no information on where they 
are being kept. [Text] [(Clandestine) Voice of Iran in Persian 1330 GMT 

18 Feb 82] 
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STUDENTS' HUNGER STRIKE DISCUSSED--Reports from London state that on Wednesday 
four British members of Parliament visited the 40 Iranian students who are on a 
hunger strike at the UN offices in London to express their support. According 
to these reports, one of the four MPS is Albert Booth, a former labor secretary 
in the British cabinet and at present a member of the British Labor Party. 
Speaking to the striking students, he said that the combatant Iranian youths' 
initiative had not been covered by the British mass media as it should have been. 
Albert Booth stressed that at the House of Commons session he will reveal the 
crimes and cruelties committed by Khomeyni and his associates in Iran, and will 
Suggest to Parliament a plan to exert pressures on the Islamic Republic. We 
point out that the 40 combatant Iranian youths started a hunger strike 5 days 
ago at the UN Information Office in London to protest the medieval and inhumane 
behavior of Khomeyni and his associates. The latest report we received states 
that this group of striking students, who are members of the Mojahedin-e Khalgq 
Organization, have ended their hunger strike at the request of Mas'ud Rajavi. 
We wish to recall that in recent days a total of about 500 antiregime youths 
went on hunger strike in order to protest the Khomeyni regime's crimes. [Text] 
[(Clandestine) Voice of Iran in Persian 1330 GMT 19 Feb 82] 


ECONOMIC COUNCIL SESSION--The Economic Council met yesterday evening, chaired 

by the prime minister, Mr Musavi. During the session the issue of importing 
essential goods in the year 61 [21 March 1982 - 20 March 1983] was raised, and 
was approved after review and discussion. Decisions were also made on self- 
sufficiency of the Iranian National Gas Company, and on arranging a program for 
increased domestic chicken and egg production. The council also reviewed and 
approved the following: The handing over of part of the country's general commu- 
nication network from the National Defense Ministry to the Iranian Communication 
Company; plans for supplying spare parts required for road construction; and an 
Energy Ministry request for permission to sign an agreement with contractors to 
purchase and erect the equipment needed to transmit electricity from Khorasan's 
(7132 kv) power station for a distance of 400 km at a cost of 1.6 billion rials. 
The Economic Council also approved a plan for constructing hospitals in Shushtar 
and Qom. Increased credit for the plan of a further 100 million rials was approved. 
[Text] [LD191028 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1430 GMT 19 Feb 82] 


INDUSTRIES MINISTER'S PAKISTAN TRIP--According to a Central News Unit report 
Min*ster of Industries Mostafa Hashemi took part in a press conference today. 
During the press conference Mr Hashemi spoke about his recent visit to Pakistan 
and said: The main goal of this trip was to create relations with Islamic 
countries in the field of scientific cooperation. In various meetings in which 

we participated we said: Industries and economy cannot exist divorced from 
special political considerations and Islamic goals. [Sentence as heard] We are 
willing to have every kind of cooperation, but as long as unhealthy competition 
exists between Islamic countries which is contrary to the interests of Islam 

and which benefits imperialism, this cooperation cannot be properly implemented. 
Concerning the programs of the Ministry of Industries he said: The formation 

of the Ministry of Heavy Industries is in its fianl stages. We hope we will be 
able to make some plans about heavy industries with the formation of that ministry; 
and we hope that machine factories and the basic industries of our country will 

be able to satisfy the needs of our other factories. In another part of the press 
conference Mr Hashemi said: There are a number of factories in which a number of 
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government organizations hold shares. In this way, it is difficult to hold any 
particular person responsible. Therefore, we are planning to have only one 
organization in charge of planning, and the Ministry of Industries will be in 
charge of managing industries. Concerning the executive activities of this 
ministry, he said: We will not strengthen assembly industries. We have based 
our plans upon production and we will use our own experts instead of foreign 
experts. [Text] [LD222230 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 2030 GMT 22 Feb 82] 


KHUZESTAN GOVERNOR GENERAL--Interior Minister Nateq-Nuri in today's 
Cabinet session announced the appointment of Mohammad Fruzandeh as the new 
governor general of Khuzestan Province. [GF170155 Ahvaz Domestic Service 


in Persian 1330 GMT 15 Feb 82 GF] 


KHORRAMSHAHR MAYOR--Seyyed Ahmad ‘Al Afza has been appointed mayor of 
Khorramshahr. [Ahvaz Domestic Service in Persian 1330 GMT 15 Feb 82 GF] 


RED ALERT--Dear listeners, please pay attention: the siren you will now hear 
indicates that an air attack is imminent. [sound of siren] [Text] [GF170540 
Ahvaz Domestic Service in Persian 0534 GMT 17 Feb 82] 


DPRK 'SPIES'--A large number of (?military) experts and veteran spies from 
North Korea are to arrive in Iran soon to help officials of Khomeyni's 

regime crush opponents and strengthen the Savama spy machinery. According to 
a report dispatched by a Voice of Iran correspondent from Tehran, ‘Ali Akbar 
Parvaresh, the mullahs' education minister, arrived in Tehran at the end of his 
visits to a number of communist countries and revealed in an interview that 
cooperation between Khomeyni's regime and the DPRK in the educational, techni- 
cal, vocational and agricultural fields will be further strengthened. He 
added that delegations from the DPRK will visit Iran soon to fulfill this 
objective. It should be recalled that last month the clerical Majlis approved 
a cooperation plan with Korean experts in the Iranian fisheries industry, and 
some time later it was determined that these experts are actually spies 
charged by the Soviet Union with the duty of controlling countries in the 
Persian Gulf region. On the pretext of cooperating with southern fishermen, 
these spies go to the Persian Gulf coasts to carry out their mission in the 
best way possible. Our correspondent adds in his report that in his interview 
‘Ali Akbar Parvaresh was compelled to confess that officials of the PRC have 
opposed any type of cooperation with Khomeyni's Islamic Republic. Meanwhile, 
Since the Government of Thailand had not extended an official invitation to the 
mullahs" delegation, officials of that country rejected 'Ali Akbar Parvaresh's 
proposal to visit Thailand, and Khomeyni's agent was unable to speak to the 
Thai people about the gains of Khomeyni's revolution. [Text] [NC160930 
(Clandestine) Voice of Iran in Persian 0330 GMT 16 Feb 82] 


DISCORD OVER SUCCESSORS--A source very close to officials of the clerical regime 
told a Voice of Iran correspondent on Tuesday that according to a confidential 
decision made in Tehran and Qom, the selection of Skeykh Hoseyn 'Ali Montazeri 
as Khomeyni's successor (?is completely out of the question). According to 

this extremely well-informed source, the main reason for this is that five of 
Our country's grand ayatollahs, who are considered to be the highest clerical 
authorities in the Shi'ite world, not only oppose the selection of a second- 
degree ayatollah to the leadership of the Islamic rule but they have also voiced 
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Opposition to the principle of the Velayat-e Faqih. These five grand ayatollahs 
reject the Velayat-e Faqih in the form propounded by Khomeyni and (?included) 

in the Islamic Republic's (?imposed) constitution as the principle ruling all 
other principles and consider this principle contrary to true Shi'ite principles. 
The source also pointed out to the Voice of Iran correspondent that at present, 
apart from Sheykhs Golpayegani and Najafi-Mar'ashi, none of the grand ayatollahs 
agree with the selection of another person as the theocratic or religious 
dictator. Meanwhile, what is understood from various reports dispatched by 

the world's news sources is that Khomeyni's Islamic Republic will (?apparent1ly) 
end with his death. Another report by the Voice of Iran correspondent states 
that antiregime political circles in Paris believe that the end of the disgrace- 
ful regime is near, based on confidential information they have received from 
Tehran. According to observers, the unprecedented activities and movements in 
these antiregime circles are themselves proof that national combatant groups 

are prepared to carry out the transition phase to a free regime and the formation 
of a provincial government after the death of the Islamic Republic. [Text] 
[(Clandestine Voice of Iran in Persian 1805 GMT 16 Feb 82] 


CHOOSING SUCCESSOR--According to a report by our correspondent, it is rumored 
in Tehran that various factions of the ruling mullahs are in extreme disagree- 
ment over choosing a replacement for Khomeyni. These disagreements have been 
kept a secret from the people. U.S. Government sources have also said that 
reports from Tehran indicate that the regime's authorities have started wide- 
spread efforts to prepare public opinion in Iran to accept a clerical figure as 
Khomeyni's successor. The same sources have stressed that the text of the 
regime's constitution have been repeatedly reviewed by the authorities of the 
Islamic Republic. Such reports are being received at a time when the president 
of Khomeyni, Seyyed 'Ali Khamene'i, who is also the secretary general of the 
fascist Islamic Republican Party and the leader of the hardline faction 6f the 
ruling mullahs, in an interview with the U.S. weekly NEWSWEEK recently has 

Said that Khomeyni will be replaced by not one man but by a council of so-called 
experts. [Text] [GF171544 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 
1500 GMT 16 Feb 82] 


PEYKAR MEMBERS--REUTERS has reported that during. recent days people have witnessed 
armed clashes in Tehran. At the same time the so-called Islamic Republic has 
announced that some members of the Peykar organization, including its leaders, 
have been arrested. According to the same report a number of communal houses 

of the organization's members have also been uncovered. Meanwhile, a spokesman 
for the Mojahedin-e Khalq organization in Paris has expressed doubts on the 

truth behind the regime's reports on the vast arrest of opponents. Peyhar is a 
leftist group that splintered in the past from the Mojahedin-e Khalq organization, 
and in recent months Khomeyni's regime has executed some of its members. A 

number of Iranian students who were studying in European universities and who 
cooperated with the Peykar organization were also arrested by the regime's 
revolution guards in recent months upon arrival in Tehran and were then executed 
in Evin prison. It is said that members of a Marxist organization that is 

allied to Khomeyni's regime has infiltrated this organization and, after 
identifying the members of Peykar, reports them to the security organ of 
Khomeyni'’s regime. [Text] [NC121640 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian 

to Iran 1500 GMT 12 Feb 82] 
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TRADE WITH SOVIET UNION--World agencies have reported that trade [in 1981] 
between Iran and the Soviet Union was double that of the previous year. 

This was stated at the end of the visit by Khomeyni's energy minister in 
Moscow. (?According to this) trade between the two countries has been more 
than $1 billion, and, of course, the so-called Islamic Republic was more an 
importer than an exporter. IZVESTIYA, a Soviet press organ, reported that 
last year the Soviet Union purchased 2 million tons of oil from Iran. 
IZVESTIYA did not reveal the price at which oil was purchased frcem Khomeyni's 
regime. The two countries are to sign agreements on the export of Iranian 

gas to the Soviet Union. This was discussed during talks between Hasan 
Ghafuri-Fard with Soviet economic and commercial officials. We wish to 

recall that the Soviets are now building two power generators in Iran. 
According to (Ilyichev), a Soviet dignitary, Soviet-Iranian economic relations 
have expanded following the (?request) by the leader of the Islamic revolution, 
ayatollah Khomeyni. [Text] [Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to 
Iran 1500 GMT 12 Feb 82] 


HIT TEAM IN BEIRUT--Free Voice of Iran correspondents have reported that relations 
between the PLO and the clerical regime have deteriorated to a large extent. 
According to these reports, on orders of the PLO's leader, Yasir ‘Arafat, 
Palestinians who were [words indistinct] have been recalled from Tehran, and 
this has led to a deterioration in relations between the so-called Islamic 
Republic and the PLO. Meanwhile, the occupied Tehran Radio--the regime's 
disgraceful voice--has referred to the meetings between Faruq Qaddumi's 

envoy with Sheykh Khamene'i and 'Ali Akbar Velayati as a sign of expansion 

of relations. The British newspaper, DAILY TELEGRAPH, also reported yesterday 
that some time ago Ayatollah Khomeyni sent a group of terrorists to Beirut 

to assassinate Yasir ‘Arafat. Even though this report has not been confirmed 
by any source, in view of the great rift created between the (?antinational 
clerical) regime and the PLO, it does not seem very unlikely. This is 
especially so since, according to British-based Arab publication AL-MAJALLAH, 
the recalling of (?the Palestinians) from Tehran is in itself a (?sign that 
many problems do exist). [Text] [NC121714 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran 

in Persian to Iran 1500 CMT 12 Feb 82] 


SECURITY FOR AMINI--According to the Free Voice of Iran correspondent in Paris, 
French police have suddenly taken strong security measures to protect 

Dr ‘Ali Amini. Dr Amini is a former Iranian prime minister who recently 
established the front for national salvation in order to unite various groups 
in their struggle against the mullahs regime. The same report says that police 
in Paris at present have 'Ali Amini's residence under observation. All visitors 
are searched. Following a telephone conversation with Dr Amini, the leader 

of the national salvation front, our correspondent received confirmation 

that, following recent reports concerning the dispatch of terrorist groups 

from Tehran in order to assassinate him, French police put his house under 
protection. We remind you that 'Ali Amini had no guards prior to his recent 
press conference. However, following the conference in which he invited groups 
and organizations opposing the mullahs regime to unite, he became the target 
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of threats from Tehran terrorists. On the basis of reports from well placed 
sources, Paris police are now guarding his life. In his recent press con- 
ference Dr Amini also asked all Iranians to paralyze the mullahs regime with 
a general strike. [Text] [(Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 
1500 GMT 14 Feb 82] 


KHOMEYNI'S HEALTH--AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE has reported that the health of 
Ruhollah Khomeyni has recently deteriorated. Yesterday, he cancelled all of 
his appointments for 2 weeks. [Text] [GF151418 (Clandestine) Radio Iran 

in Persian to Iran 1330 GMT 15 Feb 82] 


TRAINING IN USSR--World agencies have reported that a group of Soviet advisers 
are to go to Iran soon. Agencies have written that the regime's energy 
minister, Hasan Ghafuri-Fard, announced this at the end of his visit to the 
Soviet Union. On the basis of a protocol signed between the two countries, 

a number of workers and employees of the Tehran government are to go to the 
Soviet Union in the near future for training. Meanwhile, last night Radio 
Moscow quoted Hasan Ghafuri-Fard in its newscast and said that the Iranian 
delegation received warm hospitality in the Soviet Union. The same radio 
added that the Islamic Republic's energy minister pointed out to Soviet 
correspondents that Soviet-Iranian relations are based on friendship and 

that the two countries do not intervene in each other's affairs. The Soviet 
radio said that during this visit the pattern was drawn up for future coopera- 
tion in energy and other fields. Immediately after this item, this radio 
condemned the U.S. assistance to El Salvador. A Free Voice of Iran political 
Commentator says in connection with this report that on the one hand the 
Soviets call their assistance to and cooperation with Khomeyni's so-called 
Islamic regime nonintervention in Iran's affairs and on the other they 
consider U.S. assistance to El Salvador intervention in that country's 
domestic affairs and condemn it. Our compatriots themselves can judge these 
contradictions and determine what the Soviet Union's objective in supporting 
the clerical regime is. [Text] [NC171556 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran 

in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 17 Feb 82] 


RELATIONS WITH USSR--According to a Voice of Iran correspondent 's report, 

48 hours after claims by Sheykh 'Ali Musavi Khamene'i that Khomeyni's 

regime would not accept any foreign experts, the mullahs, energy minister 
officially announced that next week a delegation of Soviet experts will 
arrive in Iran on the pretext of helping install a generator. Upon returning 
from his trip to Moscow, the regime's energy minister, Hasan Ghafuri-Fard, 
informed correspondents about the expansion in cooperation between the 
clerical regime and the Soviet Government, We wish to recall that Ghafuri-fard 
was sent to the Soviet Union on the pretext of propagandizing for Khomeyni's 
revolution but now it has been clearly shown that the true objective behind 
his trip was to strengthen Tehran-Moscow relations in various fields. [Text] 
(NC171431 (Clandestine) Voice of Iran in Persian 1805 GMT 16 Feb 82] 


CSO: 4640/162 
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ISRAEL 


DRUZE BESET BY IDENTITY CRISIS; MANY OPT TO BE ‘'ISRAELI' 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 6 Nov 81 p 17 
[Article by Amos Eilon: "In the Land of the Druze"] 


[Text] Once there were vineyards and fields here that divided the small villages, 
and there were gardens with lettuce and onions between the stone houses. Later the 
fields disappeared. The villages that were separated from each other grew and 
joined together (like Rishon Letzion and Nes-Tziona) to become one settlement. A 
sea of one-story houses--most of them new and very ugly, most built without a build- 
ing permit--now covers the rocky mountain ridges that Lawrence Oliphant in the 19th 
century compared to the hills of Scotland. Daliyat-el-Karmel and Isfiya are no 
longer picturesque villages at the edge of the forests of Carmel but, rather, one 
continuous city with about 17,000 residents. 


Almost all of them are Druze. It is the biggest Druze center, the most developed 
and perhaps the most important in the country and, even as a suburb of Haifa, per- 
haps also the most lacking in influences from Israeli society. "We are the Japan 

of the Druze," says Rafik Halaby, a television correspondent who comes from there. 
Every other man in Daliyat-el-Karmel is named Halaby. For better or worse, much 
has changed here in recent years and much has remained the same. Some Druze women 
have already published books of poetry, and one became the head of a diamond factory 
in 'Isfiya, but local shaykhs still want to take Druze girls out of school after 

the 8th grade because it is enough for them to know how to read and write. 


Once this was an agricultural center. But quite a few industrial works have taken 
root here in the last decade. Less than 10 percent of the younger generation in 
"Isfiya and Daliyat-el-Karmel are involved in agriculture. Most are industrial 
workers, laborers, building contractors, merchants, clerks and drivers. Sometimes 
it seems to me that all the taxi drivers in Haifa are Druze from Daliyat-el-Karmel 
and 'Isfiya. New construction, consumer products in the stores, traffic in the 
narrow streets--all attest to the rise in the standard of living. Along with 
industry and trade have come restaurants and tourist businesses. Hundreds of 

local people support themselves through the tourists, who come here in droves, 
especially on weekends, in search of the authentic Orient or, at least, of bargains. 


On Saturdays, the souvenir shops are full of goods and crowded with shoppers. 
Multicolored robes come from India. Straw items are imported from Singapore. The 
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rugs are products of Romania. Engraved Stars of David come from the industrial 
center of Qiryat Araba. Businesses are open 7 days a week. According to the Druze 
religion, there is no weekly day of rest. The Druze believe that God created the 
world with one stroke and not in 6 days after which He was tired and needed rest. 


All along the main street in Dailyan-el-Karmel, almost every other shop is a tour- 
ist shop. In these small one-story houses, Druze residents hid Jewish immigrants 
during the '40's from the British secret police. An old shopkeeper of a souvenir 
shop, sitting in front of an electronic cash register, reminds young Israeli buyers 
of this fact. They shake their heads. On the wall behind the cashier are faded 
photographs of David Ben-Gurion and Yitzhak Ben-Tzvi. 


Yitzhak Ben-Tzvi, in his book on the Druze, compared them to the Jews in that they 
too have a religion and a nationality that are intertwined, and they are also 
scattered among the nations without a government of their own. Even though they 
were persecuted for their faith, they have succeeded for 900 years in preserving 
their uniqueness and their character. Ben-Gurion spoke of a partnership between 
the two nations originating in events of the "30's. They themselves--in other 
words, their spiritual and political leaders--speak frequently about a "covenant 
of blood" between the two nations: 206 Druze soldiers have died in Israel's wars. 
About 100 of them are buried in the military cemetery in 'Isfiya. 


At present, approximately 50,000 Druze live in Israel compared with about 200,000 
in Syria and 140,000 in Lebanon. As Druze communal workers frequently emphasize, 
however, it is only in Israel that Druze are allowed to develop as a religious and 
cultural community in freedom, democracy and peace. Apart from this, after 34 
years of life together--among other things in IDF units--without the political ten- 
sion that poisons relations with the Arab minority, a deep impression has remained 
in the everyday life of the Druze community, in its political culture, its customs 
and the style and manner of thinking of the younger generation, which today is 
largely secular, at least in Dalyat-al-Carmel. Nazya Khayr, local teacher and 
well-known poet, serves no less than 45 days a year in the reserves. He says with 
a crafty smile, but not necessarily ironically: "Like many other Druze, I am an 
average Israeli. I eat falafel and read YEDI'OT AHARONOT." 


Even if it was said with irony, if only things were as simple as they seem. Behind 
the official image, behind the lovely declarations on both sides, the reality is 
not at all rosy. As the standard of living in the Druze sector rises, as the level 
of education improves and more Druze reach the universities and positions as 
officers in the IDF, with every library and school that opens in a Druze 

village, with every poem that is written and every road that is paved, the tensions 
build. And if we are not careful, they will burst and will cause immeasurable 
damage. 


Part of the tension stems from Israel's changing political situation (like every 
religious minority whose main goal is to survive, many Druze sided after 1948 with 
whoever won the war, i.e. with the strongest). But primarily, the tensions exist- 
ing today among the Druze stem from hopes raised in them by the Israelis that have 
not been realized. The declared partnership, service in the IDF, aroused in many 
Druze the hope of equal rights, says former Knesset member Zaydan Atashi. The 
shattering of that hope creates the problem, increases bitterness, arouses desires. 
More than once in recent years, people were driven into the arms of RAKAH. 
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The conditions of service in the IDF are one source of the dissatisfaction. Al- 
though one Druze officer has attained the rank of colonel, most of the recruits 
are still serving in a separate "minorities unit." Some of the prestigious for- 
ces-~among them the air force, communications, and even the armored forces--are 
closed to them. In quite a few instances, the advance of Druze and their absorp- 
tion in special units was prevented because of social and communal prejudice and 
not necessarily because of an intentional policy. For example, it was indicated 
that security services agreed to the assignment of Druze to Knesset guard duty (a 
very sensitive unit from a security point of view), but for some reason not one 
Druze was assigned to that unit. 


There are almost no Druze in government service--except for police, border guards 
and prison service--and the difficulties of Druze soldiers who have been discharged 
sn finding decent civilian work often pushes them back to border patrol and prison 
service in a kind of frustrating vicious cycle. The Foreign Ministry at one time 
employed a young Druze as information consul in New York, but since his departure, 
there have been no more Druze in the Foreign Ministry despite many efforts and empty 
promises. 


A iocal teacher says: "The Druze had the courage to take the first step, to enlist 
in the IDF, to identify with the country in the hope that full equality would come 
of itself. But the promissory note has not been paid." In AL-HUDA, the monthly 
magazine of Druze in Israel, Mr Fayiz Azam complains about the great number of in- 
cidents of discrimination, sometimes absurd but always infuriating. A discharged 
Druze soldier is not accepted for work in a defense factory that does not hire 
minorities, even though he had guarded it when he was a soldier. Another tried 
after his discharge to rent a room in Tel Aviv and was turned away because he was 
an "Arab." Another did not get a job as a soil contractor in a military camp on 
the grounds that entrance to the camp was allowed only to Jews. A Druze policeman 
hears a Jewish officer warning his troops to watch what they say because there are 
Druze among them. 


“Every isolated incident leaves a bitter taste," writes Fayiz Azam, "and all of 
them together make for a residue of bitterness. Most of the Druze who chose ex- 
tremist movements and paths that went against the path of their community did so 
after running into some incident of discrimination," he writes. He is very worried 
about this. He is also worried about the extreme and blind tribalism, violent in 
part, adopted by some hotheads--"they are too Druze"=--like those from Guliss who 
were involved in riots in the village of Yassif. 


there is a tendency among Druze to identify with these young rioters. After the 
riots in Yassif, former Knesset member Jabar Mo'adi's popularity increased. In a 
developed settlement like Daliyat-el-Karmel, Mo'adi received more votes in the 
recent elections than ever before--more than Alignment, only a little less than 
Likud. This time it was the youth who voted for him, whereas before they had 
despised him. Azam can understand and perhaps even justify this flare-up of im- 
pulses against the background of the relations of Arabs in Yassif towards the Druze 
yi Guliss. 


katik Halaby, the television correspondent, interprets this in another way. 
“Everyone in the country is taking positions," he says. "Everyone is becoming 
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brutalized. They are all going crazy. The Druze alone cannot remian sane." Azam 
rejects this interpretation. It is natural for someone like Rafik Halaby to stir 
up strong and, apparently, mixed feelings in this traditional society. Despite the 
changes that have taken place there in the last 30 years, it is still difficult to 
be a free intellectual. Halaby is perhaps the most well-know Druze in Israel, 
There is perhaps no other Jew or Druze so rooted in the two cultures. He is a 
graduate of the Hebrew University, an officer in the reserves, a former assistant 
to the Mayor of Jerusalem, Teddy Kollek. Today he is a courageous reporter, modern 
in his outlook, secular out of principle but not to irritate anyone. He came from 
a traditional religious family. He says: "I am an Israeli but my brother is not." 


He angers the leaders and priests of this traditional society no less than members 
of the "Kach" movement of Rabbi Kahana who threatened to hurt him last year because 
of his reporting from the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. "Like the Druze," says 
Halaby, "we have lost a true perspective of ourselves. We are like a raven who 
wanted to walk like a chicken. When he did not succeed, he wanted to go back to 
his original way of walking, but he had forgotten how. Now he is neither a raven 
nor a chicken." 


The perspective: "Who is a Druze?" many of the members of the community ask. Argu- 
ments are published in the Druze monthly AL-HUDA. A question on the order of "Who 
is a Jew?" points to a difficult identity crisis that has put the Israeli Druze into 
Sharp conflict. Its dimensions are political, cultural and, almost always, extreme- 
ly personal. The argument is still under way. From the results so far, it seems 
that the majority of the Druze in Israel regard themselves as both Israelis and 
Arabs--as Arabs at least from a cultural point of view. To be an Arab in Israel-- 
cultural or political--is a matter of feeling and, at times, a volcano of feelings. 


The critical question is what is the weight of this feeling in the existence of a 
man. A man like Rafik Halaby can say, "I am an Arab," and add immediately, "but I 
do not credit that with much importance. I don't even attribute too much signifi- 
cance to my being a Druze. And my 'Israeliness' is different from yours." What is 
the "Israeliness" of Halaby? "It is love of my homeland, of this village in which 
I grew up, in which I live. Jerusalem. I acknowledge the birthright position 
that Jews have in this land, but of course I don't get as excited as a Jew about 
the idea of the gathering of the exiles." 


Halaby is convinced that the Druze identification with the Arabs is renewed in times 
of injustice and crisis. It has grown stronger recently because of the Israeli 
social crisis. "The Jews do not believe in themselves. Why should the Druze 
believe in them?" But he also thinks, like Azam, that the identification of the 
Druze with the Arabs increases because of the degree of prejudice in the Jewish 
population. 


The Druze identity crisis also stems, of course, from the decline of the religion. 
Many ask: Is there any Druze culture that is not religious? The question is 
rhetorical and fuels the fear reverberating through many conversations: Will we 
survive? Will there be any Druze in 50 or 100 years? Along with this foolish 
fear are quite a few examples of fear of a different kind. What can a Druze be in 
this country when he stops being a Druze? He cannot be a Jew and he doesn't want 
to. Can he be simply an Israeli? Some choose a political shortcut and decide to 
be Arabs. 
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Salman Nator, writer and reporter, member of a religious Druze family, was a non- 
commissioned officer of education in the IDF at the level of sergeant. He studied 
philosophy at the Hebrew University with Professors Rotenstreich, Pozeninski, Ben- 
Shlomo and Yuval. There he discovered, in his words, his true personality, which 
tili then was, as he described it, "fake." He discovered his Arabness. In his 
childhood he was educated to be a Druze, "tut it is a religion." Nator defines 
himself as "secular." When he completed his military service in 1977 he joined 
RAKAH. Now he is one of the editors of this party's literary magazine, AL-JADID. 


"I am a Palestinian Arab from a Druze background," says Nator. "The PLO is the 
only legitimate representative of the Palestinian people." In AL-JADID and other 
Communist mouthpieces, Nator publishes venomous political satires and articles 
against the Israeli occupation rule on the West Bank and about oppression of the 
Arab minority in Israel. He is one of those active on the Committee for Druze Ini- 
iative, which opposes the recruitment of Druze into the army. According to hin, 
about 5000 signatures of Druze who oppose military conscription of the Druze com-— 
munity have been collected. He is the author of the novel "You Are the Murderer, 
Shagkh," in which a Druze soldier in Israel kills a Druze soldier in Syria during 
the Yom Kippur War. 


Nator is not against Druze serving in the Syrian Army or in any other Arab army 
because the Druze are, after all, Arabs. He opposes conscription of Druze into 
the IDF. "In my novel, I wanted to place the blame for the killing of the Syrian 
Druze on the Druze shaykhs in Israel who made a deal with the Israeli Government. 
In exchange for the conscription of Druze youth into the IDF, they received money 
from the government and positions as members of the Knesset, heads of committees, 
and so forth." 


According to him, Israel is a police state that will fall apart by virtue of its 
internal contradictions and conflicts. By contrast, East Germany--Nator visited 
there some time ago--is a democratic and free state. If it is so free, why is 
there a need for the Berlin W2ll? Nator raises his voice: "And you are not behind 
a wall? You are not in prison? Can you visit Jordan? Can I go there? You can at 
least go to Nablus. I cannot go to Nablus. There is a military order forbidding 
me to enter the West Bank. I endanger security, and, despite this, I receive 
orders to serve in the reserves. The Defense Ministry argues that there is no 
contradiction between the two." 


Yusuf Nasr-al-Din, chairman of the Druze-Zionist Committee, complained to Arik 
Sharon about the light treatment the IDF was using, according to him, in dealing 
with the Syrian agitators on the Golan Heights. He should not have gone along 
with returning their Israeli identity cards. 


“What did you want us to do?" asked Arik Sharon in response to Nasr-al-Din. "Do 
you want terror? Am I al-Asad?" "Not at all," answered Nasr-al-Din. "We won't 
go down to their level. But there is a difference between democracy and anarchy. 
Deal with them the way you dealt with agitators in Gaza." 


It turned out, Nasr-al-Din said with some irony, that Arik Sharon is more democratic 
than me. He sits in his house in Daliyat-el-Karmel under framed portraits of Zeiev 
Jabotinski and those executed among the IZL [Irgun Tzva'i Leumi, nationalist mili- 
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tary organization that fought the British and Arabs in Palestine] and Lechi 
[Fighters for the Freedom of Israel, an underground movement at the end of the 
mandated regime in Palestine]. "The Druze are not Arabs," he says, "not in any 
way! If they say they are Arabs, it is only for reasons of earning a living or 
status or to please someone. We are a unique people. A nation that will live 
apart. For the sake of security and freedom, for the Druze religion and for its 
heritage, the Druze in Israel must be Israelis in every way." 


For this reason, Nasr-al-Din founded the Druze~Zionist Commi{..e. He is a member 
of the World Zionist Federation and was a delegate at the last Zionist Congress. 
Every fourth or fifth sentence re)’. es to Dultzin-~" said to Dultzin, I asked 
Dultzin, I promised Dultzin. "We are an ideolog':al movement. Tre Druze will 
never have a national homeland. It also goes againzi their religior The best 
they can have is under Israeli rule. Israel--evex under military rule, as on the 
Golan Heights--is preferable to Lebanon and Syria." 


Yusuf Nasr-al-Din is opposed to the peace agreement with Egypt for which we paid, 
to his mind, too high a price. His heart is with the Tehiya Party except for the 
fact that he feels there are too many religious people init. "I said to Geiula 
Cohen: ''Be a national party! Who needs another hybrid in the style of the 
National Religious Party!" 


From the huge round window of his villa on a high hill in Daliyat-el-Karmel you 

can see the big gas station of Nasr-al-Din. He is a relative of Salman Nator, a 
member of RAKAH. "The Arabs hate us," he emphasizes. "My grandfather, rest his 
soul, was afraid to go to Haifa wearing Druze headdress for fear they would beat 
him up. He only went to Haifa in a Kafiya." Nasr-al-Din gave his son a Hebrew 

name, Yoel. 


Is there, in fact, a Druze heritage that is not religious? Fayiz Azam from Isfiya 
is convinced that there is. He is a graduate of the University of Haifa, a teacher, 
a school superintendent, editor of the Druze monthly AL-HUDA. The wall of his 
office is decorated with the Druze flag and pictures of famous Druze: Sultan 
Atrash, leader of the revolt against the French; Kamal Junblatt, ally of the PLO, 
leader of the Socialist Party in Lebanon; Shahiv Arselan, the Syrian nationalist 

and one of the fathers of the Arab nationalist movement at the beginning of the 

20th century. These are his heroes. It is the heritage of these great Druze that 
Mr Azam wants to impart to the Druze students in the schools within the framework 

of special classes for the teaching of Druze heritage that were started 2 years ago. 
These classes were intended to strengthen the Druze consciousness of the Druze 
people. They aroused controversy among the Druze teachers. 


\ren't Junblatt and Arselan Arab nationalists? What do they have to do with the 
strengthening of the Druze consciousness? "A lot! They were great Druze," says 

Mr Azam. "We did not shrink from choosing anti-Zionist personalities like Junblatt 
and Arselan. The Druze base in these people overshadows the Arab base. In the 
heritage classes we emphasize their activities as Druze. For example, Arselan was 
a great Druze writer even though he saw the Druze as merely a Muslim religious 
sect. In this way, too, poems were chosen by the Israeli Druze Samih Kassem, who 
was a Communist and wrote poems about Lenin, but we will focus on those poems in 
which he wrote about his mother in Rama." 
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Do you also, like Arselan, think that the Druze are Arabs? "I believe that the 
Druze are Druze. But often it is convenient for them to put on a front--in order to 
Survive--that they are Muslims or Arabs." Or Israelis? "Yes and no." According to 
Fayiz Azam, Israel is the only country in the East where Druze can be openly proud 
of their "Druzeness." "In Lebanon it is already difficult to identify oneself as a 
Druze. Quite a few Lebanese Druze try to hide their identity. And in Syria one no 
longer hears the word Druze. The government wants the Druze to assimilate and 
disappear as an exclusive community. In Syria it is impossible to teach Druze 
heritage in the schools as is done in Israel. In Syria, the Druze may disappear 

in one or two generations." 


Fakr al-Din, one of Fayiz Azam's heroes, was a Druze emir who ruled in Lebanon and 
in parts of Israel at the beginning of the 17th century. The Druze are proud of 
him to this day. He is one of the outstanding personalities on Azam's list for the 
development of a Druze consciousness in the Druze. Gabriel Ben-David, in his book 
“the Druze in Israel: A Political Study" (published by Magnes, Jerusalem 1979), 
praises his wisdom and his diplomatic skill. Among other things, Fakr al-Din nego- 
tiated with the rulers of Tuscany. 


The career of Fakr al-Din, writes Ben-David, exemplifies Druze foreign policy from 
the olden times: many and changing treaties according to circumstances; constant 
search for new and stronger partners; intensive diplomacy; strategic skill; courage 
and a sense of geopolitical discrimination; and, when necessary, the ability to pre- 
tend in order to survive according to the principle of the "Takiya" accepted in the 
Druze religion as well as in Islam. This principle allows the believer to pretend, 
to say one thing and mean another, to demonstrate faith and loyalty on the outside 
and not mean it in one's heart. Dr Ben-David quotes a Druze saying: "The color of 
his shirt does not change the color of a man's skin." 


Haim Balnak, in his book "The Druze" (Jerusalem 1958), quotes from one of the holy 
books of the Druze in which God commands the Druze to hide within the ruling 
religion no matter what happens. 


The recent clashes between the Druze on the Golan Heights and the military rule 
have stirred up the Druze community in Israel. Some believe that they will bring 
about further problems among the Israeli Druze by hurting the spiritual leaders in 
the Druze community in Israel who tried to mediate between the sides. The Israeli 
sheikhs are the mainstays of the pro-Israeli orientation. Their weakening weakens 
the readiness of the Druze to identify with the state. 


The attempt at forcing Israeli identity papers on the Golan Druze was a "serious 
mistake," says Faiz Azam. Have the Jews forgotten what it means to be a minority? 
Have they forgotten what a sensitive situation a minority like the Golan Druze are 
in? One must never set forth for a minority such as this overly fine choices or 
very public ones. "Why add to the troubles of the Golan Druze? They have enough 
trouble with the Syrians. Till now they have lived in peace. They worked. Why 
demand that they identify publicly? It confused them. Why demand that they be 
their own masters? They are not like the Druze in Israel--they have brothers and 
Sisters across the border, children and possessions. What did they want from them? 
For whom was it important? It is not true that the religious people on the Golan 
acted on orders from Syria. They simply defended the people so that they would not 
be hurt, so that they would survive." 
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There is a Druze tradition according to which salvation will come only after a 
terrible disaster in the world, after destruction and pillars of smoke, famine, 
the slaughter of masses of people and terrible religious wars between Jews, Chris- 
tians and Muslims. These religious wars will be considered to be a sign, tells 
Faiz Azam, that the Messiah is coming soon. He will impose a new order on the 


world, but not before terrible battles between Jews, Muslims and Christians take 
place. 


Who will win in these wars, I asked Faiz Azam. He looked up impatiently. "Why 
ask? The Druze!" 
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ISRAEL 


NEW LEFT SEEN FORMING FROM SHORTSIGHTED ALIGNMENT ACTIONS 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 9 Nov 81 p 9 
[Article by Matti Golan: "Intolerance in Alignment"] 


[Text] Is a new leftist group forming in the Knesset to replace the extreme 
Zionist Left parties that were destroyed in the elections? This question absorbed 
many Knesset viewers last week. The background for this involvement came from the 
way that a faction within Alignment voted on decisions about concluding political 
discussion. When hands were raised to vote, it became apparent that the left flank 
of the Alignment was rebelling: MAPAM, Shulamit Aloni, Uzi Baram and Yossi Sarid 
voted. Actually, they were prevented from voting against the position that had 
been determined beforehand in the meeting of the faction. 


If we were talking here about a spontaneous outburst, some kind cf one-time protest, 
no one would give it another thought. But anyone who has been following recent 
events in this Alignment faction will understand that what is involved here goes 
deeper. The content of the draft resolutions offered at the conclusion of the de- 
bate probably served as an important motivation for the behavior of the left. But 
the basis for all the conflicts that have been crystallizing since the defeat in 
the elections can be found in the way the voting went. It was less important to 
the left group which draft resolutions gained a majority. Far more important to 
them was to give the hawkish, or actually the moderate, majority the message that 
power relations of majority and minority would not always, on every issue, serve as 
the basis for binding decisions. 


In any political party, this is a complex problem. Officially, the minority must 
accept majority rule or leave the framework. On the surface, this seems democratic. 
But democracy, like every general approach, has more than one face. It is certainly 
more than inflexible formalism. If it were not so, life within its realm would be 
unbearable. 


In quantitative terms, democracy offers broad limits for independent thought, con- 
science, understandiu,, and compromise. These limits purport to permit ideological 
minorities to continue to live side by side with the majority without having to 
give up any of their individuality or basic principles. But the extent and the 
very existence of these limits are dependent on the will of the majority. If it 
wishes, it extends them to the farthest limits. If it wishes, it can also narrow 
them down or even eliminate them entirely. 
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In this chapter of draft resolutions for the conclusion of political debate in the 
Knesset, the majority in Alignment did not display generosity or even intelligence. 
There was no disagreement between the majority and the minority about what was in 
the resolution, namely, total rejection of the initiative of Saudi Arabia and the 
European Common Market nations. But the minority, through its main spokesman, Yossi 
Sarid, wanted to include an addendum calling for a solution to the Palestinian 
problem through a territorial compromise. This is not a strange or unusual princi- 
ple. It is one of the founding principles of Alignment. Despite this, the Align- 
ment majority opposed the addendum. The result was unfortunate. On the one hand, 
there was almost no difference between the resolution set forth by Alignment and 
Likud, and no one could understand why two separate resolutions were necessary. On 
the other hand, the minority rebelled. The damage of Alignment was twofold in that 
it was also necessary. 


Another question must be asked in connection with the behavior of the minority. It 
is true that the majority behaved foolishly and selfishly. But this in itself 
should not have been enough to lead to such a far-reaching step as a public rebel- 
lion before the entire Knesset. The dividing line between legitimate rebellion and 
disobedience lies in what is and is not contained in the resolution being voted 
upon. If it has init something contrary to the minority's principles, then con- 
science demands that it not go along blindly. But if the resolution's only sin 

is the fact that it does not fulfill the expectations of the minority, in whole or 
in part, then it must accept the rule of the majority. The minority can then carry 
out its reckoning with the majority within its own group. In the full hall, the 
only true opponent of Alignment is Likud--not Speizer or his circle, not Rabin or 
Peres. The transfer of the personal and internal battles from Hayarkon St to the 
Knesset has one and only one outcome--the strengthening of the coalition. 


It must be emphasized that all of this stops at the line of conscience. No one 
expects anyone to go beyond this line. Any compromise about this line means 
anarchy, as was demonstrated several hours after the episode of the political 
debate. The topic raised next was the appointment of David Levi to the post of 
deputy prime minister. Alignment decided to vote against the appointment. When 
the full vote was counted, it turned out that many Alignment members had again made 
their own rules. Some voted for the appointment, and others did not take part in 
the vote at all. 


There may be some truth to the idea that the ones who rebelled in the Levi episode 
would perhaps not have done so had they not had the example of Yossi Sarid and his 
followers before their eyes. If it is all right to go against majority rule out 
of ideological sensitivity, then why not out of a communal background? 


Alighment's need to present a united front is even clearer in light of the almost 
total unity demonstrated by Likud. Its members have a basic understanding that 
internal arguments end on the doorstep of the Knesset. At the start of the 10th 
Knesset, two candidates were nominated for chairman: Menahem Savidor of Likud and 
Shlomo Hillel of Alignment. There was a vote, and everyone in Likud voted for 
Savidor. The members of the Eastern communities in Alignment cried out to David 
Levi and to the members of his community in Likud: Why don't you vote for Hillel 
who is a member of your community? The answer was an indifferent, if not disre- 
spectful, shrug of the shoulders. That fact did not stop Alignment's Eastern mem- 

















bers last week from voting for David Levi simply because he is one of them despite 
the fact that this action constituted a breach of party discipline. 


Does this mean that the "Eastern" Alignment members are purer than their counter- 
parts in Likud? Certainly not. The correct interpretation is that Likud is unified 
whereas Alignment is split on the intellectual level as well as on the communal one. 


There is lots of guesswork and speculation now concerning the future direction of 
MAPAM. It seems that all the talk about the possibility of MAPAM leaving Alignment 
is empty chatter. MAPAM as an ideological entity has not been in existence for 
very long. Its only path is that of survival. 


Even in the matter of political debat, MAPAM followed rather than led. The tone was 
set by Yossi Sarid, who became the leader or the conscience of the left in Alignment. 
He became that not through political power, which he doesn't have, but because of a 
sincere belief in its principles and a willingness to pay a personal/political price 
for them. ~, 

The problem is that Sarid is\ikely to end up paying a price that is too high even 
for him. The choice is not between a left or moderate Alignment but, rather, be- 
tween a united or divided Alignment. If he continues to argue within his party a- 
bout every minor detail, he will strenghten Likud, not the left. To prevent this, 

he has to be more flexible about where he draws the line. 


Likewise, the members of the moderate/right majority have to make an effort to 
allow Sarid and his companions coexistence. Exploitation of the majority at their 
disposal in order to move further to the right, even out of principles established 
in the Adignment political platform, is likely to push the minority out of Align- 
ment. There is speculation that there are quite a few among the majority who want 
to bring this about. If they succeed, Alignment will become, like the Liberals and 
the Democratic movement before them, an ideological satellite of the Herut move- 
ment. 
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ISRAEL 


NEGATIVE RESPONSE TO SAUDI PEACE PLAN CRITICIZED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 6 Nov 81 p 13 
[Article by Yoel Marcus: "Why Not?"] 


[Text] The confused, slightly hysterical response of the Israeli establishment to 
the Saudi "plan" is, to my mind, a serious mistake from a tactical point of view 
and substantively as well. It will present Israel to the world as rejecting peace, 
increase its isolation and, in the long run, cause the dissolution of its role in 
the achievements of Camp David. It is truly bizarre. This nation, which is so 
well prepared for any military surprise (at least since the Yom Kippur War), is 
caught completely unprepared when, instead of bombers and katyushas, paper air- 
planes fall in our territory with peace proposals. And when a power like Saudi 
Arabia, which is so indirectly involved in the conflict, succeeds in making it lose 
its head, I wonder how the Israeli Government will react if (God forbid) one fine 
day the European-American dream is realized and the PLO is prepared to recognize 
the existence of Israel and to negotiate with it. One can guess that the panic 
will be so great that even. Alignment will get organized and vote this time as one 
body with the Likud government for a resolution totally denouncing this readiness 
for negotiation. 


From Jihad to Recognition 


But we are not yet there. For now, a new Saudi initiative has been emerging for a 
year, one that is successfully preempting the famous Jewish intelligence. Actually, 
there is nothing in the Saudi plan--if we can call it a plan--that Sadat did not 
demand in one form or another before his visit to Jerusalem, in his speech to the 
Knesset and in every step of the negotiations. To him, the Camp David agreement re- 
ferred to the application of Resolution 242, and in autonomy, including "recogni- 
tion of the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people," which Begin agreed to, he 
saw the path to a Palestinian nation whose capitol would be East Jerusalem. He 
achieved Israeli withdrawal to the international boundary, beyond what was called 
for in Resolution 2421, and saw in this a precedent to be applied in the other 
areas. 


Despite this position, we arrived at a peace agreement with Egypt. This should 


teach us that it is not the early declared demands that determine what will happen 
but, rather, the willingness of the other side to accept Israel's existence and to 
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arrive at an understanding in the negotiations, and our openness--or more accurately 
our courage--in not shrinking from negotiations even when most of the original con- 
ditions are not acceptable to us. If we had reacted to the terms that Hassan 
al-Tuhami presented in his secret meeting with Moshe Dayan in Morocco and later to 
the demands set forth by Sadat in the Knesset as we are reacting to the Saudi plan, 
there would be no Camp David agreement and no peace treaty with Egypt. 


It is generally agreed that most of the terms presented by Fahd are not acceptable 
to Israel. We are not involved in negotiations with Saudi Arabia but face a de- 
clared "overture" from Riyadh that it makes no sense to reject offhand. It would 
make more sense, before looking at what is not acceptable to us, to see the posi- 
tive new element behind this overture, namely, Saudi Arabia's acceptance of the 
existence of Israel within its 1967 borders. Someone can be cynical and say, 
“Thanks a lot for finally agreeing to the continuation of our existence." If some- 
one wants to mock this, he can say arrogantly, "We don't need your permission to 
exist either de facto or de jure." But cynicism and mockery will not help us. We 
must keep in mind that until a short tine ago, the demand was that Israel return to 
the borders of 1947. Saudi Arabia did not even want us at the '47 borders. It 
wanted to destroy Israel by force in a holy war--a jihad. Saudi Arabia's willing- 
ness to settle on the '67 borders is, perhaps, not a revolution, but it is one more 
step in the historic process, that will probably continue for decades, toward total 
Arab acceptance of the existence of Israel. 


Saudi Arabia has a long history of political-religious war against Zionism. When 
Truman proposed that King Ibn Saud meet with Weizmann, the king answered that he was 
willing to meet with anyone provided he was not a Jew. In recent years, the leaders 
in the Carter administration repeatedly argued with skeptical Israelis that a 
positive change has taken place in Riyad in relation to the conflict. Now, they 
said, Saudi Arabia wants a peaceful settlement. His first public statement came in 
an interview with the publisher of the WASHINGTON POST in May 1980. He said then 
tha. if Israel would agree to withdraw from the occupied territories ("Resolution 
242 could serve as a basis for peace"), Saudi Arabia would help get the other Arab 
countries, including the Palestinians, to go along with a full peace agreement in 
the Middle East. "All the arguments can be settled," he said. During that same 
visit, the Saudi defense minister said that "5 or 6 years ago, you could not talk 
about peace with many Arabs.... The area will be totally secure the moment that 
Israeli stubborness is ended and it is ready for peace." 


The Policy of "No" 


Our response to this overture was very nervous. Many dismissed it as a newspaper 
interview intended only for the American public. Since then, however, Saudi Arabia 
has repeated the same "overture," even if the peace terms have stiffened, perhaps 
because they have been broadcast mainly in the Arab media. The considerations that 
caused Saudi Arabia to change its traditional position for decades do not, of 
course, stem from a sudden love for Jews. Iran caused serious upheaval, and the 
royal family sees that without a peaceful solution to the conflict in the area, the 
Palestinians will become an agitating force that will spread the radicalism that 
threatens their rule and will cause another war that will involve Saudi Arabia in 
an unwanted conflict with the United States, its one and only defense support. The 
Saudi interest in bringing peace to the area is unquestionable. After the peace 
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agreement with Egypt, this might have been a small opening worth testing to see if 
new paths could be found for the period "after Camp David." What harm would have 
been done had we blessed Saudi Arabia's willingness to participate in a peace 
settlement and had we proposed face to face talks where we might present our own 
terms? 


After all, the Camp David agreement has run out of steam. Whoever thinks that there 
will be quiet times based on the Israeli-Egyptian part of the agreement in itself, 
without working out the Palestinian part, is deluding himself. When the withdrawal 
from Sinai is completed, a huge vacuum will remain. If Israel does not try to fill 
it with conceptions, ideas and initiatives whose absence at present cries out to the 
heavens, it will be filled by others. And the proof is that in this frightened 
world without a bird's song, even the Saudi proposal, most of the terms of which 

are unrealistic, seems like a nightingale's melody. Here you have Saudi Arabia 
looking suddenly like an angel of peace when Israel, which made so many big terri- 
torial concessions to arrive at a peace settlement with Egypt, appears stubborn. 
That is the price of lack of wisdom. 


After a surprising attack of flexibility toward Egypt, Begin's government has re- 
vealed exaggerated fears of entering into new negotiations that would require that 

he make additional territorial concessions. But is peace possible without con- 
cessions? With this, the government returns to the policy of "no" that character- 
ized Golda Meir and that led, finally, to the Yom Kippur War. "No" is not a policy. 
It plants the seed of the next war. It paves the way for a situation in which others 
will try to solve our problems at a time when, perhaps, we no longer have the same 
strong hand of cards that we have today. 
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ISRAEL 


MAPAM LEADER SHEM-TOV DISCUSSES POLITICAL ISSUES 

Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST MAGAZINE in English 8 Jan 82 pp 8, 9 

(Interview by Mark Segal] 

spoke with alarm of how the 


(Text] MAPAM Secretary-General Victor ment. He served in the Knesset 





Shemtov is deeply worried .about 
the prospect of military escalation 
along Israel’s northern and 
northeastern border. He has been at 
the heart of the policy-making 
process for years. He was a minister 
in the governments of the late 
Golda Meir and of Yitzhak Rabin. 
Today he is an active member of the 
Knesset Foreign Affairs and 
Defence Committee. His genial 
manner and undoctrinaire approach 
have won him the respect of those 
in different segments of the political 
spectrum. 

For Shemtov, the lightning enact- 
ment of the Golan Law, combined 
with the government's handling of 
the strategic cooperation memoran- 
dum with the U.S., have exposed for 
all to see weak spots in Israel's 
parliamentary democracy. 

Shemtov put this somewhat 
astringently, “We've been witness- 
ing the bitter reality of having no 
government. Israel is now ruled by a 
prime minister who does not even 
go through the motions of involving 
his cabinet in making decisions that 
affect Israel's future.” (When | 
wondered aloud whether we even 
had an opposition, Shemtov agreed 
this was another critical problem 
facing the country.) 


SHEMTOV is a youthful 66 who 
arrived here from Sofia in 1939, and 
in 1948 helped absorb the Bulgarian 
aliya which has made such a Sterling 
contribution to Israel's develop- 


from 1961 and also began a stint as 
cabinet minister when Golda Meir 
took over the national unity govern- 
ment after Levi Eshkol’s death. The 
memory of what he regards as hav- 
ing been a period of immobilism in 
Israeli policy-making prompted him 
to spell out his sharp opposition to 
the Alignment’s joining a Likud-led 
coalition. 

We sat in his third floor office at 
Mapam headquarters in a sidestreet 
behind Beit Sokolow in Tel Aviv to 
which he commutes from his home in 
Jerusalem. Hearing his criticism of 
Begin’s performance as prime 
minister, | asked how Begin com- 
pared with Golda, who did not 
always suffer opposition to her iron 
will. The difference, he said, was 
that’ although Golda undoubtedly 
was a leader emanating authority by 
virtue of her commanding per- 
sonality, she headed a body of 
ministers with years of caperience 
in government. 

Under Golda, there were set pat- 
terns of policy-making, Shemtov 
stressed. “I can’t recall even a single 
instance of Golda making a major 
policy. decision on her own. She 
always held consultations and 
would hear what her fellow 
ministers had to say, and only after 
that, the cabinet niade its decision. 
She would never have behaved like 
Begin does with his cabinet on is- 
sues of cardinal importance.” 


THE FCRMER minister of health 
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Strategic cooperation memorandum 
had been discussed at the premier's 
bedside in Hadassah Hospital, 
producing a text that ‘‘even 
Defence Minister Sharon was un- 
happy about.” 

Begin then made his decision on 
the Golan annexation without 
bothering to consult the other 
ministers,” Shemtov complained. 
“Begin did what Golda never did — 
dictate to the Knesset on such a ma- 
jor issue.” He said Begin “gave the 
Opposition two hours for consulta- 
tions, and then condescended to let 
the Knesset have another two hours 
for debate, plus one hour for the 
Foreign Affairs and Defence Com- 
mittee.” 

The Mapam leader maintained 
that Begin had railroaded this mayor 
piece of legislation through the 
House so that neither the law- 
makers nor the ministers could have 
time to consider the bill's implica- 
tions. Begin's considerations were 
related primarily to the situation at 
home. “All the talk about timing did 
not sound serious to me, especially 
that bit about getting away with it 
because the world was concerned 
with Poland.” 

Returning to my earlier question 
about there being no opposition. 
Shemtov declared, “Look what 
we've come to: we have neither a 
government nor an opposition. 
Begin caught Labour quite un- 
prepared. Mapam had a clearcut 
Position on the Golan issue, but 











Labour did not and it disintegrated 
over the vote.” 


He feared the Golan Law had 
caused Israel much harm: relations 
with the U.S. had been strained un- 
necessarily, a marked improvement 
in ties with France had been im- 
paired, and the law had deepened 
Israel's international isolation. but 
above ali, he discerned a grow ing 
threat of military escalation along 
Israel's northern front. “The bill 
was completely without benefit: it 
did not add a single village or a 
single settler to the Heights,” he 
said. 

What also upset Shemtov was the 
negative effect of the Golan Law on 
international opinion. “The impres- 
sion has been created that Israel is 
about to start-a war across the 
northern border,"* when the truth is 
that it is the Syrians who persist in 
not joining the peace process and in 
keeping their military option ready. 
Should fighting break out, no one 
will believe that it’s not Israel's 
fault, he said mournfully. 

However, he pointed out that 
both the terrorists and Damascus 
realized any provocation on their 
part might lead to war with unfor- 
tunate results for them, hence they 
were carefully weighing their 
moves. Another element which 
must be taken into account was the 
Soviet Union. “I have grounds to 
believe it will exert a restraining in- 
uence over the Syrians, just as the 
US. is trying to use its good offices 
to moderate the. positions of all the 
sides invoived,”” he declared. 


RETURNING to home ground. 
She mtov reflected on the “role that 
might be played in regional 
developments by a prime minister 
who was so unpredictable and by a 
defence minister with such a 
warlike image.” He compared the 
present government with that of the 
two premiers he had served under. 
“When Golda and Rabin were at 
the helm, the Arabs, the Americans 
and the Russians knew precisely 
what the government would be like- 
ly todo. But with Begin. no one can 
predwt what he is about to do. 
Therein lies the danger.” When 
even cabinet members don't know 
what to expect, how can we expect 
vutsiders to know?” he asked 


When I mentioned Sharon's argu- 
ment that it was to Israel's benefit to 
be considered unpredictable. Shem- 
tov reacted with a terse “*That's in- 
fantile.” Indeed, it was difficult 
even for Israelis, including Likud 
leaders, to know where the govern- 
ment stood on major issues, he said. 
As an example, he recalled that on 
the very day the premier had reas- 
sured Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak that Israel would fulfil its 
peace treaty obligations and com- 
plete the Sinai withdrawal on 
schedule, the defence minister had 
told the cabinet “it’s all to the good 
that the U.S. and Egypt not take the 
fate of the rest of Sinai for granted. 
Who speaks the truth, Begin or 
Sharon?” Shemtov asked. 

Shemtov is disturbed by thoughts 
of what may happen after the April 
withdrawal from Sinai. He does not 
doubt that Begin will honour the 
withdrawal timetable, but “one 
month after that, the whole world 
will have foigcu sn we handed back 
the whole of Sinai,” he added dark- 
ly, Shemtov foresees the U.S., the 
USSR and other nations demanding 
that Israel tackle the Palestinian is- 
Sue as required by the Camp David 
accords. “It was Premier Begin who 
Signed the commitment to 
recognize the ‘legitimate rights of 
the Palestinians.’ True, he 
transiated it differently in the 
Hebrew translation, but it’s the 
Original English text that counts.” 

In his view, the Likud govern- 
ment is incapable of honouring this 
obligation. Nor does he think jhe 
Begin administration can imple- 
ment the autonomy scheme. “I'm 
convinced that if no effort is made 
towards finding a solution to the 
Palestinian problem, we are in 
danger of facing a serious threat of 
military escalation,’* he said. Pursu- 
ing this theme, Shemtov said that 
“Israel is now in the grips of the 
same mood that existed just before 
the Yom Kippur War. Once again, 
they're saying that time is not work- 
ing in our favour. No doubt, Israel is 
extremely strong militarily, and the 
Arabs are incapable of pushing us 
into the sea. However, they are cer- 
tainly resourceful enough to initiate 
a military action that will produce a 
political chair reaction of some 
consequence.” 

In the next stage of the Shemtov 
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scenario, the two superpowers will 
join hands to impose a settlement in 
the Middle East. “We've never 
faced a situation like the present 
one in which an Israeli initiative is 
SO necessary to further the peace 
process. Regretfully, the Begin 
government lacks the talent needed 
for such a dramatic step.” 


NATURALLY we discussed what is 
known as the Shemtov-Yariv For- 
mula. Was it still relevant? “Most 
certainly”, he declared, “and par- 
ticularly since Premier Begin's com- 
mitment at Camp David to bring 
Palestinian representatives into the 
negotiations. | even told President 
Carter they could be pro-PLO ele- 
ments, on condition they not serve 
in that capacity. If we wish to 
achieve peace on the eastern front, 
we must negotiate with Jordan and 
(as the Formula has it) any Palesti- 
nians who recognize the Jewish 
State. That's what will have to hap- 
pen. Otherwise I don’t see any hope 
of movement.” 

Admittedly, Shemtov added, the 
PLO does not have the courage to 
recognize Israel for the purpcse of 
Opening negotiations, but this un- 
derlines its weakness, not its 
strength. 


THE MAPAM leader smiled with 
gratification when I remarked that 
since the vote on the Golan Law no 
one was asking whether Mapam was 
an independent party. Was this a 
harbinger of things to come, with 
voices becoming louder in both 
Labour and Mapam for disbanding 
the Alignment? 

Shemtov pondered the basics. 
Mapam was a small and 
homogeneous party, the latter was 
its strength, the former its 
weakness. Labour was a big party 
and heterogenous, which he con- 
sidered both its strength and its 
weakness. Labour was currently 
Civided into various camps and the 
rift between hawks and doves has 
paralysed the party. In Mapai's hey- 
day. that party was pluralistic but 
the mainstream under Ben-Gurion’s 
leadership dominated policy- 
making and the various minority 
groups toed the line. “The impres- 
sion now is that the Labour 
mainstream no longer has a line. 
And what's worse, to my sorrow, 
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Labour lacks an agreed leadership. 
I don’t use the word leader, because 
the period of single leadership in the 
labour movement is over. As long as 
Labour doesn’t put its house in 
order and set up a collective 
leadership, it will continue to be in 
deep crisis.” 

That, says Shemtov, was the main 
source of the weakness the Align- 
ment has displayed six months after 
emerging on par with the Likud 
Knesset elections. “We are deeply 
interested in the Alignment being a 
fighting opposition in the !Oth 
Knesset. It must show it has an 
alternative to the Likud’s program- 
me,’ the Mapam leader said. 

He admitted that since the elec- 
tions the Alignment has not func- 
tioned as an opposition. *‘How can 
we tight the government if some of 
our Labour comrades are constant- 
ly pianning to join a national 
government,” Shemtov asked. He 
preferred calling it “a government 
of national paralysis rather than one 
of national unity. These matters 
were being thrashed out with 
Labour, and his message to them 
was that if the Alignment didn’t 
come out fighting, it would break 
up. 

Positions had to be clarified 
with the utmost speed so that 
Labour wouldn't be caught again 
off balance, as in the case of the 
Golan Law. Tehiya’s Geula Cohen 
has just tabled a private member's 
Dill seeking to annex the West Bank 
and Gaza. “We have to make certain 
the Alignment as a whole has a clear 
policy on this issue.” 


THE MAPAM $$ secretary-general 
expressed his personal and his 
party's enthusiastic support for the 
formation of the new dovish forum 
Ometz, in which Mapam MKs 
have taken a leading role. Asked 
to comment on strictures from the 
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Labour Party that the new forum 
might have a destructive influence, 
Shemtov declared, “It’s legitimate 
for those inside the parties compos- 
ing the Alignment to establish a 


public forum where the differences 





between the coalition and the op- 
position are sharpened.” 

Might not Ometz become a new 
alternative for Alignment voters? 
“We dan’t need one. All we want to 
do is to make the Alignment’s real 
message crystal clear, and perhaps 
thereby even prevent the formation 
of a national coalition 
government.” 

Although on two occasions in re- 
cent weeks, Ometz has broken party 
discipline, Shemtov took pains to 
stress that it was not a basis for a 
popular-front party that could 
evolve into an independent list 
tnade up of Mapam and its Labour 
allies in the elections to the 11th 
Knesset. 

The veteran politician was dis- 
turbed by what he considered clear 
signs of an erosion of democracy in 
Israel. The government's 
“contemptuous attitude” towards 
the Knesset, and law and order be- 
ing trampled underfoot in Yamii 
with the quiet encouragement of the 
government which take no action 
against the law breakers. “Far be it 
from me to seek civil war, but how 
can the government tolerate the 
talk of an autonomous Yamitstan?” 

“T respect and honour Chief-of- 
Staff Rafaeli Eitan, but he has 
overstepped democratic bounds by 
his frequent forays into politics, not 
to speak of the mockery he has 
made of the system of military 
justice. Last week, he pardoned 
Baruch Arbel, who was convicted of 
taking bribes. In this case, Eitan 
overruled the recommendation of 
the army's advocate-general. Does 
Eitan seek to create separate norms 
for officers and other ranks?” 


Eitan is undermining the 
authority of our judiciary and the 
basic standards of conduct of the 
IDF, Shemtov said. Shemtov said 
the same of the defence minister's 
approach to the ministry's staff over 
the question of the ministry's 
reorganization. “His attitude is that 
what's good for Arik is good for 
Israel.” 

Apart from signs of Khomeini- 
like coercion by the Likud’s 
religious partners, he saw a real 
threat to democracy “in the 
repeated Likud attempts to portray 
the opposition as traitors and to pin 
the ‘stab-in-the-back* label on all 
Likud critics. This is a very wor- 
risome phenomenon, calling to 
mind other regimes at other times. 
In addition, demonstrators of the 
left are treated differently by the 
police from demonstrators of the 
right. This recalls similar anti- 
democratic trends in other 
countries.” 

The political veteran regretted 
the choice for Knesset Speaker had 
not fallen on a more experienced 
parliamentarian. He was alarmed at 
the unprecedented manner in which 
Speaker Menahem Savidor had 
stopped the DFPE’s Charlie Biton 
from speaking because he con- 
sidered him not to have spoken to 
the point. All those who hold parlia- 
ment dear must always be on the 
alert, even in matters of detail, he 
declared. 

Finally, another sign of anti- 
democratic trends to Shemtov's 
mind was the continuing and 
prolonged military rule over a 
quarter of a million Arabs. “This 
distorts the basic nature of Israeli 
society and undermines its 
democratic tradition,” he said. He 
feared that the impact of collective 
punishment across the Green Line 
might also be felt in Israe! 
proper. O 














ECONOMIC STATISTICS FOR OCCUPIED TERRITORIES GIVEN 


Jersualem AL-FAJR in English 8-14 Jan 82 pp 8-9 


{Article by Hanna Assadi] 


[Text] 


One of the problems fac- 
‘ng journalists and researchers 
reporting on the occupied ter- 
titories is the lack of reliable 
statistical information. Statisti- 
cal abstracts form the main 
reference works for economists, 


writers on social questions such 


as population, health planners, 
and others. 


In Palestine, the Israelis 
produce two types of documents 
in this area — an abstract for the 
state of Israel, and quarterly 
reports on what they call, “the 
administered territories.” Pales- 
tinian experts question the basic 
veracity of both reports. Up to 
now, however, there has been no 
alternative. 


The latest “administered 
territories” report (The Admi- 
nistered Territories Statistical 
Quarterly, Bureau of Statistics, 
Jerusalem, 1980), published re- 
cently, reveals some disturbing 
trends in population and eco- 
nomic trends in the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip. 


According to the Isrueli 
occupation’s figures emigration 
has risen sharply over the past 
two years to a level where it 
equals three-quarters of the na- 


tural increase in population. “if 
the trend continues,” one Israeli 
expert told A! Fajr, “there will 
soon be no increase in overall 
population. The Israelis will then 
work on changing the demogra- 
phic balance.” 


The statistics also reveal a 
continuing trend of dependence 
of the occupied territories on 
money from outside to meet 
their balance of payments. 


Statistical Inaccuracy 


“If you examine any sta- 
tistic in the book I’m sure you’d 
find it to be wrong,” an expert 
in analysing reports told Al Fajr. 
“The only thing they can do is 
underline changes.” 


As the statisticians ‘make 
the same mistakes’ every year, 
the expert said, overall trends 
can indicate changes “assuming 
the level of cheating doesn't 


vary.” 


To illustrate his point, the 
expert pointed out that the Is- 
raelis’ estimates of personal 
income and expenditure consis- 
tently reveal ‘income’ much 
lower than ‘expenditure.’ 
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ISRAEL 


Population 


: Palestinians in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip have 
complained for many years that 
Israeli policy in the territories 
is designed to force emigration. 
The latest statistical quarterly 
reveals that between 1975 and 
1980, 90,000 Palestinians left 
the West Bank — excluding East 
Jerusalem. The figure is most 
probably accurate. The statistic 
is made by counting entries and 
exits over the Bridges and 
through Lydda airport. 


Israel’s estimate of the pop- 
ulation of the West Bank, 
1,143,000 (the figure for the 
“nonJewish” population of 
Jerusalem is 115,000) means 
that between seven and eight 
percent of the total population 
have left in the past six years. 


More disturbingly for 
Palestinians, the trend is increas- 
ing. Sources in the Central 
Bureau of statistics revealed -hat 
they expect outflow of 27,000 
this year — up 3,000 from 1980. 
‘Natural increase’ — the diffe- 
rence between births and deaths 
— has been steady in the last 
few years, at around 35,000. 
Thus, as we show in the table. 
emigration is equivalent to 75 











percent of the increase, and 
rising. 


Experts attribute the 
vhange mainly to Israel’s deterio- 
Zating economy, and the fact 
that workers from the occupied 
territ. mes are worst hit by the 
decline. “They are forced to 
leave in order to get work,” said 
ome Palestinian, echoing the 
sentiments of many individual 
Workers. 


= i°%0. according to the 
CBS, there were 22.000 settlers 
in, the “sst Bank -- excluding 
Fest Jerusalem. 


Public Services 


Tt israeli statistics on 
public services spending revel 
‘ne extent of their neglect. 
Heaith spending, according to 
their own figures. has remained 
steady or declined, despite the 
‘got that the population is raing. 


The level, anyway. is very 
low. um Israeli economic 
anal’.s3 Sola Al Fair 


In 1977, in one of his 
frst speeches Begin promised to 
‘vqualise’ services between !sraci 
anc the oecupied territcries,” 

said tne analyst. ‘The statistics 
reveal that no attempr has been 
made to meet thet promise.” 


The low budget, the 
ana\yst said, reflects a deliberate 
policy of the Israeli government 
in two ways. First, administra- 
tively. they offer only a small 
budget and distribute it in a 
‘very strange way.” Secondly, in 
a penod of overall Israeli govern- 
ment cut-back, the occupied ter- 
ritories nave perhaps the iowest 


sae 
prority 


israeli government pays 74 
percent of local municipality 


budgets in thcw own towns and 


approximately 50 percent of the 
health budgets. Education is 
about 90 percent subsidised. 


In 1979/80 the West Bank 
Gross National Product rose uy 


seven to eight percent in real 


terms. Public consumption, 
however, only rose by two 
percent. 


The budgetary restrictions 
coupled with complete Israeli 
control over what development 
projects can be undertaken, will 
lead to greater distortion, the Is- 
raeli analyst said. 


“I expect Mr. Milson and 
Sharon will see to it that more 
and more of the small develop- 
ment budget goes to villages — 
especially those controlled by 
Dudeen.”” 


“What, overall, they (the 
Israelis) are trying to jo is 
create a situation in which public 
authorities services get less and 
i+. The population will there- 
fore become more and more 
dependent on private services — 
many provided by Iusracl,” said 
the exp-rt. 


In t.? areas of health and 
egucation, the expert said that 
fie expects ‘:o change’ or ‘a 
decline’ in services. He also noted 
that in the areg of public ser- 
vices, Joint-Cormmittee Funds 
seemed t> be mrking little 
impect, statistically. 


Housing 


The lack of public input 
into the economy — essential ir, 
any developing economy — is 
starkly illustrated by the hons- 
ing statistics. In « ‘normal’ situa- 
tion most construction is in the 
public sector. Schools, public 
utilities, municipai housing pro- 


jects etc., make up most building 





in developing countries. 


In the West Bank in 1980 
only 5,000 square meters of 
public building was completed, 
compared with a 700,000 square 
meters total. In Gaza the num- 
ber was so low it was not men- 
tioned. 


The lack of economic de- 
velopment is further underlined 
by the fact that 600,000 square 
meters of the total for the West 
Bank is housing. Only 100,000 
square meters of private building 
was devoted to _ industrial, 
school, hospital and other ser- 
vice areas. 


‘Foreign’ Trade 


The- occupied territories 
‘trade balance’ continues to be 
poor. Ever since the occupation 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip have had a very large 
balance of payments deficit — 
that continued to be the case in 
1980. The deficit in trade with 
Israel was IL 12.5 billion in 
1980 and IL 2 billion with the 
rest of the world (10 Israeli 
Lira = 1 Israeli Shekel). Only 
with Jordan, where the West 
Bank and Gaza exported IL 
3.5 billion worth of goods and 
services more than they import- 
ed was there a positive balance. 


Industry 


Most of the trade defi- 
cit was made up of the import of 
industrial goods from Israel. In 
the occupied territories there has 
been hardly any industrial deve- 
lopment over the past 14 years. 
The reason, according to Israeli 
experts, is relatively simple. 


In no developing country 
will private individuals invest 
orivate capital without govern- 
ment guarantees. In Israel over 
the pas* 30 ;ears for every IS 1 











invested by private entrepre- 
neurs the government has given 
IS 9. There is now a very sophis- 
ticated system of state invest- 
ment and subsidy. 


This system has not been 
extended to the occupied terri- 
tories. Instead Israel has con- 
centrated on self-investment, 
reaping the benefit of cheap 
Arab labour. ‘For all practical 
purposes,” said the Israelj ana- 
lyst Al Fajr spoke to, “Arab en- 
trepreneurs get no grants or loans 
from the authorities.” 


The occupied territories’ 
GNP is further complicated by 
the fact that olives are the major 
agricultural product and olive oil 
and pickled olives the major 


industrial export. Olive crops 
fluctuate wildly on a two year 
cycle. Thus, for instance, in 
1980 production was 82 percent 
higher than 1979 which was 39 
percent down on 1978. This, 
despite the fact that growth in 
real terms has risen by four to 
six pes-ent per annum since 
occupation. 


Olive oil made up 40 
percent of the West Bank’s 
exports in 1980. Cut stone and 
cheese were two other main 
areas. The occupied territories 
exports in 1980 were around IL 
9.5 billion: IL 5.6 billion to Is- 
rael and IL 3.7 billion to Jordan. 


The balance of payments 
deficit for the occupied terri- 
tories is covered almost entirely 
by cash sent or brought home by 
Palestinians working abroad. 
Twenty-two percent of the West 
Bank’s GNP was made up of 
cash from abroad and 30 percent 
of the Gaza Strip’s. 


Employment 


Israel takes, according to 
statistics, 72,000 workers from 
the occupied territories. A fur- 
ther 20 to 30,000 work outside 
Palestine. This, from a labour 
force of 213,700. Only 30,000 
women worked, according to the 
Israeli figures. 


Experts say the very low 
number of people employed in 
the occupied territories, and the 
small number of women workers 
could lead to problems. When 
economic problems grow — as 
they are doing — more people, 
Particularly women, seek to 
enter the employment market. 


In a future Palestinian 
state, for instance, the minimal 
and stagnant industrial base, 
plus the influx of returning 
Palestinians could rapidly create 
an unemployment crisis. 


Obviously Israel is not go- 
ing to allow investment on the 
scale required, thus urgent and 
rapid industrialisation would be 
required. 


At present, according to 
the Israelj statisticians, unemp. 
loyment is very low in the oc- 
cupied territories — 1.2 percent 
of the work force. It is slightly 
higher among women, but as 
noted above emigration is 
increasing. 


Employment in industry, 
however, is declining in the West 
Bank. Using 1977 as a mean 
index of 100 to indicate those 
employed in factories, the num- 
ber has slowly declined from 
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106 in 1976 to 96 in 1980. In 
Gaza, on the other hand, the 
figure has increasd enormously 
— from 100 in ’76 to 138 today. 
“In my opinion,” Gideon Eshet 
of Yediot Aharonot told A! 
Fajr, “nearly all of those ‘new’ 
industrial workers are employ- 
ed in the Israeli-owned in- 
dustrial complexes built around 
the Strip.” 


Long Term Trends 


Statistics indicating eco- 
nomic changes over the past 
14 years of occupation need 
careful study. In cash terms the 
statistics indicate steady rises. 
Their figures do not, however, 
take into account the fact that 
the territories were predomina- 
tely peasant agricultural before 
1967 and today, most Palestin- 
ians obtain their livelihood from 
wage labour. 


The rise in private con- 
sumption has been a steady 
seven “percent per -annum in 
real terms since 1968 i.e. more 
than doubled in 14 vears. The 
GNP has risen by 10 percent 
per annum. 


Confirmation of our ear- 
lier analysis by experts is found 
in the rise in ‘public’ consump- 
tion. That indicator has only 
risen by 4.1 percent per annum 
or 60 percent overall. 


The most staggering inc. 
reases in economic input to the 
occupied territories comes tn the 
area of ‘income from abroad.’ 
For the West Bank this figure 
has rise by an average of 30 per- 
cent per annum,or by 2,800 
percent since 1968. In Gaza the 
figure is even bigger — 51! 
percent per year, on average. 
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Population Outflow 


natural 
increase 
(in 1,000s) 
1975 ; 32.4 
1976 35.1 
1977 . 35.2 
1978 34.6 
1979 35.6 
1980 35.8 
1981] 35.8 (estimate) 


Population Balance on 

Balance* percentage of 

actual figure natural increase 
2,573 7.9 

16,253 46.0 

11,922 33.8 

14,696 42.4 

17,467 48.9 


24,152 - » 67.4 
27,000(CBS estimate) 75.4 


* The number of emigrants. 
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It is probably this revenue, 
mainly from Palestinian workers, 
which is keeping the economy 
of the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip ‘alive.’ - | 


The ‘new’ Israeli planners 
— Colonei Milson and Ariel 
Sharon — hawe promised to 


_ 
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make exit and entry pesraits 
more difficult. Cash from abroad 
is already severely restricted — 
a factor in which does not infl- 
uence the 1980-figuers, _ ~ 


Their combined efforts 
could, by Igraet’s figures, pre- 
cipitate a major crisis. 

















DEGREE OF BIAS IN TELEVISION REPORTING DISCUSSED 


ISRAEL 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST MAGAZINE in English 29 Jan 82 pp 3-4 


[Article by Yosef Goell)] 


[Text] 


“STATE BROADCASTING does 
not necessarily have to mean in- 
grained anti-government broad- 
casting,” Prime Minister Begin 
declared in the Knesset a couple of 
weeks ago. 

It if obviously an issue Mr. Begin 


cares about deeply. The depth of his 
feelings can best be gauged, perhaps, | 


from a reading of the waves they | 
have sent rippling through the con- 

centric rings of leadership in the 

parties of the Likud. Finance. 
Minister Aridor, in submitting the 

state budget earlier this week, 

pointedly omitted the Broadcasting 

Authority completely. 

This budgetary slap in the face 
was partly a reaction to the 
authority’s unilateral decision the 
previous week to raise the licence 


fee by far more than the rate of in- ; 


flation. But in a broader sense, it 
was an expression of the chagrin 
with which the entire Likud views 
the treatment it feels it, its members 
and its government receive at the 
hands of Kol Yisrael’s radio and TV 
reporters, editors and producers. 


OF SPECIAL interest was an 
almost unnoticed ripple much 
further out in the Likud pond. A 
Moda’i protégé in the Knesset, first- 
termer Pinhas Goldstein (Likud- 
Liberals), tabled a private member's 
bill to amend the Broadcasting 
Authority Law by two additions. 
One of these would require greater 
political balance in news bulletins. 

In his explanatory notes to the 
bill, Goldstein writes: “It is in- 


tolerable that in a state authority, 
government positions should not 
find adequate expressio while the 
Opinions of marginal fly-by-night 
groups are given an exposure totally 
out of proportion to their electoral 
Strength and public support.” 

Other Likud politicos were less 
restrained in their criticism. “You 
switch on your TV set” said one, 
“and you get the impression that 
Yossi Sarid represents half of Israel, 
and that he and Shulamit Aloni 
represent the overwhelming ma- 

. jority.” 

Goldstein is more moderate in his 
criticism, but he is really expressing 
the much deeper Likud resent of 
the electronic media, a resentment 
that is all the more bitter because 
the Broadcasting Authority is a 
state monopoly, and a monopoly 
that in the past four years has been 
controlled by Likud appointees. 


OF THE director-general, ap- 
pointed because of his reputed con- 
nections with the Likud-Liberals 

}and his hawkish line as a Ma‘ariv 
columnist, Goldstein says: “Tommy 
Lapid came into the job with excel- 
lent intentions, and at first did a 
first-rate job. But we have a feeling 

; that he has burnt himself out and 
that it’s time that he moved on. 
Lapid is often forced to give in and 
go along even when he disagrees 
with something. But you can’t fight 
everybody ail the time. 


principle that it is not the workers 


but the management that sets policy ' 
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and runs the business must be up- 
held. But Lapid, who came in to es- 
tablish that principle, seems to have 
been worn down.” 

The initial ‘“‘first-rate job’’ 
Goldstein was obviously referring 
to, was the clean sweep Lapid made 
of the more visible members 
of the reputed “Left-Wing Mafia” 
the Likud saw in every nook and 
cranny of Television House. The 
sweep culminated in the ousting of 


‘Haim Yavin from his ‘position 


as director of television news and 
his replacement by the more pliable 
Tuvia Sa’ar. The final switch took 
place well before last spring's elec- 
tions. 


YAVIN, whom I met in his Office in 
Television House an hour before his 
9 p.m. stint as part-time anchor-man 
of Mabat, which he does in addition 
to his main job as Knesset cor- 
respondent, spoke of the effect of 
this clean sweep as a gutting of 
television and the demoralization of 
his news department. 

“Today, the people in the depart- 
ment are totally passive. They're 
tired of fighting and it’s turned into 
a clerical job, at best. Tuvia 
describes himself as a Prussian 
_— ‘I do what they tell me to 

oO.’ 

“I didn't let Tommy Lapid into 

the department when I ran it. What 


_ ET mean is that when he told me to do 
| something that went against my 
“In broadcasting, as in El Al, the | 


grain as a professional newsman, | 
demanded that he give me a direct 
order. At which point he would 














often back down and I did what I 
thought should be done.” 


LOOKING BACK over the last 
stormy four years, Yavin tries to 
compare it wi 
radio and TV, in which he’s worked 
ever since he took his degree in 
English and Hebrew literature in 
the late SOs. 

“I would say that strong govern- 
ments and dominant men at their 
head resulted in great tension with 
broadcasting staffs, both in radio 
and in television. The worst times 
we had were under Ben-Gurion and 
Golda and in the last few years of 
the Begin government. It was quite 
the opposite under Eshkol and 
Rabin and in Begin’s first years. 

“People forget that the Align- 
ment had an even harder time with 


television than the Likud thinks it. 


has. They don’t have Nikui Rosh 


(the satirical anti-establishment 
programme of the early ’70s) to con- 
tend with. Kushnir gave Rabinowitz 
(the Labour finance minister) a 
much harder time than Spiegelman 
ever gave Aridor. , 

“The difference is that the Likud 
has reverted to the much earlier 
repressive stages of Labour of the 
1950s. Being new to government, 
and woefully unsure of themselves, 
they never realized that a 
democratic government has to live 
with constant criticism. In recent 
years, Begin’s domination of his 
government and his patriarchal ap- 
proach have aggravated the in- 
tc ierance of criticism.” 


ANOTHER difference Yavin dis- 
cerns is the nature and role of the 
Authority’s board of management. 
This body, he says, was meant to be 
a buffer between outside pressures 
and the professional staffs. Under 
the Likud, the board itself has 
become a politica] organ tha: trans- 
mits rather than absorbs pres- 
sures, he says. 

“There were two developments 
that proved traumatic for the Likud 
government and brought about the 
political backing of the board: the 
news department's coverage of the 
West Bank in the first two years of 
the Begin administration; and the 
screening of Hirbet Hiz’a.” 


(The latter was the adaptation of 


Yizhar Smilansky’s story about the 


earlier periods in- 


expulsion of Arabs from a fictional 
Palestinian village during the 1948 
War of Independence, whose 
screening became a cause célébre 
in the late '70s.) Te 

“These two events resulted in « 
coup in which the people they put 
on the Authority board — chairman 
Reuven Yaron and Aharon Papo, to 
mention just two — decided to steer 


the ship on a sharply rightist course. 


“Since then, coverage of the 
West Bank and the territories has 
gone down to nearly nil. The public 
simply doesn’t want to see keffiyas 
‘on the screen. The Arab problem, in 
all its ramifications, has clearly got 
on the public’s nerves.” 


YAVIN ADMITTED that, in our 
discussion, he had shifted subtly 
from television’s problems with the 
government — especially the pre- 
sent one — to the dissatisfaction of 
a large section of the public with the 
TV coverage of public affairs. 
“The Likud should be grateful to 
us for getting that part of the public 
up in arms,” he added. “It’s true 
that they can’t stand another Arab 
on the screen. But the fact that we 
no longer show the West Bank 
mayors (interviews with them now 
require advance approval by Lapid) 
doesn’t mean that they or the 


problem they represent have disap- . 


peared.” 

Yavin speaks of a long process of 
such confrontations, leading to bat- 
tle fatigue among all concemed. 
“All of us have changed. Lapid, we 
and the Likud’s attitudes. The result 
has been almost total passivity 
among the news etaffs, and dull 
television. 

“Yaron believes that what is 
broadcast should be entirely within 
the limits of a broad national con- 
sensus. I believe we should also 
report even.s, views and per- 
sonalities who deviate from that 
consensus. 

“In the days when Dan Sailon 
and I ran the department, we in- 
fused our people with a sense of 
mobilized, committed journalism. 
But committed )ournalism is’ a 
source of perpetual trouble for the 
director, so he’s put an end to that.” 


THE UPSHOT, according to Yavin, 
is that Communications Minister 
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Mordechai Zipori is now busy 
working on a legislative framework 
that would permit the establishment 
of four regional cable-television 
networks that would compete with 
Channel One. 

Yavin thinks that, in the long run, 
this will be to the good. “Channel 
One’s monopoly must be broken. 
We will all be better off if it is. The 
problem is the objective shortage of 
taleat to go around among several 
television outlets. A second channel 
simply won't be able to start off at 
the low level that we did. Channel 
One has established the minimum 
standards for any new take-off and 
they. might be very difficult_to 
achieve.” _ 

Yavin also believes that it is es- 
sential to de-politicize the 
authority’s governing bodies. The 
unwieldy council should be 
abolished, the management board 
enlarged slightly, staffed by non- 


‘political public figures chosen by an 


impartial body like the one that 
nominates judges. 


SURPRISINGLY, one of the men 
Yavin perceives as his nemesis on 
the board of management, 
chairman Reuven Yaron, agrees 
about the need for its restructuring. 
He has proposed that the large 
council be abolished and that the 
board be enlarged and its term of 
office changed from three years 
with the option of a second term to 
one unrenewable four-year term. 

In theory, the former dean of the 
Hebrew University Law School 
Says, one should aim at a non- 
political board, but in [srael’s situa- 
tion it is simply not realistic. He 
believes there is nothing intrinsical- 
ly wrong with a board of political 
appointees as long as they are 
representative of the main political 
forces in the country but are aware 
that they are not beholden to them 
in fulfilling their duties, which is, 
he feels, largely the situation today. 

A conversation with the legally 
precise, somewhat yekkish Yaron, 
leads to the conclusion that the 
troubles people like Yavin could be 
expected to have with him weuld be 
more over professional than 
political issues. Although there is 
more than a suspicion that the 
former issues are sometimes used to 
conceal the latter. 














Yaron has an academic’s in- 


grained distaste for the crudeness of 


the predatory journalist. , 
“I believe we have a duty to 
report what is news. That has never 
been in dispute. While it is admit- 
tedly impossible to attain perfect 
objectivity, I think we must demand 
that we constantly strive towards it. 
“What we are not permitted to do 
in reporting news, is mject our ob- 
vious approach or disapproval.” 
Along with a striving for objec- 
tivity he wants a sense of respon- 


sibility. And he admits that there 


have been breakdowns, although in 


the overwhelming number of cases 
television and radio behave the way 
he, Yaron believes they should. 
As @ non-political example of 
such breakdowns Yaron cites the in- 
advertent give-away by Kol 
Yisrael’s international radio 
monitor, Michael Gurdus, of the 
plans of a West German anti- 
terrorist squad on its way to free 
Hostages from the clutches of ter- 
rorists in Mogadishu. Another was 
the way radio and TV (not to men- 
tion the press and the police 
themselves) covered the kidnapping 
of little Oron Yarden, which was 





nothing short of catastrophic. 


Where Yaron obviously comes into frequent conflict with television's working 
journalists is in his opposition to "scoops for scoops' sake." 


"I simply don't buy the argument that a scoop will run away. It is more important 
to check and recheck. Checking is more important than speed in such cases." 


He notes the painstaking care with which the Washington Post checked all its wWater- 
gate stories before publication as an example worthy of emulation. 


If Yaron is bothered by his journalists' penchant for runaway, unchecked "scoop- 
sim," he is equally perturbed by their resistance to admitting mistakes. 


"Most mistakes are obviously bona fide mistakes committed due to the pressure un- 
der which journalists work. So why not admit them when it is obvious that there 
was a mistake?" 


He cited a case in which there was an obviously erroneous report about the prime 
minister on the 7 o'clock news. He, Yaron, backed up the reporter concerned, but 
asked for a correction to be broadcast. This was done in the 9 o'clock bulletin, 
but the mistake was attributed to the Prime Minister's Office. 


Following that flap, he had instructed Lapid to issue written regulations on the 
correction of mistakes. This was done, but, said Yaron ruefully, the regulations 
are very rarely followed. 


He would not admit that there had been any real mistake in the recent broadcast of 
Haim Bar-Lev's comments on Defence Minister Sharon which has led to the prime min- 
ister's intervention. This was legitimate news, he admitted, but the choice of 
that item to lead the 2 o'clock bulletin at a& popular listening time on a Saturday 
was debatable and even suspicious. 


Gil Sadan, one of the younger staffers in the news department, who covers the Is- 
raeli Arab scene and occasionally the territories--two of the most controversial 
and sensitive beats--says he has rarely been on the receiving end of direct pres- 
Sure from above. 











“Most of those pressures were absorbed by the echelons above me," he said. How- 
ever, he added, "“Tuvia Sa‘ar is much more sensitive about those pressures than his 
predecessors. Every time we have to cover a sensitive issue he will be worrying, 
"But what will they say?'" 


Haim Yavin, he said, “was either more courageous or couldn't care less because he 
felt his end coming." 


Sadan, who is one of the few people in the department with formal training in an 
American school of journalism, spoke at length of the reporters’ feeling of 
greater public hostility to their work than was the case in the past. 


"Six years ago we were hardly aware of such hostility; now you can feel it all 
the time. I remember very vividly that after I did a report on discrimination 
against Israeli Arabs in child benefits from National Insurance, I received a 
spate of abusive phone calls. 


“That gave me a shock. But the shock of my life came when I encountered this sort 
of nostility in connection with last-summer's election results. I know that as a 
newspaperman I should take such widespread public hostility and prejudice into ac- 
count, and I do, but it still comes as a shock." 


Sadan's view that TV reporters and editors should consciously take this hostility 
into account is not widely held among other staffers. From what Sadan said, it 
would seem that the proselytizing approach that it is a journalist's task to 
change the viewers' opinions is more dominant. 


According to him, some TV news staffers feel that "they are God's gift to the 
world. They sometimes display very definite prima donna tendencies and refuse to 
bend to accommodate uncomfortable realities from the outside." 


On the other hand, under Sa'ar there has been a tendency to ignore a large part of 
the audience which Sadan believes is neither hostile nor prejudiced, and which 
woulc like more coverage of controversial issues. 

"I go around with a guiity conscience about not doing justice to my main beat, the 
Israeli Arabs. But Sa'ar has made it absolutely clear that in his view, one Arab 
issue a week is more than enough. I think that he is not sensitive enough to what 
a good part of the public, the part that keeps silent, wants." 


The butt of much of the criticism from Likud politicians and TV newsmen alike-- 
Director-General Yosef Lapid--sat in his swivel chair in the Broadcasting Author- 
ity's offices in the Clal Centre and used them to buttress his own claim to bal- 
ance and objectivity. 


"The fact that the criticism comes from all sides, and from Labour too, is the 
best proof of my contention that I have not played party politics with broadcast- 


ing, he asserted. 


"I claim that we have been objective, but on at least one subject certainly not 
neutral. In regard to anything that concerns the Arab-Israel dispute I think we 
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have reported the facts, but we have made it clear that we are on Israel's side. 
We are not neutral football referees in that regard. I believe that while we have 
an obligation to give all the facts we have no obligation to place our micrvphones 
and cameras at the disposal of PLO agitators and propagandists. 


"In this sense I think that I have carried out what I promised I would when I en- 
tered this job: to make Israel TV more Zionist, more Jewish and more Israeli. The 
fact that the change has been gradual is the reason why many of my critics are 
seemingly unaware of it. But believe me, it has changed." 


Lapid said that most of his troubles with the TV staff came from the fact that 
they were not used to a director-general getting involved directly in decisions 
and insisting on performing his legal function as editor-in chief. 


“In this regard I think it would be fair to say that there has been much more of 
a power struggle over who will determine what is broadcast than a political strug- 
gle over the content of broadcasts." 


He switched the conversation to his running troubles with a miserly Treasury. 


“Just to give you an idea. Our total annual expenditure on all non-news programmes 
is equal to what Granada spent just on one and a half instalments of Brideshead 
Revisited. The Treasury has collected over four billion shekels from the import of 
colour TV sets over the past two years, but hasn't given us one measly shekel to 
pay for the additional cost of broadcasting in colour. 


Lapid is all in favour of a second channel, preferably in the form of a BBC Two, 
although he thinks that when it comes it will be commercial. 


"My reasons are different from those of some of the Likud politicians who have 
been pushing it. I think competition and choice for the viewer are essential for 
good television. Politicians who believe that a second channel will turn into a 
‘Good News Channel' as opposed to our so-called 'Bad News' are in for a big sur- 
prise." He believes that as with the U.S. networks, the news will be pretty much 
the same on both channels. 


Lapid dodged a direct reply to the question as to whether the prime minister's di- 
rect intervention in the Bar-Lev-Sharon incident was a mistake, but his position 
can be inferred from what he did choose to say. 


"The fact that Begin's intervention on such a marginal event has been turned into 
a caure célebre is the best evidence that he does not make a practice of such di- 
rect involvement. With Ben-Gurion, daily interference was the norm. Yaron phoned 
me on that Saturday, not in the name of the prime minister, and it was I who de- 
cided, after hearing the item, that it was not up to journalistic standards and 
should not be rebroadcast." 


In his The Powers That Be David Halberstam writes: "There is an unwritten law of 
American journalism that states that the greater and more powerful the platform, 
the more carefully it must be used and the more closely it must adhere to the 
norms of American society, particularly the norms of the American government. " 
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What is true for privately-owned television in the U.S. would seem to be even more 
apt for Israel's state-controlled, monopolistic system. 


News and public affairs reporting on Israel television was certainly out of tune 
with the balance of attitudes among the Israeli public, and even more so among 
Israeli politicians, a few years ago. 


It would have been unrealistic not to expect a Likud government, representing as 
it does one of the poles rather than the centre in a deeply divided and polarized 
Israel, to try to change the content and tone of television reporting drastically. 
The method chosen was change at the top--the appointment of Yaron, Lapid, and a 
coalition majority to the authority's governing board, with a clear mandate for 
change. 


In the course of applying this mandate, quite a bit of the exhilaration, creativ- 
ity and initiative that is so essential to television staff has been squelched. 
Part of the fault, however, lies with the TV staffers themselves, who have failed 
to unierstand how sensitive they must be to the viewing public's reactions and 
prejudices. 


At times they have allowed themselves the luxury of getting too far ahead of pub- 
lic tastes and opinions, and for that they have been slapped down. But I gained 

the impression that while Lapid is aware that he may have gone too far in bending 
Israel Television to the will of his political masters, he feels that he may have 
turned his bridges with the staff too thoroughly to be able to back-track. 


More serious is his feeling that the present Begin government will not countenance 
an attempt to change the balance in the news department, but will instead insist 
on going ahead with establishing what they hore will be a "good News" second chan- 
nel and cable outlets. 


CSO: 4400/138 
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JAPAN BUILDS TRADE LINKS 


London 8 DAYS in English No 4, 30 Jan 82 p 8 


{Article by Ignacio Klich] 


[Text] 


THE DECISION of the Likud Party's 
former defence and transport minister, 
Ezer Weizman, to introduce Daihatsu cars 
to Israel illustrates Japan's readiness to 
prop up trade links with Israel. While auto- 
mobiles have never been one of the princi- 
pal Japanese exports to Israel, an increase 
in the number of cars shipped would be a 
modest boost for Japanese exports, and 
would make for a more balanced commer- 
cial relationship. 

Weizman’'s plans have caught Isracl's 
existing auto-importers by surprise. Earlier 
attempts to persuade Japanese car man- 
ufacturers to be represented in Israel had 
failed. with one exception: Subaru, makers 
of the only Japanese car now being sold 
there. 

Japan's greater interest in the Arab world 
has produced a division of markets among 
the country s leading auto-manufacturers. a 
division which will not be upset by the 
Dathatsu-Weizman link. Nissan and Toyota 
— the heavyweights of the Japanese indus- 
try — have opted for Arab markets, while 
minors such as Subaru, and now Daihatsu 
(pe-‘ting Israels Transport Ministry 
approval). supply the more marginal Israeli 
market 

Before the end of the 1980s, however, 
changes now taking place in the world 
motor mdustr. may make Datsuns and 
other Japanese models available to the 
Israchs, although their imtroduction mto 
Israc! will not necessarily be reflected m 
Japan's track balanc: 
um °° : Sch -apencse manufacturers and 
their Furopean and American counierparts 
will concentrate cat-making in the hands of 
ten large comoaes. so that even if there has 
been neo radial improvement in the Middle 
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East political climate by then. Volkswagen 
— which already has an important slice of 
the Israeli market — would be in a position 
to offer Datsuns made in VW plants, just as 
Hondas could be exported by British Ley- 
land. 

Meanwhile. Japanese compliance with 
the Arab boycott has caused the accumula- 
tion of a deficit in Japan's commercial trade 
balance with Israel. especially since 1967. 





Japan’s trade with Israel 
(in billions of yen) 

exports imports 
1971 11.0 14.4 
1972 13.4 18.1 
1973 15.8 21.7 
1974 25.8 19.1 
1975 21.7 26.4 
1976 25.0 23.7 
1977 24.0 26.2 
1978 20.6 36.5 
1979 30.6 43.7 
1980 24.5 $1.7 
source: Japan Tariff Association 











Notwithstanding the absence of aggressive 
salesmanship on the part of the Japanese, 
trade in both directions has nevertheless 
grown from less than $500,000 in 1955 — 
the year Japan established diplomatic rep- 
resentaiton in Israel — to some $300m 
Diamenss comprise some 80 per cent of 
istach exports to Japan. Indeed, Japan has 
long been Israel's second largest market for 
amon’ exports in Asia. after Hong Kong 
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As for access to the Japanese market for 
other Israeh commodities, some have bene- 
fied from a reduction in custom dues. in 
line with the treatment accorded by Tokyo 
to developing nations. But j..- nese 
requirements, standards, ard quotas have 
also plaved their part in limiting the inflow 
of Israeli goods. 

On the other side of the trade ledger. half 


of Israel's imports from Japan have been 
iron and steel, with electronics and photo- 
graphic equipment and cars some way 
behind. But Tokyo's lack of enthusiasm for 
the Israeli market has meant that the open- 
ing of a Japan external trade organisation 
(Jetro) office in Tel Aviv — repeatedly 
requested by Israeli importers — has not 
been given serious attention by the organ- 
isation. 

The society was established in 1955 by 
the late Moshe Bejarano, and Originally 
served as an informal channel for bilateral 
contacts. Before business ties acquired their 
present dimension, the society and _ its 
Tokyo counterpart, the Japan-Israel 
Friendship League, played a more political 
role. Indeed, the Tokyo league was headed 
by Masami Kubayashi, a member of the 
Diet's foreign affairs committee, who led a 
Japanese parliamentary delegation to Israc] 
in August 1975. A bi-national chamber of 
commerce was set up under the aegis of the 
Tel Aviv society in 1963. 

The two-way flow of visitors — a few 
thousand a year — is complicated by the 
fact that El Al applications to be granted 
landing rights in Tokyo have been turned 
down. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF NEW SETTLEMENTS PROGRESSING RAPIDLY 
Jerusalem AL-FAJR in English 26 Dec 81-7 Jan 82 p 4 


[Article by Nura Sus] 


[Text ] 





Since the Israeli elections, 
withir the short space of five 
months, Israel has set up 10 new 
settlements on West Bank land, 
in addition to a major drive for 
private home building on exist- 
‘ing settlements and on ‘purchas- 
ed’ property. The new settle- 
ments range in size from a 5000- 
apartment residential city north 
of Jerusalem to a collection of 
pre-fabs set up on the edge of 
the wilderness area in the 
southern-most portion of the 
West Bank. 


Most of the burgeoning 
settlements are located at points 
of economic and military stra- 
tegic importance, either on one 
of the [sraeli-built highways that 
bifurcate the occupied West 
Bank, or between two Arab 
towns and acting as a barrier, or 
near a population center. 


THE LAND 


Over 4000 dunums of land 
were confiscated froin Palestin- 
ian villages for the lastest surge 
vt israeli colonies. In the case of 
Emannei settlement, Gush Emu- 
nim settlers, backed up by bor- 
der guards. have prevented Deir 
Istia villages from cultivating 


“or even walking” on their land 
near the newly established co- 
lony but outside of the settle- 
ment’s fence. 


In the Bir Zeit area, land- 
owners have taken their Jor. 
danian tax records to court to 
document thei. ownership of the 
land confiscated for He’atarah 
settlement. Their lawyer, Felicia 
Langer, is still awaiting a deci- 
sion from the Israeli authorities. 
In similar land cases, tax records 
have not been considered suffic. 
ient proof by {Israeli courts. 


The Jerusalem Post re. 
ported Devember 23 that resi- 
dents of Beit Amin, a village in 
the Qalqilya area, “claim that 
Arad middlemen forged docu- 
ments and illegally the transferred 
of their property to an Israeli 
land-holding company.” 


Abdullah Audi Yusuf szid 
27 dunums of land which neigh- 
bours his was sold to land dealer 
Ahmed Oude who transfered it 
to an Israeli company. But. 
Yusuf charges, Oude forged 
some of the documents to in- 
clude 90 dunums of his olive 
groves in the land. Israeli border 
guards now prvent Yusut from 
entering his land. 
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Along the  I[sraelj-built 
‘trans-Samaria’ highway, which 
runs from Kufr Qassem across 
the West Bank, there are a num- 
ber of private housing develop. 
ment projects. Large billboards 
offer $ 16.000 villas at $ 4.000 
down payment; the number 
given is for Elon Moreh settle. 
ment in the Nablus area (yet 
with a Tel Aviv exchange num. 
ber). Itzkhan Company has 
opened a ‘Build Your Own 
Home’ project in El Kana near 
the village of Beit Amin and 
Harris. 

G. B. Assets Corporation, 
owned 5: Messrs. Gideon Yefet, 
Nuri Abde-al Hai and Benyamin 
Salor (head of the private police 
force, ‘Hevrat Sheirutei Hashom- 
rim’) purchased severa] nundred 
dunums byond the Creen Line 
between Kufr Qassim and the 
settlement of El Kana. The cor- 
poration will offer the land 
for sale in line with the ‘Build 
your own home’ program at 
US $ 4.100 per dunum. 


Mr. Salor said that the 
land was duly bought from its 
owner. He refused to reveal the 
original price of the land. Ac. 
cording to him the land has not 
yet been divided, building per- 
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mits have not yet been obtained 
and official contact with the 
Shomron settlements’ regional 
council have not been initiated. 
The land is located on a hill 
several kilometers from Petah- 
Tikva 


There are several jand- 
entrepreneurial companies pre. 
sently operating in the West 
Bank. The most active is ‘Judea 
and Samaria’ (‘Yosh’) owned by 
the contractor Erlich. The var- 
ious companies are competing 
with Gush Emunim for land fit 
for construction. 

A group said to be affiliat- 
ed with Israeli Minister of Health 
Eliezer Shostak (Histadrut 
Ovdim Leumit — National Wor- 
kers’ Union) established their 
secoad of six colonies, Decem- 
ber 22, called Samur. The site on 
the NablusJenin road is a half- 
way house for settlers. A former 
police station, it once housed a 
Gush Emunim group before 
these colonialists moved to bet- 
ter quarters at Mevo Dotain 
settlement. The World Zionist 
Organization explained to the 
Jerusalem Post that the site did 
not have enough ‘state land’ sc 
the group will eventually move 
on {to another area as weil. 
Salor (head of the private police 
for. , ‘Hevrat Sheirutei Hashom- 
rim’) purchased several hundred 
dunums byond the Green Line 
between Kufr Qassim and the 
settlement of El Kara. The cor- 
poration will offer the land 
for sale in line with the ‘Build 
your own home’ program at 
US $ 4,100 per dunum. 


Mr. Salor said that the 
land was duly bought from its 
owner. He refused to reveai the 
original price of the land. Ac 
cording to him the land has not 
yet been divided, building per. 
mits have not vet been obtained 
and official contact with tne 
Shomron settlements’ regional 
council have not been initiated. 
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The land is located on a hill 
several kilometers from Petah- 
Tikva 


There are several land- 
entrepreneurial companies pre- 
sently operating in the West 
Bank. The most active is ‘Judea 
and Samaria’ (‘Yosh’) owned by 
the contractor Erlich. The var- 
ious companies are competing 
with Gush Emunim for land fit 
for construction. 

A group said to be affiliat- 
ed with Israeli Minister of Health 
Eliezer Shostak ( Histadrut 
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Ovdim Leumit — National Wor. 
kers’ Union) established their 
second of six colonies, Decem. 
ber 22, called Samur. The site on 
the Nablus-Jenin road is a half- 
way house for settlers. \ former 
police station, it once housed a 
Gush Emunim group before 
these colonialists moved to bet- 
ter quarters at \levo Dotain 
settlement. The World Zionist 
Organization explained to the 
Jerusalem Post that the site did 
not nave enough ‘state iand’ sc 
the group will eventually move 


on to another area as weil. 

















JERUSALEM AREA DEVELOPMENT PLAN DISCUSSED 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 1 Feb 82 pl 


{Article by David Richardson] 


[Text ] 


The West Bank military govern- 
ment has drawn up a new master 
plan for the area surrounding 
Jerusalem which details zoning and 
building limitations from Ramallah 
in the north to the Bethlehem area 
in the south. 

A senior official inthe West Bank 
civil administration said last night 
that the master plan had already 
Seen approved by the Judea and 
Samaria Supreme Planning Council, 
and would be available for public 
scrutiny in five or six days, once a 
translation from Hebrew into 
Arabic has been completed. 

The master plan has been drafted 
to replace a plan inherited from the 
Pritish Mandate and known as RG- 
5 which had become obsolete with 
the rapid pace of building and 
development in the area. 

“The plan takes into considera- 
tion existing Jewish settlements, but 
has nothing to do with other settle- 
ment plans or with the plans drawn 


up by the Housing Ministry.” the’ 


official said 

A map based on the master pian 
has been hanging in the offices cf 
the Ramallah District Planning Of- 
fice for the past few weeks, and has 
seul mppies of panic through iocal 
municipal officials. Accord:ag. to 
the East Jerusaiem daily Al-Fajr 
which published some details of the 





plan yesterday, the planning area 


stretches from Ein Yabrud, sorth of 
Ramallah, to Beit Fajar. south of 
Bethiehem. 

According to the nev-spaper. the 
map designates “special areas,” 
particularly near Bethieherm, and 
speculates that these are intended 
for future settlemenis. The civ: ad- 
ministration officcal said ‘ast nighi: 
“We don't have. money io pay the 


‘architects to rdan for such 2 vast 


area,” and reiterated that the 
master plar, was concértied only 
with planeing of the land reserve 
immediately surrounding 
Jerusale:n. 


The master plan very clearly 
prescribes the boundaries of ex- 
isting villages and suburbs and 
resiricts Suilding on agricultural 
laad to one house on a parcel in or- 
cer to preserve the character of the 
area. Areas inside villages and 
towtis nave been reserved for public 
buildings and development. 


The master pian also includes 
Geiaiis of projected roads such as 
one to link western Jerusaiem, from 
the Romema area, throegh Beit 
Safafa, co the northeastern pari of 
the city. Another major artery is en- 
viSagec to link Jerusalem to Hebron 
via Sethiehem 


Mearwhile villagers fom. Ein 
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Sur:k in the Ramailah district con- 
tinue to complain of activities bv 
surveyors afd contractors who they 
claim have now fenced in more than 
4 thousand dunams of iand whica 
they say is theirs. Ein Surik, which 
lies close to the Green Line. faves 
the projected suburb of Radar Hill 
which is to be built on the eastern 
slopes of the hills behind Ma‘aleh 
Hahamisha and Kiryat Anavim is 
the Jerusalem corndor. 


Initial plans cai! for 250 cottage, 
to be built 200 metres over the 
Green Line. The first settlers will in- 
clude a group of regular army of- 
ficers who initiated the project and 
secured for the suburb al! the finan- 
cial support and tax advantages of a 
settlement in the territories. The 
Housing Ministry has plans to in- 


crease the suburb by another 806 
units. 


Last week contractors and sur 
veyors began fencing in the land 
and reportedly clashed with the 
villagers who have tried to prevent 
their work from continuing. 

Opp-sition to the new suburb has 
some not only from the Arab 
villages, but also from the kibbutz 
members, particularly from 
Ma‘aieh Hahamisha, wko object to 
what they see as an urban settle- 
ment in their backyard. 











ISRAEL 


JERUSALEM ARABS PROTEST CONSTRUCTION PLANS 


Jerusalem AL-FAJR in English 22-28 Jan 82 p 3 


(Text) A group of Palestinian families in the suburbs of Jerusalem are planning 
to file an official objection to an Israeli settlement construction plan. The 
families, who live on the Hizma-Beit Hanina road, are objecting to plans to build 
for 47,000 settlers around their houses. 


The Israeli plans were revealed when map 3058 was officially presented by the Jeru- 
salem municipality two weeks age. The plan outlines settlement Pisgat Tal which 
will be located to the south of the present Neve Yaacov settlement. 


Mohammad Burkan, who has already lost one home in the Old City, as have his broth- 
ers, father and their families and two other neighbours, is coordinating opposi- 
tion to the settlement. 


"I will not allow them to do again what they did to me in the Old City," Mohammad 
Burkan told Al Fajr, "I plan to use all legal methods and to organize a publicity 
campaign against this settlement plan." 


Mohammad Burkan became internationally known during his long fight against evic- 
tion from Jerusalem's Old City. He was the last Palestinian to be evicted from 
the Jewish Quarter by force on October l, 1977. 


According to the new Israeli plan, Burkan and his neighbours’ homes will be encir- 
cled by three major roads leaving them no access to their houses. One of the 
roads will be two meters below ground level — thus leaving the homes on an island. 


The Israeli ministry of the finance took 4,400 dunums of Palestinian land for Pis- 
gat Tal, February 10, 1980. 


CsO: 4400/137 
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LAND SALES INCREASE ON WEST BANK 


Jerusalem AL-FAJR in English 22-28 Jan 82 p 4 


ISRAEL 


[Article by Amos Levav translated and edited from Ma‘ariv] 


[Text] 


“Jews have been buying 
whatever can, be had. Tens if not 
hundreds have already paid for- 
tunes for slips of paper.” 


There ig no debate as to 
the extent of the phenomenon. 
Over the past year the ‘Jews 
have discovered ‘Judea . and 
Samaria’ and especially Samaria. 
The debate centers on the after- 
math of this phenomenon. “This 
ie salvation of the land. Every 
land salvation has_ its after- 
math. Not everything is being 
carried out publicly ... It is 
the national interest.” This is 
the argument of the Israel Land 
Authority. 


“Many good innocent 
Jews are being led into a trap. 
They are being cheated,” say the 
land dealers. 


“Everything began after 
the decision of the government 
in September 1979 to let Israeli 
citizens purchase lands in Judea 
and Samaria,” says one dealer. 
“Negative elements then came 
on the scene, especially specula- 
tors. It is a veritable gold- 
rush. The price of land in 
‘Samaria’ has gone up four times 
in the past year.” 


»~ «ond are. ihe buyers? 


“Who aren’t? Many newly- 
wed couples, many ex-service- 
men, It is their opportunity to 
find shelter. In their view, itis a 
good buy on two counts. First 
the value of the assets has been 
increasing by the day and if they 
have to abandon ,the area they 
will receive handsome repara- 
tions.” 


The wide expanses of 
‘Samaria’ are not registered in 
the land-registry (Tabu), and 
that makes the process of land 
purchasing in the area long and 
complicated... 


A person interested in a 
plot of land receives from the 


seller a registration document 


which can be had at the proper-' 


ty-tax bureau in the particular 
district. Reading the document 
the buyer will discover that the 
land is registered under the name 
of the buyer’s father. The buyer 
must, therefore, obtain both an 
inheritance writ as well as a 
power of attorney from the 
inheritors (usually there are 
6-10 inheritors). 


Documents in hand, the 
buyer must draw the map of the 
plot. He must obtain the signa- 
tures of all the neighbors who 
own land bordering on the plot 
he wished to buy, on the map. 
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The signatures are testimony to 
the effect that the seller is the 
owner of the plot or its rightful 
inheritor. The map must also, 
be signed by the village mukhfar. 


But that is not the end of 
the process. The buyer must: 
obtain affidavits from village 
notables and the mukhtars testi- 
fying to the validity of the map, 
the boundaries of the plot and 
‘the legality of the process by 
which the land reacked the 
buyer, 


All these documents must 
be accompanied by a purchasing 
‘agreement and a powcr of at- 
tomney: from seller to buyer. All 
‘the documents must be submitt- 
ed in ‘six copies to the land- 
registry bureau in the district. 
Some of the documents are 
transferreu into the hands of the 
officer-in-charge at the military 
governorate, others find their 
way to the officer-in-charge of 
land surveying to the officer-in- 
charge of legal affairs and the 
central land-registry bureau in 
Ramallah. 


These offices carry out 
investigations into the validity of 
the map and the documents. If 
the . investigation discovers no 
difficulties the  land-registry 





bureau publishes a notification 
of the land deal in an Arab news- 
paper and displays a copy on the 
billboard of the village-council 
in the village, within the boun- 
daries of which the land is locat- 
ed. 





“This is not correct. Most 
land deals are published in the 
Israeli government-owned Arabic 
paper Al Anba thus not seen by 
many Palestinians. Furthermore, 
as most small villages in the West 
Bank do not have councils, there 
is no ‘council noticeboard.’ In 
such cases a mukhtar is inform- 
ed. He may or may not under- 
stand or communicate the in- 
formation to those effected by 
deals - eds). 





Two weeks after the publi- 
cation, if there are no objec- 
tions, land-registry officials and 
surveyors tour the plot. The doc- 
umentary material, along with 
all the various permits, is trans- 
ferred to a special land-registry 
person. The committee once 
again reviews the material and 
issues a registration document in 
the property-tax office. 


This process takes at least 
six months. At the end the land 
belongs to the buyer. If he 
wishes to build on it, he must 
submit construction plans to 
the Supreme Planning Council of 
the Governorate and he must 
join to the plan a transaction 
permit from the military com- 
mand of ‘Judea and Samaria.’ 


‘Whoever takes any step 
before obtaining all these doc- 
uments is risking his _invest- 
ment,” warns the dealer, 


And have many done 
that? 


“In my estimate, thou- 
sands of Jews have already risk- 
ed their money,” says the dealer. 
“They may think that they car- 


ried through the deal of their 
lives. But when they come to 
realize it they will find out that 
all they have is a slip of paper.” 


The immense profits culled 


in the rugged lands of ‘Samaria’ 


have been attracting not only 
middlemen and entrepeneurs but 
also high-ranking officer in the 
Israeli Army and officials in the 
Israel Land Authority, who have 
abandoned their positions for 
the opportunity tq take a 
fortune, using the contacts they 
had established while still in 
office. One of these is Coionel 
Yehosua Bar-Tikva who was the 
military governor of Tulkarm. 
He was “‘lent-out’ so to speak, to 
the Israel Land Authority which 
employed him as a land buyer 
under a special contract, but did 
not renew the contract. “Today 
1 am back in civilian life and 
busy buying lands in “Samaria, ’ 
he admitted. 


Another one of theses is 


Colonel (Reserves) Yaakov 
Eknin, the former manager of 


the Land Authority, who began 
to work for RascO company 
buying lands, especially in ‘Sa- 
maria.’ The Land Authority is 
presently investigating whether 
its activities have béen in ac- 
cordance with the service-rules 
of civil servants. Despite repeat- 
ed attempts to contact him, Ya- 
akov Veknin did not answer the 
telephone calls of the 4 aariv 
correspondent, who had to settle 
for the respanse of Motti Tajer, 
the Director in Chief of MBA 
(the mother-company of Rasco): 
“Yaakov Eknin works as 4 land 
purchaser for Rasco. Among 
other places — also in ‘Samaria,’ 
he said. 


Tajer formerly served, as 
an aide to the Minister of 
Agriculture Ariel Sharon, who 
was also the Chairman of the 
Ministers’ Committee for Set- 
tlement Affairs. In that capacity, 
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Tajer used to tour Judea and Sa- 
maria and now he Says, “‘It is un- 
believable! It is simply un- 
believable what is presently 
happening in ‘Samaria.’ Neither 
Arik nor myself ever imagined 
that ‘Samaria’ will be settled by 
such masses. We thought only 
idealists would move there. Un- 
believable!” Veknin was also 
Sharon’s man and received his 
appointment from him but later 
lost Shuron’s favor and was 
forced to resign. 


. 4 aaviv have the name 
of another person, from the 
Shin Bet who is also involved 
in a land-purchasing affair near 
Karnein Shomron settlement. It 
was revealed that following this 
affair and the end of the service 
of Colonel Bar-Tikva, an order 
was issued that military personel 
and Shin Bet officials refrain 
from ‘involvement in land deals 


in ‘Judea and Samaria.’ 


The drive for land purchas- 
ing in ‘Judea and Samaria’ was 
received in Gush Emunim circles 
with anxiety. They feared the 
penetration of negative elements 
and speculators and the spirall- 
ing rise in the price of land 
brought about in the wake of 


_ this penetration. They therefore 


set up the “Land of Israel Fund 


: for the Salvation of the Land.” 


“Dealers, buying lands, in 


order to sell them to Jews and 
‘rake profits,” explained § one 
of the Fund’s directors, Beni 


Katzover, “causes the value of 
the land to rise. Demand is very 
high. That has its positive side 
in that more and more lands 
are being transferred into the ha 
hands of Jews. But to our dis- 
may, the world of land-com- 
merce is a dirty world. People 
have been contacting us, ex- 
pressing interest and I’ve been 
saying to them: “Sorry, I do: ’t 


know, I have no information.” 





I direct them to the Land Author. 
ity, But the Authority, with all” 
its care and control, occasionally 
falis into traps.” 


The fund was established 
three months ago, “in order to 
try and set up a trustworthy ad- 
dress for iand purchasing,” in 
the words of Beni Katzovar. The 
money is collected by the fund 
from actual buyers. “We take 
care in the promises we make to 
people. If the deals do not come 
through, the money is returned, 
dollar-linked. The fund was not 
created for profit making.” 


Have you published adver- 
tisements in the newspapers? 


“We have had no need for 
publicity. We were immediately 
flooded with interested per- 
sons,” says Katzover. 


5 
How do you explain this 
phenomenon? 


“First, Jews by nature 
desire a plot of land. Secondly, 
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‘it is a purchase which retains its | 


value. Thirdly, a large propora- 
tion of the inhabitants of the 
country view ‘Samaria’ as the. 
land of the future for the State 
of Israel,” replies Beni Katzover. 


The prices of land vary, 
these days according to the loca-' 
tion proximity to the Green. 
Line enhances the value of plots 
ranging between US $ 1000 to 


, 2000 a dunum.) Payment is: 


made in cash, in Jordanian: 
Dinars or in dollars. Shekels are 
rejected. Cheques are sneered at. 


At present the Gush Emu- 
nim Fund is a laughing-stock for: 
the land dealers. “They haven't: 
been able to purchase anything,” 
they say mockingly. Maybe the 
reason is the naivete of the 
Gush Emunim members? Their 
desire to be honest in the ugly 
world of lies and bribery? (There 
never has been and there never 
will be a mukhtar who will be, 
prepared to sign the map with- 
out first receiving bribes,” 
shamelessly say the land dealers).: 











ISRAEL 


NEW WEST BANK ROAD 
Jerusalem AL-FAJR in English 22-28 Jan 82 p 3 


[Text] A new road connecting the new development areas in the settlement of Maa- 
leh Adumim with the French Hill and the Hebrew University Campus on Mt. Scopus in 
North Jerusalem is now under construction. The road will facilitate transporta- 
tion for Israeli settlers and soldiers between the Jordan Valley and Jerusalem and 
“will bypass the Arab villages," according to the Hebrew daily Al Hamishmar. 


Settlers will set up housing in two new settlements in the Jericho area in the 
next few days--Mul-Nevoh, southeast of Jericho, and Naama, north of the city. 

They will also move into other settlements established in the past year in the 
area in order to colonize the Jericho region which under the Alon Plan was prohib- 
ited from being settled. 


CSO: 4400/137 
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BRIEFS 


WHEAT DROUGHT LOSSES=--Tel Aviv~--A reported 55,000 dunams planted with wheat in the 
Negev have been plowed under because of the current drought, the director-general 
of the Agriculture Ministry, Meir Ben-Meir, told newsmen yesterday. He said t!.at 
even if it rains heavily from now until the end of the season, the remaining wheat 
and grain areas will yield smaller than hoped for crops. He predicted thet this 
year over 50 per cent of needed wheat will have to be imported from the U.S. 

Shmuel Kantor, the recently appointed deputy director-general and chief engineer 
of Mekorot, the national water company, said the continuing drought is worrying 
water officials of the country and not only the farmers. He pointed out that Meko- 
rot is now pumping water to the Negev in nearly the same quantities as during the 
summer. Also because of lack of rain, the company cannot carry out plans to pump 
surplus waters back into the earth to replenish the falling water table. The Agri- 
culture Ministry will soon hold talks with farmers on compensation for losses 
caused by the drought. [Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 14 Jan 82 p 6) 


WATER RATIONING--Tel Aviv--The drought has already caused so much unseasonal irri- 
gation that officials of the Mekorot national water company are starting to fear 
that 1982 will be "one long summer"--something they say Israel's water resources 
simply cannot afford. Mordechai Yacobovitch, Mekorot spokesman, told The Jerusalem 
Post yesterday that in certain parts of the south farmers are already irrigating 
their crops. He expressed concern that if more farmers start irrigating in the 
middle of the winter, there will be a need to cut down on s-mmer crops for lack of 
water. The Agriculture Ministry's drought committee is continuing to investigate 
the extent of the drought. Ministry spokesman Naphtali Yaniv pointed out that the 
ministry will officially declare a drought only around May. What seems nearly sure 
already is that several hundred thousand dunams out of about one million dunams of 
winter crops are ruined. The exact figure will be known in a month. The water 
commission, which gives water to the farmers on a quota basis, has not yet decided 
whether to increase the quota to the farmers because of the drought. Unofficially, 
a water commission spokesman told The Post that there is "no inclination" to en- 
large the quotas. "Because of the drought, we must keep the farmers on water ra- 
tions," the spokesman said. "Next winter might be as bad as this year, and we 
must leave enough water for a second bad year." [Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in 
English 21 Jan 82 p 1] 


SINAI EVACUEES MOVE TO NEW MOSHAV--Yamit--Evacuees from Moshav Netiv Ha'asara in 
the Rafiah Salient yesterday laid the cornerstone of their new moshav, Netiv Ha'- 
asara Bet, near Kibbutz Zikim, south of Ashkelon. During the first stage, the 


( 
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settlers will live in storehouses converted into temporary housing. Each settler 
is receiving IS200,000 from the Agriculture Ministry for this purpose. The mo- 
shav's permanent houses, which will be paid for by each individual settler out of 
his compensation payments, should be completed within two years. This is the fifth 
moshav set up on the private initiative of the Rafiah evacuees. Like the other 
four, the settlers themselves are sharing the costs of installing the infrastruc- 
ture (roads, electric lines, water mains, etc.), rather than seeking such financ- 
ing from the state. Both the ministry and the Jewish Agency settlement department 
claim that the five moshavim will adversely affect the long-range plans for the 
areas in which they are built. (The other four moshavim ave located near Kibbutz 
Magen in the Besor region, near the Erez roadblock, and two--Moshav Dekel and Mo- 
shav Talmei Yosef--are in Pithat Shalom.) Some 300 out of the 500 families in Ya- 
mit asked the Jewish Agency for permission to relocate inMoshav Dekel, but only 36 
applicants were accepted. Other private initiatives by Yamit-area evacuees to set 
up moshavim in the Negev and Galilee have not received support from the ministry. 
[Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 26 Jan 82 p 2] 


CSO: 4400/1138 
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KUWAIT 


DAILY CALLS FOR GCC ROLE IN ARAB AFFAIRS 
GF110725 Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 9 Feb 82 p 1 


[Editorial by Editor in Chief Ahmad al-Jar Allah: "It Is Time the Gulf Countries 
Imposed Their Will] 


[Text] The countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council [GCC] alone have so far 
paid for any Arab extravagance or political maladministration by some of the 
other Arab states. 


For instance, the GCC states are requested to pay the confrontation states, the 
Palestinian revolution and the Arab military presence in Lebanon. The GCC states 
are also expected to condemn the United States, Britain, France and all the 
countries of the world whenever an Arab state disagrees with these countries. 
When Algeria or Syria are angry with the United States or Britain the Gulf 
countries are expected to withdraw their accounts from U.S. banks, halt trading 
with the United States and so forth. On the other hand, when we are angry with 
the Soviets because of their invasion of Afghanistan, a Muslim country, we are 
expected to pursue a policy of self-restraint and temperance because the Soviet 
Union is supposedly a peace-loving friend of the Arabs and we, therefore, cannot 
lose. 


In reality the Gulf and Arabian peninsula states have become the states of real 
influence in the Arab question. This fact calls on the Gulf group to establish 
itself effectively. The Arab world needs a unified ideology whether to restore 
Palestinian rights or to implement balanced international policies. Hence, the 
Bahrain conference and its open dialogue is a matter that should bypass diagnosis 
to implementation. 


Before we submit to different requests there is absolutely nothing to prevent us 
from questioning these Arab contradictions. For instance, what is the purpose 
of the support of some Arab regimes for Iran when it has been established that 
Iran receives aid from Israel to fight against the Arab state Iraq? Iraq has 
repeatedly expressed its desire for peace and for an end to the war to the extent 
that this desire has been interpreted by the Iranians in only one way: Iraq is 
in desperate military straits, which is not true of course. 
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The Arab arena is full of contradictions, for which we in the region are paying 

the price. We are being asked to close our markets to the Americans and Westerners 
and to open them to the Soviets and Eastern bloc countries although the latter 

is known for its calculations concerning international balance, which the United 
States is part of. 


The Gulf and Arabian peninsula countries must exercise their will. Over a period 
of 30 years, Arab interests have been ridiculously undermined. After such a 


long period of time, Arabs should know for sure which regimes have been faithful 
to the national Arab causes. 


CsO: 4404/278 
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KUWAIT 


BRIEFS 


LOANS TO FOREIGN PROJECTS--The Kuwaiti Fund for Arab Economic Development [KFAED] 
yesterday granted a loan of 8.2 million Kuwait dinars to Oman to finance the 
(al-Rasil) cement factory in the Sultanate. The loan will be repaid over 1/7 
years with a grace period of 3 years. KFAED granted the federal and Islamic 
Republic of Comoro a loan of 3 million Kuwaiti dinars to finance a port project. 
The period of the loan is 40 years including a grace period of 10 years. KFAED 
also granted Mauritius a loan of 4 million Kuwaiti dinars to finance a water 
project. The period of the loan is 40 years with a 4-year grace period. KFAED 
also granted Mozambique a loan of 4.5 million dinars for 26 years with a grace 
period of 6 years. [GF210440 Kuwait AL-ANBA' in Arabic 19 Feb 82 p 7) 


cso: 4404/278 
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LEBANON 


WALID JUNBLAT ON UPCOMING ELECTIONS, SECURITY SITUATION 


Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 253, 26 Dec 81 pp 36-39 


[Interview with Walid Junblat in Beirut by Ghassan Bayram; date not specified] 


[Text] "I do not intend to reassure people; on the contrary, 
with a sense of deep responsibilty, I want to warn them to 
get ready for a difficult period, one in which the situation 
may explode anew and the fighting resume. Our friend Bashir 
al-Jummayil plans to reignite the situation." 


With these words, Walid Junblat, the socialist leader and head 
of the National Movement, attempted to sum up the explosive 
political and security situation in Lebanon. The new year 
1982, as he sees it, will witness not only the struggle of 
presidential elections but will usher in a variety of dangerous 
developments which may decide the future of Lebanon as a nation, 
a people and a state. 


This is not exaggeration on our part, but an attempt to portray 
the troubled situation in the Lebanese capital and the country ~* 
at large. The important question is whether the tensions and 
threats of explosion that pervade the 8-year-old crisis are just 
a war of nerves or the first step toward open conflict. With 
these speculations in mind, we went to interview Mr Walid 
Junblat, head of the Progressive Socialist Party and leader of 
the Lebanese National Movement. 


[Question] 


As we bid 1981 farewell and welcome the new year, we do not see rea- 


son for optimism with regard to the situation in Lebanon. Do you share this view 
or do you have a different perspective? 


[Answer ] 


In saying farewell to 1981 and welcoming 1982 we are entering a new 


era. The past year brought no solutions to the political situation. There 

are no signs that things will get better. On the contrary, I believe 1982 will 
be a decisive year and could determine the future of Lebanon. There is the pos- 
sibility of dangerous, bloody developments. 


[Question] 
violence? 


Are you referring, as is being rumored, to the possibility of new 
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[Answer] Violent eruptions have been on the increase lately, particularly in 
the nationalist zone during the past year, in Beirut and Tripoli. The Phalan- 
gists may take direct action this time. Their military spokesman, Bashir al- 
Jumayyil, claims that the Phalangists have put forward an initiative, but the 
initiative is tied to conditions. These include: departure of the Syrian 
forces, review of the Palestinian presence [in Lebanon], and cthers. Further, 
more, Bashir al-Jumayyil has laid down his criteria for an acceptable presi- 
dential candidate, and these criteria appear to be met only by himself. I am 
convinced, therefore, that our friend Bashir is determined to pull the fuse. 


[Question] Do you consider the initiative "explosive" merely because it is 
tied to the conditions and criteria, or because you view these conditions as a 
cover for other things? 


[Answer] What other things? The other thing is that Bashir al-Jumayyil uses 
political language that appears to have some flexibility, but the substance of 
the Phalangist policy has not changed. On the contrary, it has hardened. In- 
stability and anarchy may turn out to their advantage. They could exploit the 
troubled atmosphere to push their initiative through, or to portray it to the 
nationalist and Muslim front as a peaceful, adequate political solution. 


[Question] If we take the situation at face value, Shaykh Bashir al-Jumayyil 
announced that he had a particular initiative to put forward for consideration, 
and you immediately labeled it "explosive." Why did you not respond with an 
initiative of your own in order to create an atmosphere conducive to dialogue? 


[Answer] We think that an appropriate atmosphere for dialogue will soon develop 
in Lebanon. This assessment is based on the fact that the underlying princi- 
ples which gave rise to the Phalangist Party in 1975 have not changed. The 
partition of Lebanon has been accomplished. The objective of the Phalangist 
ministate is to create other ministates in the Arab world. Phalangist ties to 
Israel have been secured firmly. The Phalangists have gained absolute control 
over their region. What they seek now is to expand their control to other 
regions. It is the same old Phalangists, with Bashir al-Jumayyil at the helm. 
Nothing has changed. 


[Question] Do you have any evidence for these allegations? 


[Answer] I can only reaffirm that the 1975 principles on which the Phalangist 
Party based itself have not changed. The only perceptible change has been the 
creation of a few new alliances. The substance of the Phalangist policy has not 
changed. The Phalangist Party is still a sectarian party. 


[Question] An official claims that the deteriorating situation in Lebanon-- 
having progressed from a demand for partition to a condition of near total frag- 
mentation--makes the proponents of partition appear as unifiers. What have you 
done to halt this deterioration? 


[Answer] Only a part of the responsibility rests with the National Movement. 


The other part rests elsewhere. The Arab and international situations are sub- 
ject to change. The partition scheme is an old one; it is an Israeli scheme. 
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The Western countries may give it their blessing in the near future or in the 
next few years. The United States may do so. The partition proposal could be- 
come a reality. Our only initiative is to focus on strengthening the National 
Movement militarily and politically in all regions, and we may even have to 
wrest authority from some of our allies in the process. This is an inescapable 
national necessity. This is our current initiative. The political initiative 
of the National Movement is well known. I do not wish to go into its numerous 
details. 


[Question] Since you believe that Lebanon has yet to emerge from the 1975 war, 
what, in your opinion, is the basis on which the president and the government 
premise their call for dialogue and compromise? 


[Answer] When did the president issue such a call? 


[Question] He met with you, for example, and witli. other leaders. He put for- 
ward a number of compromise solutions. 


[Answer] The president made a number of moves, beginning with the Bayt ai-Din 
conference and terminating with his most recent consultations. But there was 
always the National Movement's condition that the Phalangist Party sever its 
relations with Israel. The Phalangists refused and will continue to refuse. 
Why, after all, should they accept? Israel is a strategic ally with the same 
sectarian and political ambitions. Why should they sever their ties? To please 
us? There is no basis for dialogue or for compromise in the near future. 


[Question] But several Arab countries--members of the Follow-up Committee--have 
testified that relations [of the Phalangist Party with Israel] have been severed 
and that the Phalangist proposal was adequate for that purpose. Arab diplomats 
speak as though this problem has already been disposed of. 


[Answer] May those Arabs forgive me, but they are in no position to pressure 
Bashir al-Jumayyil or, therefore, Israel. So no matter how hard they try to 
assure us that the Phalangists will sever their relations or that what they 
have done so far is adequate, I will not believe then. 


[Question] You are saying, in effect, that the failure of the Coast Surveil- 
lance Committee indicates that relations are continuing? 


[Answer] At any rate, Bashir al-Jumayyil never consented to the creation of 
this committee. Is that not so? He made that clear in his most recent announce- 
ment when ie claimed that it was not possible to form such a committee. 


[Questicp But he was referring to the fact that such a committee would be 
inadequat.. to the extent that land contact would not cease. 


[Answer] Bashir al-Jumayyil's condition [that a way be found to stop land con- 
tact prior to consenting to the creation of a Coast Surveillance Committee] is 
just a tactic to derail the entire affair. He knows very well that certain 

land contact points cannot be sealed off. Access to southern Lebanon and othe: 
parts of the country is needed to reinforce the resistance movement against Israel. 
Bashir al-Jumayyil, therefore, will not sever relations with Israel, not unless 
someone compels him to. 
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[Question] We are approaching the presidential election battle, and the coming 
days will have a momentous influence on the future destiny of the country. As 
a political and national leader, what are you doing to prepare for this battle? 


[Answer] The presidential contest, as such, is not important to the National 
Movement. What is important is that there be a normal, democratic transition, 
one that insures the survival of a legal authority, a sovereign Lebanon, a 
Lebanon recognized internationally. The appearance of a new president is not 
important; what is vital is that there be a radical change in the political 
structure of the country. We look for a president who will maintain a minimal 
level of moderation and who will have a realistic perception of -he situation 
in Lebanon. 


[Question] In the present circumstances, do you expect a normal transition, 
or do you foresee any dangers? 


[Answer] Bashir al-Jumayyil's initiative involves conditions that cannot be 
met. It is aimed at foiling a normal, democratic transfer of power in the com- 
ing presidential elections. Al-Jumayyil is telling us in essence that these are 
his conditions and we are free to take them or leave them. If we do not accept 
them, he is ready to disrupt the elections or to elect a new president for his 
region. That, of course, means Bashir al-Jumayyil. 


[Question] Of late there have been frequent and serious suggestions to renew 
Mr Ilyas Sarkis’ term of office. What are your views on this point? 


[Answer] The election of a new president is in many ways an extension of the 
current situation. That is not really a problem. At any rate, we will tackle 
that issue if and when it arises. 


[Question] It is rumored that the Phalangists have given their word to support 
an extension of the president's term of office. It is also rumored that the 
American envoy, Mr Phillip Habib, has discussed this point with you and has 
raised the possibility of amending the constitution to legalize such a move. 


[Answer] At our meeting with Mr Phillip Habib he concentrated his remarks on 
the need to effect a ceasefire. We informed Mr Habib that while we too wanted 
a ceasefire the decision did not depend on us alone. There were, we said, Arab 
and international factors to be considered, as weli as Israel and Bashir al- 
Jumayyil. Mr Habib pointed to the dangerous situation in southern Lebanon and 
to the Palestinian arms in that area. We responded that that issue had to do 
with American policy and the PLO. As long as the United States refuses to 
recognize the PLO, we told him, it had no right to hold the PLO accountable for 
the security of that region. 


Phillip Habib then turned to the [Lebanese] Army. We told him that we were 
opposed to the army and its leadership. We explained that the army was neither 
reasonable nor acceptable. We spoke at length about that and about the need for 
serious political reform as the only means to end the Lebanese crisis. To the 
best of my knowledge, that was all we talked about. 
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Question] It seems clear from what you tell me that the mission of the American 
envoy is to continue to freeze the current situation rather than to put forward 
a new initiative. 


[Answer] Why are we so intent on finding a solution, especially an American 
solution? Why? Current American policy will not result in a just solution to 
the Middle East or Lebanese problems. Phillip Habib may be interested in main- 
taining the status quo for now, but he will not hestiate to ignite the situation 
when that serves American interests. What happened in 1975 and 1976 could be 
repeated. America triggered that explosion in the hope that it would bring 
about a particular solution. Since the solution America wanted did not mater- 
ialize, it might trigger a new explosion in order to bring about a new settle- 
ment. 


[Question] It could be inferred from what you say that you expect a renewal of 
violence. What are the chances that fighting will resume in 1982? 


[Answer] With much regret and fully aware of my responsibility for saying this, 
an eruption of one magnitude or other could occur at any moment. It would be a 
serious mistake for the Lebanese people to be lulled into complacency, or to 
expect much from a new president, or to pin their hopes on an American, Chinese 
or Turkish initiative. The Lebanese citizen must be realistic and prepared, I 
regret to say, to face the future. 


[Question] Preparing for a new cycle of violence or renewed fighting requires 
not only military but political planning. We have observed recently that one 
aspect of the political preparations centers on the need to retire this govern- 
ment and to replace it with one that is more responsible to your political ideas. 
What is your attitude toward the Wazzan government? 


[Answer] We have not yet made a final decision on whether to retire the govern- 
ment. We have opposed the government and the policy of President [as published, 
prime minister] Wazzan on certain matters related to the army, regional assis- 
tance programs, and some foreign policy issues, particularly the working paper 
which the government has submitted to the Follow-up Committee. We have not yet, 
however, decided whether to retire the government, because we do not want to get 
involved in something with unpredictable consequences. We could end up with a 
worse government. It is unfortunate that Taqi al-Din al-Solh's proposal failed. 
We would not be faced with this problem if the proposal had succeeded. 


[Question] Can we, then, reassure Prime Minister Shafiq al-Wazzan that he will 
keep his post? 


[Answer] Go ahead and tell Prime Minister al-Wazzan that he can continue to 
enjoy his beautiful carpets and luxurious furniture as long as he wants. He may 
keep his new head of the Municipal Council, the happily remembered Mr Sarduk, 
about whom we know a great deal. It is unfortunate that the interests of Beirut 
are once again being subordinated to narrow election issues, to the detriment of 
the general welfare of the city's population. Shafiq al-Wazzan acts as though 
elections were next week. At any rate, not much can be seen clearly. There 
are clouds on the horizon. 
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{[yuestion] Discussions over the army resemble a debate among the deaf. The 
state declares: "This is the law; this is the army." The prime minister responds: 
"This is a sectarian army." The president enters to contradict the prime min- 
ister. You in the National Movement allege that the army is not balanced, but 

so far you have not offered any suggestions for reform. You have remained nega- 
tive in your criticism, and have not come up with proposals that could form a 
basis for negotiations with the government. 


[Answer] There is a historical mistake on our part and we must admit it as a 
national movement. We failed to give the former proposal the careful study 

is required. We accepted what was offered, although the settlement terms 
turned out to be worse than those of earlier days. That settlement legiti- 
mized the creation of a sectarian army and the establishment of new councils 
such as the M.litary Council, as well as other laws. But that is not what we 
are after. If the National Movement is indeed true to its political objective 
of bringing about a nonsectarian system, it must work toward the creation of a 
nonsectarian army. In this respect, we admit, our stance has been negative. 
We are studying this matter before we present our proposal. 


[Question] Speaking of security in the area under the National Movement's 
control, it appears we are returning to the era of explosions, boobytrapped 
cars and other types of violence. Is what is happening an attempt to show that 
the various alliances of the National Movement are coming apart, to incite the 
public against them and against the resistance movement, or is it the beginning 
of something new? 


[Answer] When the National Movement took hold of its affairs and decided to 
assume gradual responsibility for security [in the zone under its control], 

it stated that it would accept this responsibility only in those areas which 
the Arab Deterrent Force [ADF] would not patrol--certain alleys and narrow 
streets. The ADF is responsible for maintaining strategic security, the secur- 
ity of main roads and principal entry points. For a variety of reasons, or 
possibly for lack of manpower, the ADF would not assume responsibility for the 
security of alleyways. We stepped in and created a joint unit to patrol those 
areas. We accomplished a great deal in cooperation with the ADF. The most 
recent cycle of violence is traceable to the Phalangists directly and to some 
factions within the National Movement. The Palestinians have nothing to do with 
it. Our collision with Amal began when that group refused to coordinate its 
political and other actions with the National Movement. We have since, however, 
met in Damascus and formed a committee composed of Syrian, National Movement and 
Amal representatives. It is essential that we go back to the source to discuss 
what is happening in the isolated areas, the new "ghettos," where Amal is impos- 
ing its will without regard to the National Movement's broad strategy. If this 
situation continues, there will be more violent collisions, for which Amal alone 
will bear responsibility. Of course, what happened in Tripoli, while regret- 
table, is a different subject. Although we reached a settlement there, events 
in the Arab world tend to influence Lebanese affairs. The failure of the Fez 
conference triggered the Tripoli eruption. 


[Question] What happened in Tripoli was triggered bythe failure of the Fez 
conference? 
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[Answer] In some respects, yes; in others, no. 
[Question] And in Beirut? 


[Answer] No. I have already discussed the Beirut developments candidly, and 
I assume responsibility for what I said. 


[Question] One of the marginal issues agreed upon at the Fez conference was to 
reactivate the Arab Follow-up Committee. The Syrians, and Mr ‘Abd al-Halim 
Khaddam in particular, expect the committee to resume its work toward a national 
compromise early next year. President Sarkis, for his party, is looking into 
ways to request the committee to invite the various factions and leaders to a 
conference at the president's residence. What can we look forward to from this 
conference? 


[Answer] We welcome this opportunity. We do not object to the resumption of 
the committee's work. On the contrary, we insist that the committee resume its 
work so the Arab world may remain informed of what is happening in Lebanon. 


As for a compromise proposal, our conditions are known. If there is to be a 
conference at the presfdent's residence, we hope it will not be merely for 
shaking hands, but a first step toward a serious debate over the future of 
Lebanon. 


[Question] Would you respond favorably to such a invitation? 
[Answer] Provided it is spelled out who will attend. This is the major obsta- 
cle. We do not consider Bashir al-Jumayyil the sole representative of the other 


side. He represents one of the many factions. His star is shinimgnow only because 
he has managed to gain military control of his area. 
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SULTAN QABUS INTERVIEWED 
Paris AL-NAHAR AL-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic No 236, 9-15 Nov 81 pp 14-16 
[Interview with Sultan Qabus ibn Sa'id by 'Ali Hashim in Muscat; date not specified] 


[Text] Sultan Qabus ibn Sa'id, Sultan of Oman, denied the presence of American 
forces or any other foreign forces on Omani land. In his reply to the questions 
of AL-NAHAR AL-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI, he confirmed that there was agreement among 
the Gulf states on the contents and the concepts of the Omani working paper on the 
question of security in the region. 


On the eve of the second Gulf Summit meeting, to be held 10 November in Riyadh, the 
sultan stressed that any meeting held between the Gulf leaders, especially when 
held in frankness and with objectivity, is considered an important event. He con- 
sidered the establishment of the tripartite alliance among Libya, South Yemen, and 
Ethiopia as a sign confirming the aggressive intentions and greediness of the 
Soviet Union towards the region. He said that he has continuously supported the 
idea of full cooperation between Egypt and the Arab states. He then expressed his 
support for the proposals for solving the Middle East crisis of Saudi Crown Prince 
Fahad ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz "because they embody his concept for a just and comprehen- 
sive peace settlement." 


On the possibility of exchangirg diplomatic representation between the Arab Gulf 
states and the Eastern Bloc states, he said that such exchanges must adhere to the 
principle of peaceful coexistence, which stipulates good neighborliness and non- 
interference in the internal affairs of others. Finally he expressed the readiness 
of the states of the region to mediate between Iraq and Iran "if the parties of the 
dispute ask for it." 


Following is the text of the questions asked by "AL-NAHAR AL-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI" 
and the Sultan's answers to them: 


Security: /n Indivisible Part. 
[Question] The Arab region, particularly the Gulf, is passing through difficult 


stages. Has the Gulf Cooperation Council [GCC] laid down any plans to protect the 
region and maintain its security? 
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[Answer] Our strategy has always been based on the fact that the security of the 
Gulf is a part indivisible from the whole. According to the words of the Prophet, 
"Moslems are like one body. If one part of it complains, the rest of the body 
responds with vigilence and support." 


We are brethern not only in Islam, but also in neighborliness, in blood, and in 
destiny. We are bound by mutual interests within the framework of sublime Islamic 
faith. There can be no doubt that our viewpoint, as we announced at the first 
summit conference of the GCC in Abu Dhabi, essentially is that the security of the 
region is the top priority in our plans for safeguarding the stability of the 
region and for preserving the prosperity of its people. 


This prompts us to have full coordination among our states, to learn about the 
hidden dangers threatening us directly or indirectly and to take the measures 
necessary to protect our regional sovereignty from interference and greed. 


I can express my full satisfaction for the steps taken in this field during the 
past short period. We should not forget the words of the Arab poet who said, "A 
person with large desires may fial to reach fulfillment." 


The Omani Paper 


[Question] It is reported that the Sultanate of Oman put forward a working paper, 
at the Abu Dhabi summit, concerning the security of the Gulf. Is it possible to 
shed some light on this paper and 0.1 the views of the Su”tanate in respect to Gulf 
security? 


[Answer] At the Abu Dhabi summit conference we took the initiative to present our 
concept of the dangers threatening our region and how to face them. This paper 
was debated at the foreign ministers conference of the GCC states held recently in 
Saudi Arabia. There was an informal agreement on the contents of the paper. At 
this meeting the fraternal states put forward their own ideas and we are still 
trying to form a representative formula. Our ultimate aim does not lie in who 
presents what, but rather in finding a working formula to achieve the objectives 
of the aspired cooperation, which we still consider to be based on the existence 
of a deterrent force. 


The Riyadh Summit 


[Question] Observers state that the Gulf Summit next month in Riyadh is very im- 
portant, because it will determine all aspects of Gulf policy. Is this true? What 
is your majesty's opinion? 


[Answer] If meetings held between brothers are based on frankness and objectivity 
they are always considered important, in view of the fact that they produce precise 
ideas for cooperative collective action. We are accustomed to holding such meetings 
with our brethern in the Gulf. An indication that cooperation between our states 
has realized a qualitative leap is the establishment of the GCC. This in itself 

is considered a great achievement and we endeavour to support it with serious joint 
effort to realize its objectives. 
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The Tripartite Alliance 


[Question] An informal alliance was set up among Libya, Ethiopia and South Yemen. 
What is the opinion of the Sultanate on this? Does the Sultanate consider the new 
alliance as a danger to the region? 


[Answer] I regret to say that our notion of Soviet expansion and its amibitions 
in our region has been proved to be true. The tripartite alliance is only a fresh 
indication confirming the aggressive intentions of the Soviet Union. We, here in 
Oman, have many such proofs which are in the form of Soviet interference, through 
local intermediaries, in the internal affairs of other states. This is a matter 
which we cannot ignore. 


[Question] What is your opinion on the events in Egypt? Could they be considered 
as an indication of reinstatement of relations between Egypt and the other Arab 
states? 


[Answer] Despite our deep regret over the assassination of the late President Anwar 
al-Sadat, we consider what happened in Egypt a matter of Egypt's internal affairs. 
We wish Egy.:t and her people stability and prosperity. We have continuously 
supported the idea of full cooperation between Egypt and the Arab states since such 
cooperation would have a great effect: in rescuing the collective Arab effort from 
destruction and disarray. 


Our eagerness to lay bridges to link all Arab states springs from our eagerness to 
protect the interests of our Arab nation, the division of which would only lead to 
further subordination and the return of our Arab region into foreign spheres of 
influence. This is what we are avoiding. We are doing everything in our power to 
establish a deep-rooted understanding of sovereignty in the civilized sense which 
deals with reality without abandoning principles in the same manner as adopted by 
civilized nations. 


Prince Fahd's Plan 


[Question] You have supported Prince Fahd's plan for a settlement to the Middle 
East crisis. Does the Sultanate consider the plan as an alternative to the Camp 
David agreement? Does the Sultanate's support of the plan mean that it abandons 
support of the Egyptian policy in this regard? 


|Answer] We have supported the proposals of His Highness Prince Fahd ibn ‘Abd 
al-'Aziz for a settlement to the Middle East crisis because we have found that it 
encompasses our notions of a just and comprehensive peace settlement, which is, 
consequently, complementary to all the peace efforts that we believe must be 
adopted to achieve our objectives of finding a comprehensive, just and peaceful 
solution that would put an honorable end to the tragedies and sufferings of the 
Palestinian people. 


Representation with Moscow 
[Question] Kuwait has put forward the idea of establishing relations between the 


Gulf states and the Soviet Union. What is the Sultanate's opinion on the Kuwaiti 
proposal? 
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[Answer] The media has circulated reports of so-called Kuwaiti proposals for ex- 
changing diplomats between the states of the region and the Eastern bloc. However, 
here in Oman we have not been advised officially by our brethern in Kuwait of their 
above-mentioned intentions. However, the Sultanate views all matters in conformity 
with its national sovereignty and its stxategic position, and it adheres to the 
principle of peaceful co-existence which stipulates good neighborliness, non- 
interference in the internal affairs of others, and mutual respect for the sovereign- 
ty of states. I must not forget to mention here that we already have diplomatic 
relations with certain states of the Eastern bloc, namely Rumania which adheres to 
the same principles which we follow in determining our foreign policy. 


[Question] A year ago the Gulf war started between Iran and Iraq. Do the states 
of the region think of taking the initiative to try to end this war? 


[Answer] We regret the continuation of the war all this time between the two 
neighboring Muslim states. We had earlier expressed our regret that Iran did not 
attend the Islamic Conference in al-Ta‘if at the beginning of this year. However, 
we hope that the efforts of the mediation committee emerging from the Islamic 
Conference, and the one emerging from the non-alligned states, will lead to a 
settlement, reinstate rights to their owners and spare Muslim lives. I do not 
think that the GCC states would hesitate in taking the initiative, if the parties 
to the dispute ask them to do so. 


The Consultative Council 


[Question] The setting up of the GCC was an important step in the history of the 
Sultanate. However, it is noted that its authority does not exceed matters con- 
cerning social and economic development. Why was it not given the authority to 
deal with political matters? 


[Answer] We consider that the present social and economic revival in Oman is the 
basic foundation from which we make a start in determining our political and defen- 
sive steps. Thus the role of the Consultative Council comes at a time when it is 
required to have sound development planning and active participation of the people 
of this nation in consolidating the course of development and social reform in a 
manner that we maintain our deep-rooted heritage. The gradual development whether 
by way of popular participation or by government response to such participation, 
shall no doubt pass through a trial period that will lead us into a real Omani 
experience which would guide us into better future steps. 


Foreign Skills 


[Question] Despite the population density in the Sultanate compared to the rest 
of the states in the region, it is noticed that there is still continuous depen- 
dence on foreign labour. Why? 


[Answer] We are still depending on foreign skills in implementing our development 
projects, specially since these projects require utilization of contemporary tech- 
nologies. In the past the Omani people had been deprived of modern means of edu- 
cation which has led, to a great extent, to non-availability of a competent Omani 
skilled workforce to achieve this objective. But this wili not deter us from our 
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future plans to preserve our heritage and the origin of ur people, and our start- 
ing point will be to spread vocational and academic education throughout the whole 
of Oman, in order to raise the standards of performance among the Oamis and to re- 
habilitate them for occupying positions through which they will gain skills. 


The foreign work force in Oman are bound by fixed service contracts to perform 
specific jobs for specific periods of time. 


Omanis Abroad 


[Question] Observers have noticed that there are large numbers of Omanis in the 
other states of the Gulf, working in various fields, specially in the armed forces 
and internal security forees. Are you thinking of recalling them to participate 
in the development of their homeland? 


[Answer] We are content to see that many Omanis are rendering their services to 
certain sisterly Arab states. This is a national obligation and it is of no less 
important than their participation in development of their homeland, Oman. 


[Question] Eleven years have passed since you took up the responsibility of leader- 
ship, during which accomplishments have been realized. Are you satisfied with the 
extent of developments during the above period? Or do you aspire toward further 
accomplishments? 


[Answer] We are unable to describe our ambitions in words despite our achievements 
during the past decade of our forward march. It is the result of this country's 
originality, Its deep-rooted heritage the readiness of the nation to sacrifice, and 
our aim to promote their potentialities which we endeavour to cystalise and to 
provide necessary means for their development, so that Oman can play its role among 
its Arab sisterly states and various international institutions, and participate 
in bringing about prosperity and confidence in our contemporary world. 


[Question] Is it possible to enquire about the university which your majesty pro- 
mised, in November 1980, to establish? Have preparations been made in this regard? 


[Answer] We have already passed a decree to set up a founding committee for the 
university under chairmanship of the Minister of Education. Also, fundamental 
steps have been taken to build the university. Work is in progress to open a 
number of colleges that we need for our development schemes, to rehabilitate the 
Omani cadres. In this process, the science colleges in particular shall receive 
great attention in view of our dire need for engineers and doctors to serve this 
beloved homeland. 


There Are No Americans 
[Question] Many people are enquiring about the Island of Masirah, the base of 
al-Sib, and the port of Raysut. Do the Americans maintain a military presence 


there? 


[Answer] We have always been the target of the hostile media to distort our 
position and to translate our actions in a manner that serves the enemy and further 
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divides our Arab nation. But such action will not divert us from our true concepts 
and we shall continue our march and shall not accept any alternative to our 
sovereignty. Furthermore, subordination will not be our destiny. I wish to 

stress here, as I have been stressing in the past, that no forces other than the 
Omani forces are present on Omani lands, and that we are solely in command on this 
dear land which we have the honour to defend and protect its independence. This 
strategy is our sole guide which will light our way in our international relations 
and in selecting our friends. 


The Omani Forces 


[Question] What is your evaluation of the Omani armed forces which are said to 
have the highest training and fighting ability among the forces of the region? 


[Answer] Our armed forces have the honor of being victorious against the evil 
and tyrant gangs, and they are backed by the courageous people of Oman in being a 
permanent support to our brethen and a repellent force against aggressors. 


Relations with Europe 


[Question] There is a tendency for the Gulf states to depend on Europe in the 
future, so that the region would not be squeezed between the two superpowers. 
What is your majesty's opinion in this respect? 


[Answer] The Arab-European dialogue is still in its first stages, although bilater- 
al relations between Arab and European states have made variable progress. We are 
endeavouring to strengthen our relations with the states of the world, provided 

that our relations with a certain state would not be at the expense of relations 
with another state. 


[Question] Which of them is dangerous? There is a view to the effect that the 
Zionists and not the Soviets constitute danger against the Gulf, specially after 
the bombing of the Iraqi atomic reactor. What does the Sultanate think about this? 


[Answer] We have always stated that Soviet support to Israel is not less, in 
volume, than Western support to Israel. The Soviet Union provides Israel with 
trained man power and the West provides it with arms. The dangers facing the Gulf 
region are still the subject of discussion by the GCC states, and we shall contin- 
ue in our efforts to discover the positions of danger that threaten our security 
and sovereignty in cooperation with our brethren. 


We have strongly condemned the bombing of the Iraqi atomic reactor, and have 
declared our cooperation iwth the sisterly Iraqi Republic to preserve its right 
in responding to the aggression in a manner it considers suitable. 

The Hanoi of the Peninsula 

[Question] What about Soviet pressure in South Yemen? Is it true that the 


Soviets have atomic submarine bases, increased military presence, and naval and 
air bases? 
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[Answer] The Soviet presence in South Yeman no longer requires collecting infor- 
mation about it from here and there. It is an undisputed fact that the Soviet 
Union has entrusted South Yemen to play the role of Hanoi in the Arab Peninsula. 
Our call for solidarity and cooperation, in the field of security, between the 

GCC states is based on our evaluation of the threat of Soviet military presence in 

the South Yemen, to avoid turning the peninsula into another Indo-China. 


I wish to stress here that we shall struggle to the death in defending our dear 


land, which is part of the greater Arab homeland, and in preserving its national 
sovereignty. 
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OMAN 


BRIEFS 


MILITARY COOPERATION WITH U.S.--Muscat--Defense Ministry sources in the Sultanate 
of Oman have denied reports tha’ the Sultanate intends to reduce the outward 
signs of military cooperation with the United States. The sources told AL-SHARQ 
AL-AWSAT that these reports are unfounded in that the Sultanate is aware of the 
need for the presence of a strategic balance in the area ensuring assistance for 
it to repel the dangers it is facing when the need arises. These reports were 
spread just before U.S. Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger began his visit to 
the Sultanate on the second leg of his tour of a number of countries in the Arab 
area. The official source at the Omani Defense Ministry told AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 
that "the U.S. secretary of defense's visit to the Sultanate was successful and 
achieved its desired objectives in an atmosphere of understanding." Omani 
Information Minister 'Abd al-‘Aziz al-Rawwas told a press conference attended by 
journalists accompanying the U.S. defense secretary that his country "has granted 
the United States military facilities tut did not grant it permanent bases on 

its territories and has no intention of giving any country bases on its terri- 
tories." [Excerpt] [PM120837 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Ara-ic 11 Feb 82 p 1] 


cso: 4404/278 
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QATAR 


BRIEFS 


REAGAN'S SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL--Doha, 20 Feb (QNA)--The Doha newspaper AL-' ARAB 
has called for an Arab stand that deters the U.S. policy of supporting Zionist 


aggression and disregarding the justice of the Palestinian issue. In its editorial 


today, AL-'ARAB says the U.S. administration is constantly looking for an 
opportunity to reaffirm its support for the Zionist entity in its aggression 
against the Arab nation and its causes. This policy, which threatens Middle East 
security and stability, is daily becoming more dangerous. Referring to U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan's frank support for the Zionist enemy and U.S. support 
for the arms supplies to the enemy, AL-'ARAB says that this statement reflects 
the seriousness of the stand taken by the higher echelons of the U.S. Government 
toward our national causes. The paper asserts that such U.S. support for the 
Zionist entity is further encouragement to Israel to commit more aggression 
against the Arab nation and continue to occupy its territory. [Text] [GF201210 
Doha QNA in Arabic 0900 GMT 20 Feb 82] 
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SUDAN 


UNIVERSITY RIOTS BELIEVED TO SIGNAL END OF NUMAYRI'S REGIME 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 209, 23 Nov 81 p ll 
[Article: "Fire"] 


[Text] The latest clashes witnessed by Khartoum University during the celebra~ 

tion held on the occasion of the university's silver jubilee and attended by Gen 
"Abd al-Majid Khalil, Ja'far Numayri's first vice president, have serious impli- 
cations which make observers recall the climate of the railroad workers’ strike 

whose ghost still prevails over the coumntry. 


Khartoum University has always been, as attested by its history, one of the 
strongholds of the Sudanese resistance against military rule. This university 
was able to play a major role in the success of the October revolution which 
tcppled 'Abbud's regime. It has also contributed to bolstering democracy as a 
noble value which mst triumph over the forces of dictatorship and terror. This 
university has also proven that the students are the Sudanese people's conscience 
and that they reflect this people's refusal to submit to force, 


When the Khartoum University students raised their slogans in which they de- 
nounced the latest economic measures which will result in the scarcity of both 
luxury and essential goods and in suspending the state subsidy for sugar, wheat 
and petroleum prices, they selected the proper idiom to describe these measures 
which they have considered as measures within the framework of the regime's cam- 
paign to starve, subjugate and humiliate the people. 


Though the western sources consider economic problems an old enemy of Sudan, the 
student movement at Khartoum University has reminded these sources of a number of 
facts dating back to the [first] years during which Numayri assumed power. 


Exports have been dropping gradually throug-.ut the past decade. Moreover, the 
production of cotton, which is considered the »ackbone of the Sudanese economy, 
dropped last year to one-half its volume in 1970 at a time when it was a main 
source of hard currencies. 


Besides, the agricultural projects whose virtues the regime has been singing 


verbosely, sch 2s al-Jazirah cotton production project, have collapsed. The 
trade deficit for this year alone has exceeded $700 million. 
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In view of these ugly facts which have had a tragic impact at the popular level, 
considering that for the first time in history a people living in an area larger 
than that of all of Western Europe is being starved, the talk of the first vice 
president about force cannot solve the problem. Such talk only reminds us of the 
failure of al-Sadat when he brandished his sword in an attempt to starve the 
Egyptian people in the name of economic necessity. 


Last week, the British ECONOMIST pointed out the similarity between the two ex- 
periénces when it expressed its admiration for al-Numayri's ability to maintain 
power. But the magazine hastened to obviate its judgment of Numayri by stating 
frankly that suspending the government subsidy 2f food supplies is very much like 
an extremely explosive mine for the regime. Al-Sadat's 1977 endeavor to reduce 
the subsidy for food supplies led to riots which nearly toppled the Egyptian 
regime. 


Here we now have the Khartoum University riots proving anew that the strike, 
rather the civil disobedience, staged by 40,000 railroad workers last June was 
no isolated incident in the life of the Sudanese people--a people whose capacity 
for patience is the talk of many. In fact, that strike was the spark which 
kindled the fire in the dry straw of a shaky and degenerating regime that is 
being devoured by the worms of corruption. The Khartoum University students’ 
riots come to reaffirm indisputably that the spark has turned into a vast fire 
that will consume whatever remains of the regime's collapsing mainstays. 


8494 
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SUDAN 


DEMOCRATIC UNIONIST PARTY'S CHARTER, HISTORY EXAMINED 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 209, 23 Nov 81 pp 60-61 


[Article: "Examination of DUP Charter; So That Sudan May Regain Its Natural 
Position and So That Government of People May Be by People and for People."] 


[Text] The history of peoples and the experiences of nations say that the masses' 
perception is never wrong. The masses have their instruments with which and 
through which they realize their hopes and aspirations and with which they touch 
off the creative capabilities for a life of dignity, honor and freedom and for 
all the noble and sublime goals with which nations gain their entity and without 
which they cannot survive. 


The vanguards::that lead the ranks throughout the various phases of struggle are 
the ones that carry the "instruments" as a trust, if they safeguard these instru- 
ments and if the masses give them the love, support and backing that enable them 
to continue their efforts to discover the masses' path toward their goals. Un- 
less the vanguards are worthy of the trust of the masses and of carrying their 
instruments, they lose the trust and support of the masses who abandon them to 
look among their ranks for other vanguards more capable of safeguarding the trust. 


Any observer of the history of struggle of the Arab people of Sudan is clearly 
aware that the masses’ perception has never been wrong throughout the phases of 
this struggle in selecting the masses' vanguards, in rallying behind them and in 
sacrificing everything to realize their national and pan-Arab goals, hopes and 
aspirations. 


Whoever examines the history of the Sudanese national movement will read the his- 
tory of the DUP [Democratic Unionist Party] in bold letters. 


The party's history, its rise, the conditions -£ its foundation, its development 
throughout the phases of the Sudanese national ~ovement's struggle and rejuvena- 
tion and the accomplishments which the party has realized inside and outside Sudan 
and in which it has reflected the will of the masses and the aspirations of the 
Sudanese man--all these elements and others are what make the DUP the embodiment 
of an advanced formula and an advanced extension of the struggle for Sudan and 

for the masses of the Sudanese people. 


118 








Covenant and Charter 


Even though the general policies and principles of the DUP are not secret and 
even though these policies and principles are as clear as the sun in the sky of 
the Arab, African, Islamic and world liberation movement, the critical and deli- 
cate circumstances under which Sudan currently lives have motivated a number of 
the party members, led by struggling Chairman al-Sharif Husayn al-Hindi, to draw 
up a new party charter underlining anew the party's starting points, intentions 
and aspirations for the life which it seeks to realize so that Sudan may regain 
its natural position. 


An examination of the DUP's charter and its provisions, whether those pertaining 
to domestic policy and economic planning and development or to the Arab, Islamic, 
African and Third World spheres, is essential, not only because it will reflect 
the history and goals of the Sudanese national movement but also because it 
defines the Sudanese masses’ visualization of the urgent reform needed after 
elimination of the currently existing regime and after leading Sudan back to the 
path which it has chosen throughout the phases of its honorable struggle. 


Internally 


There are six provisions which define the party's internal policy and which renew 
the pledge undertaken by the party before God and the homeland on the basis of its 
firm position and out of its deep belief in freedom, democrucy, the people's 

rule and equality among the citizens, regardless of religion and creed: 


Rejecting and fighting any dictatorial regime whatever its nature and reaffirming 
the party's determination to fight the May [Numayri] regime. 


Abiding by democratic parliamentary rule and by the people's exercise of their 
natural rights and by their free expression of their will through effective par- 
ticipation via the various partisan, unionist and professional organizations so 
that democracy may be given its true meaning under the canopy of a constitution 
accepted by the people. 


Enacting the law and emphasizing the principle of justice, along with the subse- 
quent, and necessary, separation of powers and incependence of the juciciary. 
Here, the party has pledged to exert efforts, as soon as the May regime is up- 
rooted, to restructure the judiciary authority and to restore to it the sanctity, 
veneration and respect due it. 


Enacting the principle of decentralization of government and expanding the scope 
of the local governments so that development may be realized, that the manifesta- 
tions of differences between the provinces may dissolve and that the inhabitants 
of every province may take part in serving their areas. 


Underlining the party's commitment to the regional autonomous rule agreement 

of 1971. This commitment is in line with a resolution taken by the party in 1956 
and is intended to enable the south to realize justice and equal opportunities 
within the framework of the united Sudan. 


Underlining the responsibility toward the family as the basic unit in society and 
improving the position of the Sudanese woman and training her to perform her 
major role and to participate with man in building the society. 
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To attain the economic level to which the country aspires and to employ or utilize 
Sudan's enormous water, agricultural and livestock resources to realize this 
goal, the party has defined the way to realize this goal through three sectors: 
Public, joint and private. The first will control and utilize the strategic re- 
sources and utilities to insure a sound structure for the national economy and to 
raise the standard of living and the national income. The creation of a joint sec- 
tor is :intended to provide and bolster the opportunity for Arabs and foreigners 

to take part in the projects which cannot be undertaken by the private sector 
within the framework of sound laws. Encouraging the private sector seeks to enable 
this sector to take the initiative, without exploitation, monopolization or ties 

to colonialism. 


The party also underlines the need to streamline the banking sector so that it 
may perform its role in serving the national economy in accordance with the 
instructions of the Central Bank of Sudan whose powers must be restored to it. 


The party should not forget to pledge to exert efforts to uncover the truth of 
the aid and loan obtained in the name of Sudan from other countries, banks, indi- 
viduals or other sources and to examine the spheres in which such aid and loans 
have been spent and to bring to account any people responsible for negligence or 
tampering insofar as the aid and loans are concerned. This is in addition to 
streamlining financial dealings with all the local and foreign circles and to 
devoting efforts to protect the country against the domination of foreign capital. 


Insofar as the market and financial inflation are concerned, the party pledges to 
exert efforts to wipe out inflation by supplying goods and reducing their prices, 
by supplying and enhancing [local] production and by enhancing exports, the 
transportation efficiency and the availability of consumer goods. 


At Arab and Islamic Level 


Sudan is an indivisible part of the single Arab nation and is a natural extension 
of the greater Arab homeland. 


The DUP declared its commitment to the word and spirit of the three Khartoum 
resolutions: No peace, no negotiations and no recognition [of Israel] and, 
consequently, no undermining of the Palestinian people's rights. 


The party is eager to improve the relations and the cooperation between the 
Sudanese people and the Arab peoples, to strengthen their ties and to develop 
their common interests so as to attain integration, to eliminate the barriers, 
to Arabize and unify the laws, legislation, regulations, measurements and 
standards among the Arab countries and to unify the educational curricula in 
pursuit of the comprehensive unity. 


The party calls and exerts efforts for developing the Arab League and for in- 
stilling vitality and the spirit of initiative in its institutions. The party 
also calls for turning the Islamic States Organization into an effective instru- 
ment serving the Arabs and Muslims and their causes in the entire world. The 
party is also committed to the memorandum it submitted to the Sudanese National 
Constitution Committee during Sudan's democratic era on building a modern state 
that seeks guidance from the principles of Islam and that exerts efforts to 
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develop these principles to make them compatible with the requirements and 
accomplishments of the age. 


Africa and World 


Sudan is a part of Africa and is a founding member of the OAU. Out of the inevit- 
ability of strengthening the political, economic, social and cultural bridges with 
the peoples of the African continent, the DUP has declared in its charter that it 
stands firmly with the African national movements fighting colonialism and 
discrimination. The party has also emphasized its eagerness to strengthen the 
Arab-African struggle bond and to solve the conflicts between the continent's 
countries peacefully. The party is also committed to the UN charter, to human 
rights and to the right of peoples to self-determination. The party also abides 

by its commitment to strengthen the ties and bonds between all peoples of the 
Third World, to follow the policy of positive neutrality, not to align itself 

with either of the two camps and to exert efforts for world peace, coexistence 

and disarmament. 


Stances and History 


These are the most prominent features of the DUP's policies as spelled out in the 
party's charter. The party has vowed to abide by this charter and to proceed in 
its light. The provisions of this charter--detailed studies will be issued on 
every provision--define, as we have already pointed out, a visualization for the 
future and are the gist of the experiences of a long history of struggle and 
development. This is a rich history and legacy whose foundations were laid down 
by the Graduates Congress, by the Brothers Party, and by the other national 
unionist parties. The Sudanese national movement was rejuvenated with the develop- 
ments in the national struggle emanating in the wake of the setback experienced 
by the armed popular uprising or revolution of 1924 which had sought to entrench 
the common struggle of Sudan and Egypt. 


In the wake of the strike by the Gordon College students during the 1931 world 
economic crisis--a strike staged in protest of reducing the wages of the grad- 
uates, of the mistreatment of graduates and of the economic sanctions which 
affected only the Sudanese citizens serving in the Government of Sudan--the 
Khartoum public opinion as to how to deal with that event became divided. The 
division affected the Omdurman Graduates Club and this division was charact er- 
ized by the presence of two political tendencies: One calling for a policy of 
step-by-step cooperation with the ruling British administration within the frame- 
work of a constitutional establishment and the second calling for the principle 
of boycott and of mobilizing the masses to achieve immediate ewacuation and the 
right to self-determination. 


The late leader Isma'il al-Azhari headed and guided the second inclination. 
All remember al-Azhari's clear statement: This issue will be solved only by 
those who saw us off in Khartoum and those who received us in Cairo. Second, 
the Legislative Assembly is a colonialist establishment which we will boycott 

as long as it :continues to exist under the canopy of a regime over whose elimin- 
ation and removal all the Sudanese are unanimous. 


Thus, the Congress, the Brothers’ Party and the other national unionist parties, 


with the support of the Sudanese people's masses, steered the ship in the direc- 
tion of realizing evacuation and the right to self-determination. 


121 





Before conclusion of the 1953 Sudanese self-rule treaty between the governments 
of the Republic of Egypt and of the United Kingdom, the DUP was founded. The 
party's first and decisive experience was its waging the first parliamentary 
elections campaign, its decisive victory in that campaign and its formation of 
the first national government. The year 1956 brought the independence which was 
declared by the party's government. Prior to independence, the government had 
declared a number of measures aimed at laying down the foundations of the state. 
Thus, the office of the general controller was set up to control the state's 
financial accounts and to equate the wages of the civil servants in the south 
with those of their colleagues in the north. The Sudanese defense force was 
developed in terms of numbers and equipment and turned into the Sudanese army 
which later developed to become the Sudanese armed forces. 


The Bank of Sudan was also set up, paper and silver currency was minted for 

the independent Sudan and the closed zones law prohibiting the citizen from 
entering the south and some parts of western Sudan without the permission of the 
British governor was abolished. The educational curricula of the south and the 
north were unified, Arabic was established as a basic language and the cultivable 
area was expanded through extension of al-Manafil [project] and through al-Junayd 
project. The contract of the Sudanese Agricultural Company, a British company, 
was terminated ahead of schedule. This company controlled al-Jazirah project on 
the Blue Nile--the biggest cotton cultivation project in Africa and in the 
southern Mediterranean and one of the biggest cotton plantations in the world. 
The project thus became a public sector project owned jointly with the farmers 
and a rare socialist model in the Third World. 


The party government also nationalized the British electricity and water company 
which monopolized this sphere, in addition to nationalizing the transportation 
services in the tripartite capital, setting up instead the Central Electricity 
and Water Directorate and the Capital Transport Directorate. The government also 
exerted efforts to extend the railroad network and built ia line beginning at the 
intersection of Sannar and ending in al-Dammazin village in the southern Blue 
Nile Province. The government also started extending a line branching from 
al-Rahad, south of the city of al-Abyad, and ending in the city of Waw in south- 
ern Sudan. It also started extending a railroad line to the city of Niyala in 
southern Darfur and expanded the Port Sudan port. 


The government expanded the local government system by setting up more municipal 
and rural councils. The expansion also affected the medical services, such as 
hospitals, childcare centers, preventive service centers and first aid points in 
all cities and rural areas. Moreover, the expansion also included all the 
educational phases below the university level. 


The government transformed Khartoum College into a university and set up a board 
of directors for this university. It also abolished (al-daqniyah) tax which 
used to be collected from individuals in certain parts of Sudan. 


After the independence, achieved without the conclusion of any secret or public 
treaties or alliances with any foreign force, the party realized important 
accomplishments, including the foundation of higher institutes, such as the 
Technical Institute in Khartoum, the Higher Teachers Institute in Omdurman, the 
Shambat Agricultural Institute and the Professional College in Khartoum. Approval 
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was also given to the establishment of a branch of Cairo University in Khartoum 
and to the Omdurman Islamic University whose foundation was sponsored by 
Isma'il al-Azhari, the chairman of the party and of the Sovereignty Council. 


Before declaration of the independence, the late President Isma‘il al-Azhari 
led the Sudanese delegation to the first Afro-Asian Bandung conference. He also 
established Sudan as one of the founding members of the nonalignment movement 
and of the pioneers of positive neutrality at the international level. 


Democratic Union 


After the emergence of the Republic of Sudan, disagreement developed within the 
party ranks. But that disagreement did not exceed the limits. In 1967, the 
efforts were crowned with success and the wounds of the division which had led 
to the emergence of the People's Democratic Party were healed and the unionist 
party resumed its position under the bannar of the old and new Sudan under the 
name of the DUP. 


The majority of the government existing before the emergence of the DUP and at 
the time when martyr Isma'il al-Azhari called for the convocation of an urgent 
Arab summit in the wake of the June 1967 setback consisted of ministers belong- 
ing to the two factions of the party. 


In his national speech to the opening session of the Khartoum summit conference, 
President al-Azhari called for the first time for the establishment of a demo- 
cratic Palestinian state on the entire land of Palestine after expulsion of the 
Zionist usurpers coming to Palestine from all parts of the world. The conference 
resulted in the well-known three "no's" of Khartoum. 


This is the DUP, its position in the Sudanese national movement and its charter 
which reflects the history of Sudan's struggle and which defines the features of 
its present and future struggle. 


This is the charter of the DUP, the party of the Sudanese national movement, 
and this is its pledge and vow that the banner of struggle for freedom and 
democracy will not be lowered. 


In conclusion, as it achieved independence and as it attracted to its ranks the 
overwhelming majority which struggled against colonialism and against the first 
military regime--'Abbud's regime, this party and these masses have opposed from 
the first moment the fascist and dictatorial May regime in Sudan and have 

raised the banner of the opposition to and struggle against this regime and 
agaisnt any regime that oppresses the homeland and distorts the free, democratic, 
national, pan-Arab, African and Islamic face of Sudan. 
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SYRIA 


BRIEFS 


EXILE DENIES HE'S MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD-~Aachen, 18 Feb (DPA)--Exiled Syrian politi- 
cian ‘Isam al-'Attar, who is living in a secret location in the FRG, denied on 
Thursday that he is the head of the rebel Muslim Brotherhood which is currently 
waging bloody battles against President al-Asad's government in Syria. Ina 
press statement which was transmitted to DPA in Aachen by a freelance journalist, 
al-'Attar said that statements that he is the leader of the Muslim Brotherhood 
do not correspond with the facts. Al-'Attar, who is the head of the Islamic 
Center in Aachen, said that in any case the state of his health and the restric- 
tions placed on him concerning any political activity against the Syrian Govern- 
ment do not permit him to take on such responsibilities. [Text] [LD181724 
Hamburg DPA in German 1611 GMT 18 Feb 82] 


Cso: 4420/3 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


DAILY URGES ARABS TO REVIEW RELATIONS WITH U.S. 
GF191610 Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 18 Feb 82 p 1 
[Editorial: "The Meaning of Friendship to Washington" ] 


[Text] The urgent message U.S. President Reagan sent recently to Israeli Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin requires no interpretation. It raises, once more, the 
question that has always been raised in both popular and official Arab circles. 
This question is: What is the real value of Arab-U.S. friendship, and how anxious 
is the United States about friendship with the Arabs? 


Friendship on the international level is not a sentimental issue. It is entirely 
a matter of interests. The state that guards our interests and respects our 
rights and whose policies and strategies do not contradict the aspirations of the 
Arab nation is a friendly state. The state that does the opposite cannot and 
shovld not be included in our circle of friends. 


In accordance with this logic, we Arabs thought that the United States had a real 
and clear interest in maintaining friendship with us. We supply the United 
States with about 40 percent of its fuel requirements. Western Europe and Japan 
import from 60 to 90 percent of their petroleum requirements from us. This not 
only runs their industries but also maintains their economies on a level at which 
they are able to confront foreign challenges. We believe this is of extreme 
importance to the U.S. policymakers. 


Furthermore, the Arab world occupies a central area that has a clear strategic 
importance in the struggle between West and East. It was natural for the Arabs 
to imagine that Washington was anxious to maintain this region as one of its 
friends. 


However, the subsequent U.S. stands have affirmed and are still stressing that 
those in charge in Washington do not think this way. They think exactly the 
opposite way. The U.S. president's decisive statement, in which he declared 
unequivocally that Washington is committed to keeping Israel militarily and 
technologically ahead of all the Arabs, was not a surprise. His statement was 
a reaffirmation of a fixed policy that is based on obtaining "U.S. interests" 
from the Arabs by force under continuing Israeli threats. In the meantime, 


the United States is enabling the Israeli enemy to continue its aggression and 
expansion at the expense of Arab interests and Arab rights. 


Arabs must review their relationship with the United States. They must put this 
relationship in its proper place so that it not only safeguards their interests 

but also allows them to maintain their dignity. 

Of course, we do not expect the U.S. administration to change its policy because 


of protest statements no matter how heated they are. However, we stress that such 
a policy can never bring good to its makers. 


CSO: 4404/278 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


PAPER COMMENTS ON CHEYSSON VISIT 
GF200823 Abu Dhabi WAM in Arabic 0605 GMT 20 Feb 82 


[Text] Abu Dhabi, 20 Feb (WAM)--AL-KHALIJ comments editoriaily today on the visit 
by the French external affairs minister to the UAE. The paper notes that the 
Arabs desire friendship with France through adoption of a frank French position 
that supports the rights of the Palestinian people and recognizes the PLO as sole 
and legitimate representative of the Palestinians. The paper welcomes him and 
enquires about what he carries in his bag or "what he will carry in his bag when 
he departs." 


The paper reviews Cheysson's statement during his visit to the Zionist entity in 
December when he announced his country's readiness to provide Israel with the 
weapons it wants to defend itself against Arab aggression. The paper adds: 

"The French minister knows that Israel is the side that continues its aggression 
against the Arabs and French weapons merely imply further Israeli aggression." 


The paper also reviews the statement by the French minister dealing with his 
government's position on the Palestinian people and denying their right to self- 
determination, in addition to his country's support for the Camp David accords. 
AL-KHALIJ compares these statements to the statement he made just before his 
visit to the UAE in which he announced that "there will be no peace unless the 
Palestinian people obtain their aspired rights because the right to self-determi- 
nation is completely different from autonomy." The paper adds that relations 
between the countries "are not a game whose temperature rises when France has 
private interests it wants to achi: ve only to change into animosity when the 
guest visits the enemy. 


CSO: 4404/278 END 
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